The WEEKL

Images courtesy American Antiquarian Society

Our Puzzles Once More

The Weekly Messenger
February 26, 1840



My e e S

B Rl 1 st i

Our Puzzles once More.

A press of business, last week, prevented us
from attending to the favors of our enigmatical
friends ; and we then dismissed the whole sub-
ject in hrief. The unaxpecied interest, however,
which iz still manifested in all directions about
the matter, induces us to speak of it again, with
a view of convinecing the sceptical that there is
really no “humbog” in the case. And first we
reply to “ Adolescentulus,” who writes from
Burkeville, Prince Edward County, Va. The
iranslation of his eypher runs thus:

L am a word of nine letters. My first, fifih,
and fourth, is the chief support of the human
frame. My first, seventh, and fifth, has ofien
been the cause of bloodshed. My first, seventh,
sixth, and fifth, is what we all wish to do in
prosperity. My first, ninth, seventh, third, and
fourth, denote what we all have been doing
whilst on the bed of sickness. My first, second,
sixth, and fifth, is that which is ofien bestowed
on those who are unworthy of it. My eighth,
second, third, and fifih, is a term applied to the
eound of a musical instrument. My first, fifth,
third seventh, eighth, and ninth, is what the dis.
tressed often apply for in vain. My whole is
what the wealthiest wish 1o obtain.

The answer is Longevity.

As “ Adolescentulus” is no doubt really what
his signature implies, we will take the liberty of
saying to him that his cypher is very inartificially
congtrocted, and therefore very easily uariddled.

He has put the word “ Enigma’’ at the head, and
we at once knew it to be such, when we noticed
the frequent recurrence of the word which stands

for “ My."” * Adolescentulus,” whom by certain
indications we know to be a youth of some 1a-
lent, would have been himzelf able to solve any
such cypher, had we sent it to him If he will
consider well what we shsll say, in a subsequent
part of this article, he will goon find himself in
condition to solve any puzzle of the kind now in
questivn.

J. H, of Philadelphia, who sent us “a poser”
two weeks since, with the assurance that if we
managed 1o read that (which we did) he would
send ns ore hercafier which he would defy us
to make out, has now forwarded us the following -
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This is by far the most difficult cypher which

we have received. Bome of the words are
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erawidesd 1"'3"""-'“*. aied Lthe writer hina lu ks ol by

fiferived which do ool comes williin e condi.
tions voginally l&ld down.  Fur exsmple, in
soune cases Lhe fgure 3 siands for [, in chers for
O ; in wome casen the fgure 6 stands for L, in
others for 7' ; while 2 stands for E and M indif:
ferently, ond Y for both W apd A. Bome wonds,
moreover, are mig-spell. How mueh tha difi.
l’““}’ of solution s increased in this way, may
eddily bo conceived. The travslation, however,
is an fillows

CHURCH.YARD.
| wander in tha eily ol the desd

Midst streets of houses mouldering to decay.
Where is the pride of riches 1 it is fled,

Where pomp and circomsiance ! gl passed

away.

“ A subscriber,” who, beyond doubt, 1akes us
for a boltle conjurer, sddresses us 1his lotler :
Mr. Edilor,—

Your success in decyphering has almos? dis-
heartened me from attempiing anything of my™
own invention ; jor | am perfectly satisfied, from
what | have seen of your ingenuity, that yon con
decypher any piece of writing where hisrogly ph-
ies ure vsed instead of letters; and allow me 1o
sy you would be a valuable reguisition 1o an
army, in reading the enemy’s despatches, Buat
there in & system occord 0 my mimd which was
used with great success hy Napoleon during the
war in Spain, when every other system of secret
wriling was decyphered by the English. This
one plan alone baffled all their ingenwity. It
will be fiund on the other page. If you can
make it out, and give the sense nz the writer in.
tended i to be understood, [ will give up at
once, A BUpsCRIDER.

Then our friend might a3 well give up and
ha dane with it.  Buot we wish it distinetly vn.
derstood that such puzzles as this are not what we
promised 1o decypher. For what we did pro-
mise 1o do, we refer onr friends to s late Mes.
eenger. Here Mllows A Subecriber's cypher

That capital puniskment 1 have gol, the tooth-
sche; such a punishment cught not fo be con-
tinned. That I will do my utmost 10 have it
albolished iz evident from my condoct from the
first. Judge democracy from the fact that it js
formidable to tyrants only.  War is conducted in
a mawner revoliing fo humanity. Neither age
nor sex is spared ; and one thowsand thounsand
murdered doea mot lessen the thiret for blocd.
Oh Heavens! oh my God !—the amount ¢f crime
in onr land ! And moreover, aa water will ulti-
mately find a level, even so does fimiliarity with

public business muke us negleciful of private in.
terest. Ezecutions begets a sirain of thought in
the good which is painful. Contempt in the rich
lowarda the poor is a mockery of God. Base and
vile, il also exposes the litileness of your souls.
A spear wounds the frelings of any whom it
comes in contact with, regardless of the pure and
virtuoes, however (rail.

Bt the advorates of this horrid, this wretched,
this barbarous cusiom, have the audaeily to fell us
it is the only genuine produection, the only real
means by which we can effect a care, and have &
tendeney to defer the wicked from (respussing on
my corn crib, and o stop the perpetration of erime
in the costom house.  Now [ would sk suchk
clerks what ia the amount of salary, the men why
0 many daysago were caught in the very act of
commil'ing suicides in our prisons, and when in
terrogated us tu the cause, and why sy mpech pre-
caution 10 guard onr good ship Corstinuion, and
to prevent self.murder on the quarter deck, or be
bourd in chaind in our cells of solitary eonfine-
ment, without the moat distant hope of peljel=—
hurrah—hurrahi—hureah for Libey! 1 com-
mence wilh five, six, seven, or even eight as the
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swered on no other principle than electricity. No
other ground than red ¢lay with sandy botiom is
fit for s pothegma— this, that the brain of the mam:
moth ie kept in a continual stete of tarmoil—ihe
sufferer is distracted by his own foibles, his own-
whims and nonsense, his intolerable loquecity—
thus needlessly disturbing himself until ont -of
erisience, and seeks relief in the arms of Mer-
pheus, or elumbers in death, 10 wake no more un.
til time and death shall be no more—thus prov-
ing conclusively that this is a probationary state—
that death is preferred by the brave and free 1o o
life in slavery, tv a life of solitary wandering in
a trackless desert, is 10,000 confinement by those
who dre used o the chambers of luxury, and are
beal able to judge of their own imaginary wants.

The words in italics were italicised by our.
selves, and did not so appear in the original. By
reading iiese words alone, the true meaning of
this queer pece of composition is dissovered.
Huw we were enabled to pick out the precise
words which are 1o be resd, is a question we will
not answer just now. It is sufficient that our
eorrespondent will acknowledge that his cypher
is read.

T.R, H. or J. R. H. {we canmot make out the
first letler precisely) of Philadelphia, will pardon
us for not undertaking the solution of his puzzle
s it slands; for he has evidently misnndersiood
our whole design. He eays that he has made =
bet upon our infallibity ; and that he may eafely
da, provided always that he sticks to the maiter
in hand. We.said, distincily, that we would
' read any English writing, where arbitrary marks
are used in place of the common alphabetical
characlers—Ifor example, an alphabet is firsl made
in which a * represents g, a1 b, a { ¢, & &e—
this alphabet is then employed az the erdinary
oie would be, The sama character must always
siend for the same letter. Now if J. R. H. will
take the trouble to connt the various distinet cha-
racters employed by him, he will find there are
no less than fifiy-one. But there are only twenty-
aix letters in the English alphabet, He can ger
his MS. agein by applying et our office. In the
meantime let him concoct another puzzle, in ne.
eordance with our conditions, and bet as much as
he pleases upon our solving it. The present ber
is a drawn one of conree, as there was a misun-
derstanding.

The following letter is from Lewistown, Mif. |

ﬂiﬂ EU“-“'J".‘ ?..l
Dear sir,—

- It appears from several back numbers of the .

Messenger that the Philadelphia pozzle-makers
are notable 1o puzzle you. I therefore send youo

one which if you translate, [ will agrea to send |,

you ten subseribers and the cash. [t i» a geno-
ine article and no deception mbout i. If you
cannot eome i, please inwert it for the amuse
ment of the Philadelphians, and try them on »
country poser. Yours, &eo.

G. W. KULP.

The Philadelphians are not such fools as Mr. |

Kulp supposes them. His puzzle, however, is
this :

Ge Jeasgdav,

2ij gl mw, laam, xzy emlwhizek ejlvdaw
swke 1x lbr atgh lbinx aanu bai Vemukkss pwu

riwk agh gnumk wdlizweg jobrvv oseg enwh |

rwmgy mo sl wobx mw al pufdefphh wekes

1l skiyahul. Mk num yexdm whxy sbe hv|

vyx Phwkgnameuk?
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™ were “am,” it would ba preceded or immedintely

phering a true cypher, will enable us 10 demon.
sirale tha falsity of any fietivousope Tt may af.
bl winr frends seime amigsement 10 follow ud o
the process of & demonstration in the presem
Chad
The rewder will olierve that we have imli.
ciged 1hree words in the eypher, and opon (et
ihree depsods all we have 1o say. Wa bogin
with “maw,”" a ward of two leters. Now wmll
Englsh wirdsof but s letiens consst of 8 vowel

the vowel s, and let s prefiv this o every

consonant, and see how many words con thos be
made. For example—ab, ac, ml, af, ng, &c—we

ond w1l 1ligt can b mode by plasing © 2™ firse,
are ¥ ah* #am.” « an," &l and @ ey Now,
placing * @ first, let na profic it 10 every conse-
nant in the sume way—then place all the other
voweln first, reapectively ; then plare all the con.
sonanta first, respectively, adding the vowels
Having gooe theoogh the slphabet thos, we
rendily discover every word in the language, of
iwe lettere. Thers, in fact, are but thirty—ah,
am, nn, ul, ny, if, im, {5, of, om, or, 0, b, b, h_v.
du, gn, b, he, bo, ln; lo, ma, me, my, no, pa, s,
to, nnd wo.  Now = mw,” inthe puzele, most re.
peesant omg af thess Thirty words. The wond
wam™ we may as well sirike out, for il * mw"™

followed by the pronous [—but there is no single
letier mewr it

W nosw refer 1o the word :ﬂﬂm.-*" I et
is = @k, then © mbo must be some word firmod

We had scarcely glanced at this affuir when
we pronainced il an impositon, nolwithstanding
Mr. K's nstertion o the comrary. In the G
place, hud it heen = a genvine ariicle,” it woulo
nol have been written in s free and runiing s
hand s it is—a hesitation would have been ap.
parent aboul the chamciers. In the secopd
pluce, there is no word in the English language
which ends se Mr. K's word * Vemnuh ke does—
that s o sy with double-duplicate loters B
the same method which serves us io the decy.

wiid B consomant,  Let ws suppose the * m" do b

find no English word until we coma 0~ ah™=—{

by the insertion of o letier between aand 4. By
runsing down the alphabet we immediaiely see
thnt * ask™ i the only word which can be thos
formed. Wea now proceed lo = an”  If * me”
i# 4 an,"” then * mlic” must be some word o med
by the insertion of & letter between a and n.
Rurning down the alphahot ms belsre, Wa find
that no word can be e formed—we  thareforn
gtrtloe oot @n Trom the D ol vwenty-nine ; foe m
eannot be an.  Going throngh the whole in this
way, wo see thal mn must be giher
abs, from which may be Forosed aib,

ut, From which may be faormed afi, alt, unt, apty B are,
di L L A L] I“,

gall,
oy

war,
l‘h HT': b""l'r“"!- t""h
b,

of, # = w
o an -
" s
i 1 in
o -
l-l- i
i +

F
A A

ma¥,
tha", anad wa,

Wo have thus narrovwed the guesiicn i regand
1o . very mach—From thiny o ton words | one
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wards in ihe sseonid eolamn,  No® we reler 1o
the third italicized word lasm.,

form, ® . . m, in whieh the dois represent iwa
unkpown lotters af the mme kind. I miw be

datbile leflers where the dote are !nu_lum_n-.r 1
the words in the schedole. Tha slightest 1o |,
spection will antisly tho reador that b . < T MO L

gory be falilled. By inserling & & we gel the
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of which il must ba. Al the sme time it |,
equally cortain that mic most be one of the |,

If melw he ash, then leam will be a word of this K

T -
That i v my, n-pn“:hlhﬂ l'l.l'!l_l!-ﬂ
pome word which can be formed by plaring |

he the ane, i any; G here alone con e cote. |

word ool Loas is thom hoot oz mothing. B} g
ibe hypothesis of the wird koot je fmded Bpen | .
thal of 1l word il i1 thee wapped colome of thi | g,
st schodule 08d 48" upon fa in the A |y,
column, Wa nOW SITIVE 81a Jafinite couclmin. |
Elihar Mr, Kulp's purtis b nol gaouins, OF B |
ands ot 1o, mbe fe 246" and famm fop oot Bl |
it e aviddend gt thin INISE onnnos to—pop in ihat | g,

affi, than famm will be s word of this frm, T8 -
I mlst e ali, than loew will be 1, . 8 e, doe %
Going through the whole second colomn thos we ||
gel this schel ulo. i
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follows ?-—%}F that Mr, Kulp's'puzzle is no puz-
zle at all. This demonstration is s absolutely
'conclusive as any mathematical ‘one could be.
The process of reasoning here employed is that
l“mpiﬂyed also’in the solution of the eyphers.
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