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A MODEST

APOLOGY

FOR THBE

Man in -th‘(’: Bottle, Es’c

@@BMUN GST the varfous Follies

" @3 the Town has danced after,
NG fince the Reftoration, and par=
ticuarly fince a later Date of
forcign Encouragement, that of the poor
Bottle Man, i» the Bottle, out of the

Bottle, at the Ha_y-Maré:t not at the

Hay-Marker, 8¢, has fumnifhed theBean
Monde, down to the Cobler, with the
greateft Scene of Laughter, but followed
with the higheft Fury that Fire and Vena
geqncc cpuld puxfuc. ‘ _
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As T amt the unhappy Perfon, who,
thro’ Lofs in Trade, fuffered to fuch a
Degree as to be obliged, like many of the .
moft Eminent and Dignified, to attempt
a Stratagems o keep the Wolf from
the Door ; therefore in this my honeft
Appeal to the Publick, hope I may be
induiged us miuch as 2 Man in my Cir+
cumftances éany by felating the Truth
of my Cafe, and comparing mine with
that of many preceding Schemes and Mi-
racles, o

. It is as much, and perhaps more, my
Province and Duty to fatisfie the Publick,
and with the fame Liberty as any other
Subjet, however difpleafing the Tasks
The Law of Nature is often a Juftifica-
tion even for Murder or Manflaughtery
the Laws of Nations, which are municia -
%al, concur in difappointing the private

iews of thefe Vultures in Nature, whe
would either opprefs or deftroy, without
the leaft Remorfe of Confcience, thofe
ublick and benevolent Spirits of human
ind, who have fo often rendered the
higheft Service to their Fellow Creatures
and Gountry, - e

- X fhall endeavopr_in the. félldijfiné
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Lines, I hope with Succefs, to convince,
or at leaft fatisfy the Town, as far as a
Man in my Condition can do, and honeft-
ly and freely confefs, from my particular
Circumftances, before ftated, 1 was drove
}ike unto a great Minifter of State, to a
dermier Refort or Scheme ; and that no-
thing lefs than raifing Money for private
Purpofes, and from the Publick, how fat
T've fucceeded you arc my Judges ; as
fuch I appeal 1o you; and in one fingle
Inftancé I affure you, I have a large cra-
ving Family in Diftrefs; and to preveat
my going aftray on the high or privaté
Road, I took that Method of entering
tnto the Bottle, that is, by way of a de-
ceptio vifus from the Encouragenient I
had, and from the Eagernefs the Town,
purfue Novelties as well as Oddities,

As fuch an uncommon Operation muft
be attended with many unnatural Inci-
dents, I beg Leave to put the Matter in
two Views; the One as Truth, and the
Other in Ridicule, and afterwards fubmig
myfelf how far I am that great Impoftor
that I am seported to be, or whether
they did not unpolé upon themfelves, if
there Was any Impofition on cither Side.

WE!;S
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. Were I an Italian Singer, very pof=
fible I {fhould have fome noble Lord to
patronize me, a Fidler or Dancer, could
never fail of Succefs ; a Swifs Valet is
every Fop’s Guett, a German, Huffar,a
Mafqucradc Dreffer, or common Profti-
tute, are Companions for a ——ee, a Baww
dy-honfe Keeper would be truly valu-
able ; nay, if ¥ had prevented the heavy
groaning Debts of the Nation, a Stand-
ing Army in the Time of Peace, a moft
furprizing Fleet without Ation; had I
deftroyed ail the Adts of Bankrupts ; had
I laid a Scheme for preventing the Fire-
works, and giving the Money to the
Soldiers, who fo glarioufly fought for a/f
Mankind ; and even had T attempted to
infringe upoa that glorious Prerogative
of the Reprefentatives of . the People,
Privilege of Parliament; deprived a
. Swunday Evening’s Audience of their Eyes

and Senfes; or laft of all, had [ atrack-
ed my Brother Schemers in any material
Shape of Life, it would then be Time
enough to throw Dirt upon an unfortu-
pate Tradefman and Citizen of Londos,
Mine was for one Night only, at lcaft to
begin with.. If 1 am condemn’d; ’tis my .
Misfortune ; but whag thinking Perfon
upon Earth can do'fo, -~ - I
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Is any Thing more common than for
the greateft People in the Natton to lay
Schemes, as I before hinted, to get quit
of their Diftrefles? Mine was the Boztle;,
then, the onty Queftion will arife is, Whe-
ther I was, or was not in the Boztie ?
Imagination is fometimes an Apology for
Reafon; and hope I fhall be indnlged to
ftate it either Way.

- Tuar I was to have been in the Bos-
tle, was as evident as Mr. F=—s bcing
in the Houfe; and that I was not in the
Bottle, is likewife as certain to common
Apprehenfion, as that the Infide of the
Houfe was fet on Fire by way of Joy
that T was not in the Bottle; but even
- for the Sake of common Reafon, let me
ask thofe courageous Heroes, Petitmaitres
and Witling Coxcombs, Whether it was
neceflary to fee me go into the Bortle,
or not? and if I were in, Whether it was
neceflary to'fee me come out of the Bos-
?/? and likewife, Whether I 2m not in
the Bortle fhill, heing invifible 2—All
Bottles are not tranfparent. - Can even
Mr. F— or Dr. Te=, cither with Squint
or Argument prove the contrary ? — At
all Events, ¥ am the Party injured, and
+ sherefore have Liberty to fpeak, - -
- Idont
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I Don’r do it, however, with that

anparailell’d Impudence that Malice and
Envy have puffed fome publick Orators
into Print, in an Affair that does not by
any Means concern them, nor any body
elfe but myfclf

AMoNesT other Scandal thrown |

upon me, fuch 2 modeft Fellow 3s my-
felf who demands only Four Hundred
Pounds for a Bonfire, brands me with
the Name of Nicholfin, alluding, by
way of Wi, to that Son of Satan or Sa-
tan himfelf, vulgarly called 0k Nick,
snd fo by a little Franfition comes the
Name Nxcéﬁn, but ¥ think it wil} nat
2dd to his Reputation, if I am really the

Perfon called 3 Son of the Deyil, to have. .

any Dealin thh me, or receive my
-Money, which no one Chrftian wiil be-
lieve was for gny other Purpofc than as
a Bribe to damn Mapking, and whlch
to his Shame, and 3 little to his Credn;
1 hopc to convince hm} to the. cont;ary

Q'; RERS have been g little mp;p
%ind, and have called me pnly Nix/om,
the Prophet whom the ‘Chepbire People,

wd Laxcafhire Witches, haye alway§ :
Buz

dccmcd an haneft Fpuov. __
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Bur the Gentlemen :who fhand to.
and fupport the firk Defeription. think:
it_not at all impoffible, confidering the
Wickednefs of the Age we live in, That
as God Almighty {uffered the Gentleman.
in Black, even to tempt our Savicnwr hime:
felf, "we nced not'be furptized at the:
Bottle-man, the Faoz-man, the Oculif,
theHarlequiz, the Opera-mbs, the Mone
sichelisman, &c. &c. &c. +- But thefe
being weak Seatiments of orber Metho
difls, | fhall leave cthem to.the Reveread -
and dikgent Clergy of the Church .of
Englavd, who fpend all they bave in the
Werid for propagating Chriftianicy.—But
now to the Bottie and myfeif.. .. '

And firft with Regard to Miraclss.

- NorwiThsTANING what hasbeen
faid by learned . Divines about. Miracles,
Ithink it not 4 wvery difficult Task to
prove they hawe not ceafed - in Eugland
for half a2 Century or more —Was it not
a Miracle, That the P— of O e

- fhould lay hold of the Crown of thefe

Kingdoms without a fingle Drop of Blood
fpilt?  Or what is next to a Miracle,
That the . whole Nation fhouid be as it

B not
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not one Man in it attempt to draw his
Sword in favour of his Ailegiance? Is it
not 2 Wonder, That out of a few bad
A &ions in the foriner Reign of the
K‘ng, de jure €8 de fato, Good fhowld
ar'fe to the Whole by the Acceffion of
the prefent Auguft Hoonfe? Was it nog
a Miracle, That fince that Period a Mi-
nifter, fhould, at his own free Will and
Pleafure, as it were play at Nine-Pins
with the whole Nation for upwards of
Twenty Years, load us, and make us pay
more in Taxes than was ever thought to
be in the Nation: Put in and turn out
cvcry great and good Man in it at his
Will, run the Nation in Debt, commit
every forcign and domeftick Folly, and
fomething worfe, and all this in time of
Peace; and that when the Worft came
to the Worft; he retired and died in Peace
in his Bed ! But, de mortins nilnifi bonum.
What do you think of robbing the Trea~
fury, and the Villains that committed the
Fa&t never found out, or at Jeaft brought
to Juftice, as if the whole Cargo could
bé -brobght off in a Needle-Cafe ?

Tue Year 1720 furcly may be faid to -
excel all others, and for its exceeding
great Number of Miraclgs,—Was it not

: a Mira.
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@ Miracle, that a Sett of Fellows who
had, and dare have the Impudence, in a
Publick Aflembly, to affert @ Faé# which
drew Thoufands of Families to Diftrefs
and Ruin, and were fuffered to go off
with a Booty which is impoflibie it Mag-
nitude to defcribe; and yet they were
fent about their Bufinefs with only this
modeft Reproof,—Gez out of my Hosfe—
and yet the poor Bostleman's Attempt
to make'a few Hundreds, by a much
bowefler Scheme, is, by the Vulgar faid
to be the moft wicked Impofition that
ever was put upon the Town.—Wicked
it certainly is, and was, in the Perfons
that robbed him of his Money.—Is it
not a Miracle, that of late Years the beft
Troops in the World have been beat by
the worft, and that' more than once? Is
it not a Miracle, and will it not be
thought and recorded fo in our Hiftory, .
That a Handful of fcabby Dogs, with-
out a Shoe to their Foot, or a Penny in

- their Poke, fhould trot from the Sky to

Derby, and no-body ask them, Hhat
want ye Lads 2—=1s it not a greater
Miracle, That there is one of them live
ing; — or that their Leader is not only
fo, but got a fine Penfion by it? I could
inftance a Thoufand other Miracles; but
. ' B2 one
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cnzortwo of my own Magnitude, T hope
will fuffice ; for mine undonbtedly, to all
Appearance, is a very extriordinary one,

=~Pray, then, is it not a Miracle, That

ence a Week the whole Town are led by
the Nofe to Jook at the Blind leading the
Blind-; and that the Impoftor -himielf,
with all his confumate Impudence, can’t
refrain from Langhter, but pops behind
the Curtain to enjoy & thorough Grin?
and in his Mirth cries out- with’ Extacy,
like a certain- Pope,~ What Advantage
this Fable bas been of y — and what a
pretty Sight it is to fee another Bubble~
maker take him off fo wantonly, and how
iiretrif)' they play into cachother’s Hands,
ike two Jugglers, or M=—r—— of 8,

CaN any that I have named, or could
Name, be lefs 2 Miracle than mine; fup-
pofe it had been a Lecathern one, theré
are fome large enough: It never was, or
ever will be faid, that, the Englifb Nad
tion wanted Faith ———— in Bubbles of
Miracles either.——2-O Britain, thon
haft Faith indeed. ———What Sums haft
thou lent, ‘and what’ Millions haft
thou beftowed on the Ungrateful
Wretches,’ that if you defire'to eat, they
are fulky,—if to fight, they Tun; -nay-t,-
i G 1§
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- if their Houfes were on Fire, uwnd theit

Children in the Flames, they won't ftir
one Step to fave them without 2 Guinea.

Is there 2 P~—'in Eurdpe that does
not know a Guinea, and i Value ? ——
If a modeft, grave, forcign Gentleman
comes over here, and hires 2 Houfe and
Equipage,and tells you his Mafter has 2
Mine twenty Mibes under Ground, and
produces you a Piece of Copper .or Block
Tz, which he has provxdod or him frodi
Cornwal by the Perfon who fascks itewr
Zounds-—before he takes two ‘tarns in
the Royal Exchange, the whole Sum of
2 Million or two is fwallowed, and by
the Help of the Bulls and Beats, heis
happieft who can- firft undo himfelf; and
yet the pooy Bettioman can’t with a bei-
ter Scheme keep a Coat to his Back.eeam
Had I been a Courtier, there had been
ro Danger; the Co—t Birth-day’ Mob
wonld proted'me.i1f 1 were a Conjurer
my Dcxtenty in relling the MOncy thro'.
2 Grid-Iron wontd have feenred it~—as a
o‘cuMm:ﬂcr war ﬁud ¥ da

Asthe Laws agamﬁ: pnmﬁung W”ttchcs
and Sorcercrs are repealed, then I hope
¥ ma-§ be dlfowed to imderfland a litcle

ke




(14) |

le you de main, and {honld have had fome
Chance were my Cocks upon their own
Dunghill; tho’ lately my Friends loft
it by one, cven there ; but that was a
pitch’d Battle, where you could count
Nofes---as Bob faid, Let me but know
the Number, leave the reff to me.

WHAT a pretty Feliow fhoutd I be to
fhew all my Art at once; Columbus’s
Egg would be nothing to it.—— No,. no,
Gentlemen, if you have a Mind to thew
your Gratitude for paft Infults, let me
perform the whole Farce by Degrees.

- Some People fay, There is nothing
sew upder the Sus ; furely mine was, or
was to be extreamly fo~—but {fo publick
# Robbery, in fo great a City, never was
heard of ~— ' S

SomeE cried, whilft they were carry-
ing off the Booty-——Dams bim, it's a
Trick to raife Money for Fribonrg-——
athers, J£'s to foment the Diflurbances
in the North;, when, God knows my
Heart, that I meant it merely for my own
private “Vfes. :

Oruerscry, Wl;ry des he not c_ppfg |
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for & Patent for it---the Expence of one
would ruin me ; befides, there is not a
Merry-Andrew or Buffoon in the Kinge
dom but would pirate me-~nay, you fee
what a Hand they make already, at one
of theTheatres.—This puts me in mind of
a volatile Feltow, in a certain merry Reign,
who, to pleafe the King, flew a-crofs the
Thames, and the Reward offered the poor
Fellow was a Patent. What put me up-
on this odd Scheme, for a-Scheme I have
and will have; together with my Art; was
what I remember an old ‘Wag, upon a
Stage, harangu’d the Mob with—* Were
“'J, Gentlemen, to give you Six-pence
“ a-piecce, you ‘would quite ‘yuin me;
“ but if you'll be fo kind each of you to
“ giye me one, Ithall be Rich indeed.”-./
Where could I apply but to an Englifp
Audience, .and no Place mote proper
than where feveral others do the like
with more Impudenceand a better Fate .-

1T gave me great Pleafure, the other
Evening, when fhaming a Sleep over a

. Difh of Coffee in Cbange-Alicy, a young

Jew clapp’d a Chriftian Bear on the
Shoulder, — Well, fays he, thow brutifb
Companion, what’s become of she Wager
Jow offered to iy the other Night, Z:

- ST the
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the Pope’s-Head, aboar 2he Bottlemau ?
Why, replics. he, if you will be -upon
Hopour,: po_keep clofe, you may deal &

uarter, I only meant to take isn them
light-beaded Gentry of the other Endof
Townthat they might pot take aii bome.m
Says Mordescai, 1t is a Pity they
foould, one of them X kngws was be that
begun to play. the Devil with the poor
Fellow and his Bottle, be with the lopg
Ruffies and Kevenbujler firft laid. b
of the Sconces in the Box be fat ins for
my Pare, I think it a Hardfbip, -thas
&.poor Man.of Indufiry, fbould be ufed
in fuch 2 Manner ; who fnows theMan's
Dsflreffes, and you know the Thing was
new ; for my Fart, I honour bim e
our Fifty or Hundred per Cent. rana
w0t always iafl; I pity the Man, and
wifb I knew bim, be fhouid not want ¢
Bortle of good Wine, for that Fellow is
all Gensus—bat he certainly was rebs
bed—Ob, I bad like to have forgot, Is
the Sword found ? I wifp I bad jt—be
Joould come down a cool Hundred;, and

- rat me, bad I knowsn the boneft Bottle.

man, but be [bould touch the Whole——
What. Charity was here "in 2 fharping
Jew, that would clip ail the Coin in the
Kingdom, or fell his Toe Nails '?d
\ ’ what
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what a Shock it is to Chriftianity to find
fo much Charity in an Unbeliever, and
be robbed only by People of his own
Perfuafion. The Jews, if they rob ail
the reft of the Creation, are ‘both cha-
ritable and juft to one another. When

l{lf theTopick of almoft eve-
ry Converfation, or lugged in by the
Head and Shoulders into it,—X lay par-
duc over my Coffee, for want of other
Amufement, and no more regarded, fpoke
to, or faluted, than if I was not either
there, or that if I was, they ncither re-
garded what 1 faid or did.--Juft like my -
Lord Fannmy, before whom the Ladics
ufed to pifs, not thinking him. of any
Specics at all. — Soon after, up comes a
grave Perfon of about Thirty, who affec-
ted to be about Fifty, with a large bob
Wig, wrapped up in a warm Roculoand
Ruff, whom I have remember’d to be a
hack Runoer.to a Silverfmith, and to.
whom I had often given a Shilling; but
like the reft, I was invifible to him.
“Well, Geritlemen, fayshe, with aforced
Smile, what is the little damn’d fharp-
ing Rafcal found out yet? That Crown,
I fear, is in as bad 2 Way as the §—2
Loan, (here I was abufed near home.)
What, are we pever to fec cither Princi-
L C pal
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pal or Intereft then? That pretty Em-
peror’s Loan 5 I can’t fec how, or which
Way it comes to pafs, that Foreigners or

Foreign Expeditions always get the bet- .
ter of us ; how many Millions more than

we ever had, or ever will have, are we
taken in for? 1 am for fupporting the

Government, and advancing the Miniftry,’

with half my Fortune; but to lend it toa
Foreign Prince, who poffiblyTo-morrow
- or next Day be our declared Enemy. I

thall never more defpife the Weekly Pa-

pers.—Before I deal any more that Way,
X would go every Night to theImpoftor,
{meaning .me) poflibly I may come at
laft into fome good Schéme or other ;
but as for Foreign Mines, 1 have a very

poor Opinion of them, for fome Reafons, ~

and would put my -next Ele&ion in our
Ward, vpon it, That in my laft Pur-
chafe in Devonfbire, 1 fhew a Sample
of better Ore than any in Bsrope ; but
1 loft a good Foreign Chap by going to
{ee that bottled Villain ; fo I wasdoubly
difappointed—This gave me enough ; fo
juft as I was packing up my Awls, {

heard a Whilper,— 75hat’s' @ Pltimb ~tre .

will be oxr Deputy—and {01 lefi "cthiew
but fince,to my great Mortification, find,
That after..all this great Brogadocio faid

: . was
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was mere Farce, and littie better than a
Spy for——ea Place in the N
v g Office-—there will be alway:
rotten Sheep.”

AvLtHO' this may feem a Digreflion,
yet it evidences, what a deep Impreflion
fuch a Trifle as a Crown lays upon the
Mind* of a narrow Soul 3 and how many
bitter Inve@ives I am obliged to bear
for what I never enjoyed : And it’s a -
Queftion with me, Whether this Plumb
would, notwithftanding his having fuch
an opulcnt Fortune, truft me to carry
Coals in one of htsMines? And how ir-
refiftable is Pleafure; that this Mifer of
his ‘Age would quit ail kind of Bufinefs,
to fee, poor me, run into a Bortle, withs
out confidering how I fhould get out
again-—No, that was not his Affair ; if
he was difappointed, and went home to
his Compting-houfe, his Family, with
fuch a Head as his, muft be the better .
for it,---and ought to be oblig’d to me.

I’ evident to me, to a Demonfirati-
on, that thofe People who take fo much
Pains to abufe the poorBortleman, could
very eafily find out an advantageous
Snbjc&--l am dead at prefeat, at leaf*

: B O in
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in Law, -.-- Will they purfue my very
" Afhes.~——Perhaps, thcy are generous
-enough to make me like the Pelican ex
cineribus Revivifiere.——If that is the
. Cafe, let them make Snuff of me at
Night, T'ea in the Morning, and Punch
or Wine of me after Dinner, provided
they make me Amends for the Injury I
received ; I will put up withall Affronts,
. not doubting but that polite and lcarned
Audience, who were in the Houfe, will
fecond me in fo juft a Demand~—To
them only 1 appeal.

Ts it to be fuppofed, or will any one
alive, pretending to Common Senfe, at-
tempt to fay, That the Bortle Audience
was not the moft polite, and remarkably
“brilliant the Nation ever faw, cxcepting
where the Prince upon the Throne ho-
noured the Publick Shew with his Ap-

yur ance,

Tuen will it be prefumed, or who
dare fay, That fuch an Audience cou’d
‘be impofed upon ? It is impoffible —
If the Gentlemen within ‘Doors are al-
moft convinced to a Man, that every
Thing was performed that was expeéted,
_ orintended, and that merely to ferve the

- Bottiea

i
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‘Bottleman, what have the People with-
out to fay to it ?

Ir fuch an Audience had a mind to
make me a Prefent of a Brace of Hune
dreds, at four or five Shillings a-piece,
what had the Mobto fayto it ; or could
they, without Doors, know whether I
got into the Bottle or not? Some Peo.
ple have made Thoufands by a much
worfe Scheme, and, like me, brought an
old Houfe over their Ears—-with this
Difference, they carried oﬁ' their Tra-
. fure——

Am Yaccountable for Swords or Boxes?
Have not I behaved like 2 Man.of Ho-
nour in every Refpe&t, according to what
could be naturally expeéted from me, or
any other Man in the Kingdom?

Do T not very honeftly and punc-
tually pay the Proprietor of the Houfe
for that Night's intended Ufe? Did ¥
not, as fequired by him, fuffer a Crea-
ture of his.to ‘be the Box-~keeper or Trea-
furer for the Night? But, alas! this
draws mec to.a very fatal Cataftrophe in-
deed ——1I mean, where I was robb’d -of
niy Property——my. scady Money., F
TR ’ vy
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. I'r was very unfortunate for me I em.
ployed a Lawyer of Quibbk’s-Inn, who,
a3 the Gentlemen of -that Profeffion, as
well as the Faculty,are fond of the mar-
vellious Robus Bolys,: clapt in the Word
Q_urt,-.addcd to the Word Bortle, What

Dnfficultics that drove me to the People

in the Secret, cvery Bottleman in Eng-
land knows ; — whereas my Intent was
10 pieafe ¢he Audience in a very, very
. large Bott/e ; 2nd having prafticed it
fome Years with a tolerable Voice and
fome Humour, was willing to make thofe
laugh who were {o much in my Intereft,

éqd thofe of the beft Families in the

Kingdoni, as their kind Attendance de-
- Bar. to my great Misfortune, when
I intended cither to go.into my Bertle,

or not to go into the Quars Bottle—a.

ecrtain Footy Fellow, in one of the Boxes,
withont the leat Authority from me or
the Bottie, very modeftly took upon him
to affert, That the Audience fhould have
their Moncy returned; and he truly was
feconded . by another Conjurer on the
Stage, when there was not a fingle Per-
fon befides, cither thought or expefied
it——As to what followed, the Publick

are
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are too well acquainted ~—— The Mob
without, affifted by a dectached Party
within, broke the Treafury, robbed me
of what was next to my Wife and Chil-
dren, deareft and moft wanted.

A Np therefore, T appeal to the Pub-
lick, Whether I have not the fame Rea~

fon to expe& a Recompence for the In-
jury done me, which I hope will be con-

fidered, as any other Perfon whatfocver?
But to fatisfy the Publick, upon a fuffi-
cient Security for myfelf and my Pro-
perty, am encouraged by my number-
lefs Friends, to convince the Town, the
Second Night, and infure m¢ Fifty
more, that I will not only perform all
that 1 really intended, and add fome-
thing further, by way of Panegyrick on
the prefent Humourifts of the Age; and |
am, -

Gentiemen and Ladies,

Zour very bumble Servant,

- The Bottleman.
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