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Perſian Letters. 

LETTRE & 

UsBek to . 

HEY are always talking here 
of the 3 The other 
day, I went into a houſe, where 

the firſt perſon I ſaw, _—— 
man, with a ruddy complection, 
ſaid, with a loud voice, I have abs. 
ed my mandate; I ſhall make no fur- 
ther anſwer to what you ſay; but read 
that mandate, and you will find that I 
have reſolved all your doubts. I ſweated 

V's. Ih B. much 



2 PERSIAN LETERS. 
much to do it, ſaid he, wiping his forchead 
with his hand, I had need of all my learn- 
ing; and I was obliged to read many a 
Latin author. I believe ſo, ſaid a man 

| who was by; for it is a curious work, and 
I defy even the jeſuit, who comes ſo often 
to ſee you, to compole a better. Read it 
then, replied the other, and you will be 
better inſtructed in theſe matters in a quar- 
ter of an hour, than if I had talked to 
you a whole day. Thus he avoided en- 
tering into a converſation, and expoſing 
his inſu But as he ſaw himielf 
preſſed, he was obliged to quit his in- 
trenchments ; and began to ſay, with a 
theological energy, a great many fooliſh 
things, ſupported by a derviſe who ſhowed 
ae pect to what he ſaid. When 

preſent denied — 

r have ſo 
„ judges. 
came 9128 to be in- 
fallible judges? Do not you perceive, re- 
„ 2 
tened us? That is happy, returned I, for 
den de ane of your aking to-day 
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] perceive you have great need to be en- 
lightened. 

Paris, the 18th of the moon 
Rebiab, 1717. 

LETTER CL 

UsBtx to IsBEN, at SMYRNA. 

E moſt powerful ſtates in Europe, 
I ̃are thoſe of the emperor, the kings 
of France, Spain, and England. Italy, 
and a large part of Germany, are divided 
into a great many little ſtates, the princes 
of which are, ſtrictly ſpeaking, the mar- 
tyrs of ſovereignty. Our glorious fultans 
have more wives than ſome of theſe petty 
princes have ſubjects. The ſtates of Italy, 
which are not ſo united, are more to be 
pitied, their dominions are as much expoſed 
as ſo many caravanſeras, they are forced to 
admit the firſt who come: they are there- 

fore obliged to attach themſelves to ſome 
great prince, and give him a ſhare of their 
tears, rather than of their aſſiſtance. The 

B 2 greater 
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greater part of the governments in Europe 
are monarchical, or rather they are fo called: 
for 1 do not know whether there ever was 
one truly fo; at leaſt it is difficult that 
they ſhould ſubſiſt long without being cor- 

rupted. It is a ſtate of violence that always 
degenerates into deſpotiſm, or into a re- 
public. The power can never be equally 
divided between the people and the prince; 
the balance is too difficult to be preſerved : 
the power muſt decreaſe on one (ide. whilft 
It increaſes on the other; but the balance is 
generally in favour of the prince, who is at 

| the head of the armies. Accordingly the 
power of the European kings is very great, 
and it may be faid they have as much as 
they pleaſe : but they do not exerciſe it ſo 
extenſively as our 1 farſt, becauſe 

are not willing to offend the manners 
and religion of the people; ſecondly, be- 
cauſe it is not their intereſt to extend it ſo 
far. Nothing more reduces princes to the 
condition of their ſubjects, than the im- 

menſe power they exerciſe over them; 
nothing ſubjects them more to the turns 
and caprices of fortune. The cuſtom, in 
ſome ſtates, of putting to death all thoſe 
who offend them, upon the leaſt _ 
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that they make, deſtroys that proportion 
which ought to be obſerved between crimes 

and punichments, which is in a manner the 
foul of a ſtate, and the harmony of em- 
Pires; and this proportion, carefully ob- 
ſerved by the Chriſtian princes, hath given 
them a very great advantage over our 
ſultans. A Perſian who hath by impru- 

dence, or misfortune, drawn upon himſelf 
the diſpleaſure of his prince, is ſure to die: 
the ſmalleſt fault, or the leaſt caprice, re- 
duces him to this neceſſity. Bur, if he had 
attempted the life of his ſovereign, if he 
had deſigned to give up places of im = 
ance into CR mere be Bil 
would but loſe his life : he runs no er 
riſque in this latter caſe, than in the former. 
So that under the leaſt diſgrace, — 
certain death before him, and nothing wor 
to fear, he is naturally led to diſturb the 
ſtate, and to conſpire againſt his ſovereign, 
the only reſource he hath left. It is not 
the ſame with the great men in Europe, 
from whom their diſgrace takes away only 
the good-will and favour of their prince. 
They retire rom court, and think of no- 
thing but en 
vantages 

joying a quiet life, and the ad- 
their birth. As they ſeldom 

T3 - lole 
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loſe their lives but for high-treaſon, they 
are fearful of falling into it, from a conſi- 
deration of how much they have to loſe, 
and how little to gain : this is the reaſon 
that we ſee few rebellions here, and few 
princes periſh by violent deaths. If in that 
unlimited power our princes have, they did 
not take ſo many precautions for the ſecu- 
rity of their lives, they would not live a 
day; and if they had not in their pay a 
great number of troops, to tyrannize over 
the reſt of their ſubjects, their empire would 
not ſubſiſt a month. It is not above three 
or four ages ago, that a king of France 
took guards, contrary to the cuſtom of 
thoſe times, to _ himſelf roofs yr 
Ruffians, whom a pett ſia had 

lived ſent to aſſaſſinate is; "ill the then kings 
quiet in'the midſt of cheir ſubjedts, as fa- 
thers ' amidft their children. Though the 
kings of France cannot, of their own mo- 
tion, take away the life of any of their 
ſubjects, like our ſultans, they have how- 
ever always the power of extending mercy 
to all criminals : it is ſufficient that a man 
hath been fo happy as to ſce the auguſt 
countenance. of his prince, to remove his 
unworthineſs to live, Theſe — 

e 
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like the ſun, who carries warmth and life 
every where. 

Paris, the Sth of the moon 
of the 2d Rebiab, 1717. 

LETTER ON 

Uenan to the Same. 

O purſue the ſubject of my laſt let- 
ter, hear what a ſenſible European 

faid to me the other day. The worſt method 
the Aſiatic princes could take, is to ſhur 
themſelves up as they do. They think to 
render themſelves more reſpected: but they 
make the royalty reſpected, and not the 
king, and attach the minds of the ſubjects 
to a certam throne, and not to a certain 
perſon. That inviſible power which go- 
verns, is always the ſame to the people. 
Though ten kings, who are known only 
by name, have their throats cut one after 
another, the ſubjects are ſenſible of no 
difference; it is juſt as if they had been 
governed by their ſpirits. If the deteſtable 
Parricide of the great king Henry IV. 

| B 4 here 
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here, bad given his blow to one of the 
Indian kings, maſter of the royal ſignet, 
and of a great treaſure which would have 
ſeemed to have been heaped up tor bim, 
he would quietly have aſſumed the reins ot 
the empire, without any perſon's thinking 
to inquire after his king, or his family and 
children. We wonder that there is ſcarce- 
ly ever any change in the governments of 

the Faſtern princes z whence comes this, if 
it is not that they are tyrannical and terri- 
ble? Changes cannot be effected, bur by 
the prince, or 1 the people. Now, there, 
the will take care not to make a 
change, becauſe, being in ſo high a degree 
of power, they have all they can have ; if 
they were to make any change, it could 
not but be to their own ce. As to 
the ſubjedts, if any one of them forms ſuch a 
deſign, he cannot execute it upon the ſtate; 
it would be neceſſary he ſhould counter- 

balance immediately, a power formidable 
and always the only one, he wants time as 
well as the means : but he has no more 
than to go to the ſource of this power; 
and he wants nothing but an arm and a 
moment. The murderer mounts the 3 
whilſt the monarch deſcends, falls, and ex- 

pires 
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pires at his feet. A malecontent, in Europe, 
thinks of carrying on ſome private intelli- 
gence ; to go over to the enemy; to get 

| ſome ſtrong place into his power; to excite 
murmurings among the ſubjects. A male- 
content, in Aſia, aims directly at the prince, 
ſurpriſes, {trikes, and overthrows : he blocs 
out his very memory; in an inſtant flave 
and maſter, in an inſtant uſurper and law- 
ful. Unhappy the king who hath but one 
head! He ſeems to collect all his power 
upon it, only to point out to the firſt am- 
bitious rebel the part where he may meet 
with it all together. 

Paris, the 17th of the moon 
of the ad Rebiab, 1717. 

LETTER CIV. 
UsBxx to the Same. 

\ LL the people of Europe are not 
equally ſubject to their princes; for 

inſtance, the impatient humour of the 
give their king time to 

make is power heavy. Paſſive obedience 
B 5 and 
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and non · reſiſtance are no virtues in their 
eſteem. They ſay upon this head very 
extraordinary things. According to them, 
there is but one tie that can bind men, 
which is that of gratitude: a huſband, a 
wife, a father and ſon, are not bound to 
each other, but either by the love they 
bear to one another, or by mutual ſervices: 
and theſe different motives of acknowled g- 
ment, are the origin of every kingdom, 
and of all ſocieties. But if a prince, very 
far from making his ſubjects live happy, 
endeavours to oppreſs and ruin them, the 
foundation of obedience ceaſes; nothing 
ties them, nothing attaches them to him, 
and they return to their natural liberty. 
They maintain that no unlimited power 
can be lawful, becauſe it never could law- 
fully commence. For we cannot, ſay they, 
give to another more power over us, than 

| we have ourſelves : now we have not an 
unlimited power over ourſelves ; for in- 
ſtance, we cannot take away our own lives, 
no perſon then upon earth, conclude they, 
hath a right to ſuch a power. High trea- 
ſon is nothing, according to them, but a 
crime committed by the weaker againſt the 
ſtronger, by difobeying him, in whatever 
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manner he does ſo. Accordingly, the peo- 
ple of England, when they found them- 
ſelves ſtrongeſt in oppoſition to one of their 
kings, declared it to be high treaſon in a 

king to make war upon his ſubjects. They 
have therefore good reaſon to ſay, that 
the precept in their Koran, which enjoins 
obedienc e to the powers, is not very diffi- 
cult to be followed, as it is impoſſible for 
them not to obſerve it; ſince it is not to 
the moſt virtuous that they are obliged to 
fubmit, bur to the ſtrongeſt. The Engliſh 
ſay, that one of their kings having over- 
come, and taken priſoner, a prince who diſ- 

ted the crown with him, and reproac 
im with his treachery and peridioutarts: 

it is not above a moment, the un- 
fortunate prince, ſince it was decided which 
of us two is the traitor. An uſurper de- 
clares all thoſe to be rebels, who have not 
like him, oppreſſed their country : and, 
believing there are no laws where he ſees 
no judges, forces reſpect to the caprices 
of chance and fortune, as to the decrees 

of heaven. 

Paris, the 2oth of the 
moon of the zd Rebiab, 

3 1746 

LEY 
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""KLET TER CY. 

RRE DI to UsBex, at Paris. 

HOU talkeft much to me in one of 
thy letters, of the arts and ſciences 

cultivated in the weſt. Thou wilt be ready 
to regard me as a barbarian : but I know 
not if the benefit derived from them hath 
made amends to mankind, for the bad ule 
to which they are daily applied. I have 
Heard fay, that the fingle invention of 
bombs, hath deſtroyed the liberty of all 
the people of Europe. The princes being 
no longer willing to intruſt the guard of 
towns to the citizens who would ſurrender 
them at the firft bomb, made that a pretext 
for keeping a large body of regular troops, 
with which they afterwards oppreſſed their 

ſubjects. Thou knoweſt, that ſince the 
Invention of gun-powder, there is no place 
impregnable ; that is to ſay, Uſhek, that 

there is not any longer an aſylum upon 
earth againſt injuſtice and violence. I al- 
ways tremble, left they ſhould _ at 
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laſt, at the diſcovery of ſome ſecret, which 
may furniſh them with a ſhorter way to 
deſtroy mankind, and to depopulate whole 
nations and whole kingdoms. Thou haft 
read the hiſtorians; reflect feriouſly upon 
them; almoſt all monarchies have been 
founded only upon the ignorance of arts, 
and have only been deſtroyed by their being 
too much cuitivated. The ancient empire 
of Perſia may furniſh us with a domeitic 
example. I have not been long in Europe: 
but I have heard wiſe men talk of the ra- 
vages of chymiſtry. It ſeems to be a fourth 
ſcourge, which ruins mankind, and deftroys 
them ſingly, but continually ; whilſt that 
of war, plague and famine, deſtroys them 
in large bodies, but by intervals. How 
have we been benefitted by the invention of 
the compaſs, and the diſcovery of ſo many 
nations, who have rather communicated to 
us their diſtempers, tha. (Heir riches ? Gold 
and filver have been <(:viſhed by a gene- 
ral agreement, to be the price of all mer- 
chandizes, and the meaſure of their value, 
becauſe theſe metals were ſcarce, and unfit 
for other uſes : what benefit was it to us 
then, that they ſhould become mere com- 
mon ? and that to mark the value of any 

Com- 
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commodity, we ſhould have two or three 
rokens inſtead of one? This was only a 
greater inconvenience, Put, on the other 
hand, this invention hath been very hurtful 
to the countries that have been di covered. 
Whole nations have been diſcovered: and 
thoſe who have eſcaped death, have been 
reduced to ſo cruel a flavery, that the re- 
lation of it makes the Muſſulmans tremble. 
Happy ignorance of the children of Ma- 
homet ! Amiable ſimplicity, ſo dear to 

our holy prophet; thou doſt always recal 
to my mind, the plain. honeſty of ancient 
times, and that tranquillity which reigned 
in the hearts of our firſt tathers. 

Venice, the 5th of the moon 
| Rhamazan, 1717. 

LETTER en 

UsBex to Rutrvpr, at Venice. 

HOU Colt not think as thou fayeſt, 
or elſe iy actions are better than thy 

thoughts. 1 :0u naſt quitted thy country 
to gain knowledge, and thou deſpiſeſt all 
inſtruction : thou travelleſt to improve thy- 
ſelf, in a country where they cultivate the 

polite 
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polite arts, and lookeſt upon them as hurt- 
ful. Shall I tell thee, Rhedi? I agree with 
thee more than thou doſt with thyſelf. 
Haſt thou well reflected on the barbarous 
and unhappy condition into which we 
ſhould be ſunk by the loſs of the arts? 
There is no need to imagine it, we may 
ſee it. There are yet people upon earth, 
among whom an ape tolerably well taught, 
mizht live with honour; he would be 
nearly upon a level with the reſt of the 
inhabitants, he would not be thought an 
odd being, nor a whimſical character, he 
would pals as well as another, and would 
even be diſtinguiſhed for his politenefs. 
Thou ſayeſt, that almoſt all the founders 
of empires have been ignorant of the arts. 
I will not deny that theſe barbarous people 
may have, like an impetuous torrent, 
ſpread themſelves over the earth, and co- 
vered with their ſavage armies, the moſt 
polite ſtates : but, obſerve, they learned 
the arts, or made thoſe they conquered 
exerciſe them, otherwiſe, their power would 
have paſſed away like the noiſe of thunder 
and tempeſts. Thou ſayeſt thou art afraid, 
left they ſhould invent ſome crueller me- 
thod of deſtruction than that now Not 

0: 
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No: if ſuch a fatal invention ſhould be 
diſcovered, by the law of nations it would 
be prohibi:ed, and by the unanimous con- 
ſeat of nations, it would be ſuppreſſed. It 
is not the intereſt of princes to conquer by 
ſuch means: it is their buſineſs to gain ſub- 
jects, and not lands. Thou doſt complain 
of the invention of gun- powder and bombs; 
you think it is bad that no place is any 
longer impregnable, that is, you think it 
is a bad thing that wars ſhould be ſooner 
terminated than they were before. Thou 
muſt have obſerved, in reading of hiſtory, 
that, fince the invention of gun- powder, 
battles are much leſs bloody than former: , 
becauſe armies hardly ever mix among one 
another. And, if an art in ſome partic: lar 
caſe, ſhouid be found prejudicial, ought it, 
on that account, to be rejefted ? Thou 

thinkeſt that the arts render the people 
effeminate, and by that means, are the 
cauſe of the fall of empires. Thou men- 
tioneſt the ruin of the ancient Perſians, 
which was the effect of their efferr inacy : 
but this example is far from being deci- 
five, ſince the Greeks who cunquere:! them 
ſo often, and ſubdued them, culti , the 
arts with much greater aſſiduity 3 
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they ſay the arts make men effeminare, 
they do not in the leaſt ſpeak of thoſe pco- 
ple who work at them; becauſe they are 

never idle, Which, of all vices, is that which 
weakens courage moſt, The queition then 
is, as to thoſe who enjoy the fruits of them. 
But, as in a polite country, thoſe who reap 
the benefits of one art, are obliged to cul- 
tivate another, leſt they ſhould be reduced 
to a ihametul poverty; it follows, that 
idleneſs and luxury are incompatible with 
the arts. Paris is, perhaps, the moſt 
luxurious City in the world, and refines the 
moſt upon her pleaſures; and yet, perhaps, 
no people live harder than — That 
one man may live in luxury, a hundred 
muſt be continually labouring. A lady 
takes it into her head, that ſhe muſt ap · 
pear at an aſſembly in a certain dreſs; from 
this moment, fifty artificers have no leiſure 
either to eat, drink, or ſleep : ſhe com- 
mands, and is more readily obeyed than 
our monarch, for intereſt is the greateſt 
monarch upon earth. This great applica- 
tion to labour, this thirſt to grow rich, 
runs through every rank, from the artifi- 
cers up to the greateſt men. Nobody loves 
to be poorer than him who is next beneath 

him, 
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him. You may ſce, at Paris, a man who 
hath ſufficient to live upon to the end of 
the world, who continually labours, * 
ventures the ſhortening of his days, to 

| ſcrape up, as he ſays, wherewith to be. 
The fame ſpirit prevails through the whole 

| nation, nothing is ſeen there but labour 
and induſtry. Where then is the effemi- 
nate people of whom you talk ſo much? 

| I will ſuppoſe, Rhedi, that in ſome kmg- 
dom they ſhould ſuffer no arts but ſuch as 
are abſolutely neceſſary for the manuring 
of the lands ; which are nevertheleſs very 
numerc us; and that they ſhould expel all 
thoſe which only adminiſter to pleaſure, or 

> I will maintain, that this would 
be one of the moſt miſerable ſtates that 
hath ever been in the world. Though the 

inhabitants ſhould have refolution enough 
| to ſhift without ſo many things as their 

wants require, the people would decay 
| daily, and the ſtare would become {o weak, 
that there would be no ſtate fo little that 

could not conquer it. It would be eaſy to 
diſcuſs this at large, and to make thee ſen- 
ſible that the revenues of the ſubjects would 
be almoſt abſolutely at an end, and conſe- 
quently thoſe of the prince, There would 

hardly 
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hardly be any of thoſe mutual relations be- 
tween citizens of the ſame faculties : they 
would ſce an end to that circulation of 

"riches, and that increaſe of the revenues, 
which ariſe from the dependence of the 
arts one upon another: every one would 
live upon his land, and raiſe no more than 
what would be preciſely neceſſary to kcep 
him from ſtarving. But as this ſometimes 
is not the twentieth part of the revenue of 
the ſtate, the nun.ber of the inhabitants 
muſt diminiſh in proportion, and there 
would be but a twentieth part of them re- 
maining. Conſider to how much the re- 
venue of induſtry ariſes. Land produces 
annually to the owner but the twentieth 
part of its value ; but with a piſtole worth 
of colours, a painter will draw a picture 
that will produce him fifty. The ſame 
may be ſaid of goldſmiths, workers in wool 
and ſilk, and every kind of artificers: from 
all which, we conclude, Rhedi, that, for 
a prince to be powerful, it is neceſſary his 

ſubjects ſhould hve in affluence, it is ne- 
ceſſary he ſhould endeavour to procure 
them every kind of ſuperfluities, with as 
much attention as the neceſſaries of life. 

Paris, the 14th of the 
moon Chalval, 1717. | 

LE F- 
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LETTER cv 

Rica to IBBEN, at SMYRNA. 

Have ſeen the young monarch. His 
life is very valuable to his ſubjects, it is 

not leis fo to all Europe, becauſe of the 
great troubles his death might occaſion. 
Eut kings are like the gods; and, whilſt 
they live, we muſt believe them immortal. 
His countenance is majeſtic, but pleatiis : 
a good education concurs with a nappy 
diſpoſition, and already promiſes a greac 
prince. They ſay we can never know the 

character of theſe weſtern princes, till they 
have paſſed theſe two trials, their miſtreſs 
and their confeſſor. We ſhall ſoon {c the 
one and the other, labouring to poſſeſs the 
mind of this, and he on this account will be 
the ſubject of great contentions. For, un- 
der a young prince, theſe two powers are 
always rivals; but they agree and unite 
together under an old one. A derviſe 

young prince; the king's ſtrength is his 
weaknels : but the other triumphs equally 

in 

hath a difficult part to ſupport with a 
ſ 
Y 
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in his ſtrength and weakneſs. At my ar- 
rival in France, I tound the late king en- 
tirely governed by women: and yet, con- 
ſidering his age, I believe he had leſs oc- 

caſion for them than any monarch upon 
earth. I one day heard a woman fay : I 
muſt do ſomething for this young colone], 
I know his valour ; I muſt ſpeak to the 
miniſter. Another faid, it is aſtoniſhing 
this young abbot hath been forgot ; he 
muſt be a biſhop; he is a man of birth, 
and I can anſwer for his conduct. How- 
ever thou muſt not imagine that theſe wo- 

0 men who held this converſation were fa- 
vourites of the prince : they had not per- 
haps ſpoke to him twice in their lives; 
which yet is a very eaſy thing to do with 
European princes. But there is not a 
perſon who hath any employment at court, 
in Paris, or in the provinces, who hath not 
ſome woman, through whoſe hands all the 
favours, and fornetimes all the injuſtice 
he can do, always paſs. Theſe women are 
conſtantly connected together, and make a 
kind of republic, the members of which 
are always buſy mutually to ſuccour and 
ſerve each other: it is a new kind of 
ſtate within another: and a perſon at the 

court, 
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court, at Paris, or in the provinces, who 
fees the miniſters, magiſtrates, and pre- 
lates, acting in their ſeveral (tations, it he 
knows nothing of the women who govern 
them, is like a man indeed who ſces a ma- 
chine at work, but who is unacquainted 
with the ſprings that move it. Doſt thou 
think, Ibben, that a woman agrees to be 
a miſtreſs to a miniſter for the pleaſure of 
lying with him? what a ſtrange thought 
this would be! It is that ſhe may every 
morning prel.nt him with five, or fix, 
titions: and the goodneſs of their natural 
diſpoſition appears in the zeal which they 
have to do good to a great number of un- 
happy people, who procure them a hundred 
thouſand livres a year. They complain in 
Perſia, that the kingdom is governed by 
two or three women : but it is much worſe 
in France, where the women in general go- 
vern, and not only aſſume the authority in 

groſs, but even divide it among themſelves 
by retail. 

W the laſt of the moon 
Chalval, 1717. 
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LETTER cli. 

Uses U. 

HERE are a kind of books here 
not at all known to us in Perſia, and 

which ſeem to be much in faſhion here: 
thele are the journals. Lazy people are 
mightily pleaſed with reading them : they 
are hugely delighted with being able to 
run through thirty volumes in a quarter of 
an hour. In moſt of theſe books, the 
author hath hardly paid his uſual com- 
pliments, but the reader is at his laſt 
gaſp : he leads him half dead into a ſub- 
ject drowned in the midſt of an ocean of 
words. One man hath a mind to im- 
mortalize himſelf in a duodecimo, this in 
a quarto, another in a folio : it is neceſſary 
then he ſhould extend his ſubject in pro- 

ion; this he does without mercy, 
eſteeming the labour of the poor reader 

as nothing, who kills himſelf in reducing 
what the author took ſo much pains to en- 
large. I cannot find, * * *, what merit 
there is in compoſing ſuch kinds of work : 

| I could 
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could do the fame eaſily enough, if I 
had a mind to ruin my health, and a 
bookſeller. The great fault of theſe jour- 
naliſts is, that they ſpeak only of new 
books ; as if truth was always novel. It 
ſcems to me, that, till a man hath read all 
the ancient books, he hath no reaſon to 
prefer the new ones to them. But, when 
they impoſe it as a Jaw upon themſelves. 
never to ſpeak of works but ſuch as are 
juſt hot from the forge, they like wiſe lay 
themſelves under another, which is, to be 
very tireſome. They take care not to cri- 
ticiſe thoſe books from which they make 
their extracts, for this reaſon, becauſe they 
are not able; and indeed, what man is bold 
enough to make ten or a dozen, enemies 
every month. The generality of authors 
are like the poets, who will bear a hearty 
caning without complaining ; but who, 
little tender of their ſhoulders, are ſo much 
more ſo of their works, that they know 
not how to bear the leaſt criticiſm. A per- 
ſon therefore muft take great care how he 
attacks them in ſo ſenſible a part; and the 
Journaliſts are well acquainted with this. 
They therefore do juſt the contrary ; they 
begin with praiſing the ſubject treated * 
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this is their firſt folly : from thence they go 
on to praiſe the author, with forced encomi- 
ums ; for they have to do with people who 
are always in breath, ever ready todo them- 
ſelves juſtice, and to attack, with a ſtroke 
of their pens, a fool-hardy journaliſt. 

Paris, the 5th of the moon 
Zilcade, 1718. 

LETTER Cix. 

. 

HE univerſity of Paris is the eldeſt 
1 daughter of the kings of France; 

and the eldeſt by much; for ſhe is above 
nine hundred years old; ſo that ſhe now 
and then doats ; I have been told, that ſhe 
had ſometimes a great quarrel with ſome 
doctors, about the letter Q *, which ſhe 
would have pronounced like a K. The 
diſpute grew ſo warm, that ſome were 
ſtript of their eſtates : the parliament was 
obliged to determine the difference; and 

* He means the quarrel of Ramus. 

Vor, Il, C it 
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it granted permiſſion, by a ſolemn arret, 
to all the ſubjects of the king of Frar.ce, 
to pronounce thus letter according to their 
own fancy. It was certainly very divert- 
ing to lee the twe moſt reſpectable bodies 
in Europe, employed in deciding in ſo ve- 
hement a manner about a letter in the al- 
phabet! It looks, my dear * , as if the 
heads of the greateſt men idiotized when 
they meet together ; z and that where there 
are moſt people, there is ſo much the leſs 
wiſdom. Great bodies always attach them- 
ſelves fo ſtrongly to little things, and fooliſh 
cuſtoms, that  effencials never come to be 
conſidered till afterwards. I have heard 
ſay, that a king of Arragon, having aſ- 
ſembled * the ſtates of Arragon and Cata- 
Inia, the firſt meetings were employed in 
deciding what language the deliberations 
ſhould be held in : the diſpute was warm, 
and the ſtates would have broke up a 
thouſand times, if they had not thought 
of an expedient, which was, that the queſ- 
tions ſhould be put in the Catalonian 
language, and the anſwers in that of Ar- 
ragon. 

Paris, the 25th of the moon 
Zilhage, 1718. 

A. D. 1610. 

LET. 
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LET TT ERCY. 

Rica to * #, 

72 E part a pretty woman hath to 
conduct, is more important than may 

be imagined. Nothing is more ferious 
than what paſſes every morning at her 
toilet, amidſt her fervants : a general of 
an army does not make uſe of more con- 
ſideration how to place his right, or his 
corps de reſerve, than ſhe does to place a 
patch, which may fail of its end, but of 
which ſhe hopes“ or foreſees the ſucceſs. 
What perplexity of mind, what thoughr, 
continually to be reconciling the intereſts 
of two rivals; to appear neuter to both, 
while ſhe is reſigned to the one and to the 
other; and makes herſelf the mediatrix in 
all the cauſes of complaint that ſhe gives 
them! How buly in ſettling the order, and 
to appoint parties of pleaſ..re, and to pre- 
vent every accident that may interrupt 
them! Wich all this, the greateſt trouble 
15 not to be, but to appear, diverted. Be 

C 2 10 
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as dull as you pleaſe, they will excuſe you, 
provided they can but be thought to have 
been very merry. Some days ago, I was 
at a ſupper which ſome ladies gave in the 
country. Ail the way thither they were 
continually ſaying, however we muſt make 
ourſelves very merry. We were very ill 
paired, and conſequently grave enough. I 
muſt confeſs, ſays one of the women, that 
we are very merry : there 1s not to day in 
Paris fo gay a party as ours. As I grew 
heavy, a woman jogged me, and faid, 
Well, are not we in a charming good hu- 
mour ? Yes, anſwered I, yawning, I be- 

 Heve I ſhall burſt myſelf with laughing. 
However, gravity got the hetter of our re- 
ſolutions ; and, as to myſelf, from one 
ape to another, I ſunk into a lethargic 
ee p, which put an end to all my mirth, 

Paris, the 11th of the moon 
Maharran, 171 8. 

LE T- 
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LETTER CRE 

Uszex, to * * * 

HE late king's reign was ſo long, 
that the end had made the begin- 

ning to be forgot. At preſent the faſhion 
is, to be taken up with nothing but with 
the events that happened in his minority; 
and no body reads any thing now but the 
memoirs of thoſe times. See a ſpeech 
which one of the generals of the city of 
Paris, made in a council of war : though 
] muſt confeſs I can conceive nothing very 
great in it. 

© GENTLEMEN, 
* Though our troops have been repulſed 

* with loſs, I believe it will be very eaſy 
for us to repair this misfortune. l have 
* compoſed ſix couplets of a ſong ready 

to be publiſhed, which, [ am perſuaded, 
will reſtore all our affairs to an equili- 
* rium. I have made choice of ſome ex- 
© lent voices, which, iſſuing from the ca- 
* vity of certain ſtrong breaſts, will won- 

C 2 * dertully 
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* derfully move the people. They are ſet 
to an air, which, hitherto hath had a ſin- 
* oular effect. If this does not do, we 
« will publiſh a print of Mazarine as hanged. 
* Luckily for us, he does not ſpeak good 
French *, and fo murders it that it is im- 
poſſible but that his affairs muſt decline. 
We do not fail making the people ob- 

* ſerve, with what a ridiculous accent he 
* pronounces . A few days ago we 
* made ſuch a ridicule of a blunder that he 
© made in grammar, that it hath been made 
* a joke s o in every ſtreet. I hope, that 
before eight days, the people will make 
* the name of Mazarine a general word to 
* expreſs all beafts of burden and carriage. 
Since our defeat, our muſic about origi- 
6s na! fin 5, hath fo vexed him, that, not to 
* ſee all his party reduced to one balf, he 
* bath been obliged to fend back all his 
pages. Recover yourlelves then; take 
courage; and be aſſured that we - 

make 

* Cardinal Mazarine was an Italian by birth, 
+ The Cardinal being to pronouuce the edict of 

the Cui, he called it, before the deputies of the 
parliament, the edi of the Onion, which made the 
public very merry. 

$ The fin of his being born a forks 
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* make him repafs the mountains by the 
force of our hiſles.” 

Paris, the 4th of the moon 
Chabban, 1718. 

LETTER CXIL 

Ru DI to UsBrx, at Parris. 

\ URING my ſtay in Europe, I em- 
ploy myſelf in reading the ancient 

and modern hiſtorians : I compare one age 
with another: I have the pleaſure of feeing 

them paſs, as it were before me: and my 
mind 1s particularly engaged to thoſe great 
changes which have made fo great a dif- 
ference between times and times, and the 
earth ſo little hke itſelf. Thou haſt 
perhaps conſidered a thing which is a con- 
tinual ſubject of wonder to me. How 
comes the world to be fo thinly peopled, 
in compariſon to what it was formerly ? 
How hath nature loſt the prodigious fruit- 
fulneſs of the firſt ages? Is ſhe already in 
her old age, and ſunk into a ſtate of fee- 
blenefs ? I ftaid above a year in Italy, where 

C34 I ſaw 
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I faw nothing but the wrecks of the an- 
cient Italy, lo famous in paſt times. Though 
all the inhabitants live in the cities, yet are 
they entire deſerts, and wholly depopulated: 
they ſeem to ſubſiſt now only to ſhow the 
places where thoſe potent cities ſtood, fo 
much talked of in lifttory. Some perſons 
here pretend that the city of Rome alone, 
contained formerly more people than the 
greateſt kingdom in Europe does at this 
day. There were ſome Roman citizens, 
Who had ten, and even twenty thouland, 
flaves, without counting thoſe who worked 
at their country houſes : and as they reckon 
that there were four, or five hundred thouſand 
citizens, we cannot fix the number of its 
inhabitants, without ſhocking imagination 
itſelf. In Sicily there were formerly pow- 
erful kingdoms, and numerous nations, 
who have ſince diſappeared : this iſland is 
now conſiderable for nothing but its vul- 
canoes. Greece is fo deſerted, that it doth 
not co:.tain the hundredth part of its ancient 
inhabitants. Spain, formerly ſo crowd- 
ed, nov. ſhows us only uninhabited coun- 
tries; and France is nothing in compariſon 
of that ancient Gaul deſcribed by Cæſar. 
The Northern countries are greatly ſtript; 

they 
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they are now far from being obliged, as 
formerly, to divide themſelves, and to ſend 
out, like ſwarms, colonies and whole na- 
tions, to ſeek for new habitations. Poland, 

and Turkey, in Europe, have hardly any 

people. We cannot find in America, the 

fiftieth part of the men who once formed 
there ſuch great empires. Alia is ſcarcely 
in a better ſtate. That Aſia Minor, which 

contained ſo many powerful monarchies, 
and ſuch a vaſt number of great cities, 
hath now but two, or three. As to the 
greater Aſia, that part of it which is ſub- 

ject to the Turk, is not more populous : 
as to that under the dominion of our kings, 
if compared with the flouriſhing tare it 
formerly enjoyed, we ſhall find it hath but 
a very ſmall ſhare of thoſe numberleſs in- 

| habitants which it had in the times of the 
Xerxes'sand Darius's. As to the petty itates 
on the borders of theſe great empires, they 
are really deſerts : ſuch are the kingdoms 
of Trimetta, Circaſſia, and that of 3 
Theſe princes, with vaſt dominions, can 
hardly reckon up fifty thouſand ſubjects. 
Egypt is not leſs deficient than other coun- 
tries. In fine, I ſurvey the whole earth, 
and I find nothing there but ruin and de- 

C 5 | CIY 3 
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cay : I think I ſee her juſt emerging from 
the ravages of plague and famine. Africa 
hath always been fo little known, that we 
cannot ſpeak ſo exactly of it as of other 
parts of the world : but if we conſider only 
the Mediterranean coaſts, which have been 
always known, we ſhall ſee that it hath 

greatly fallen from what it was under the 
Carthaginians and the Romans. At pre- 
ſent her princes are ſo weak, that they are 
the moſt petty potentates in the world. 

According to a calculation as exact as can 
be made in matters of this nature, I find 
there is hardly upon the earth the tenth 
part of the people that there was in ancient 
times. And what is very aſtoniſhing, is, 
that it becomes every day lefs populous : 
and, if this continues, in ten ages, it will 
be no other than a deſert, This, Uſbek, 
is the molt terrible cataſtrophe that ever 
happened in the world. But we have 
hardly perceived it, becauſe it hath arrived 
by degrees, and through the courſe of a 
great number of ages, which denotes an 
inward defect, a fecret hidden poiſon, a 
languiſhing diſcaſe which afflicts human 
nature. 

Venice, the 10th of the 
moon Rhegeb, 1718. 

L E T- 

* 

9 

8 

. 

E 

; 

1 
FX 

I 

S 



| of 

7 

8 

{ 

PERSIAN LETTERS. 35 

LETTER CXIII. 

'UsBrx to RRHEDI, at VENICE. 

H E. world, Rhedi, is not incor- 
ruptible ; the heavens themſelves are 

not; the aftronomers are eye- witneſſes of 
their changes; which are indeed the na- 

tural effects of the univerſal motion of 
matter. The earth is ſubject, like the 
other planets, to the laws of motion: and 
ſhe ſuffers within herſelf, a perpetual con- 
flift among her own principles: the ſea and 
land ſeem engaged i in an eternal war; every 
inſtant produces new conjunctions. Man- 
kind, in an abode ſo ſubject to changes, 
are in a ſtate likewiſe uncertain: a hundred 
thouſand cauſes may act, capable of de- 
ſtroying them, and much more of in- 
creaſing, or diminiſhing their number. FE 
ſhall not mention to thee thoſe particular 
eataſtrophes, fo frequent among hiſtori- 
ans, which have deftroyed cities and whole 
kingdoms : there are general ones, which 
have often put the human ſpecies within 
an inch of deſtruction. Hluſtory is full + 

thoſe 
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thoſe univerſal plagues, which have, by 
turns, deſolated the whole earth; of one, 
among others, that was fo violent that it 
blaſted the very roots of the plants, and 
infected the whole known world, to the 
very empire of Cathay : one degree more 
of corruption would perhaps in a ſingle 

day, have deſtroyed all human nature. It 
is not two centuries ago that the moſt 
ſhameful of all diſtempers was felt in 
Europe, Aſia, and Africa ; it wrought in 
a little time prodigious effects, that would 
have deſtroyed mankind, if it had con- 
tinued its progreſs with the ſame fury. 
Depreſſed with diſeaſe from their birth, in- 
capable of ſuſtaining the weight of the 
duties of ſociety, they muſt miſerably 
have periſhed. What if the venom had 
been a little more exalted ? and without 
doubt it would have become fo, if they 
had not been fo happy as to find out fo 
powerful a remedy as that which hath been 
diſcovered. This diſeaſe, perhaps, attack- 
ing the parts of generation, would have 
affected generation itſelf, But why talk I of 

the deſtruction which might have happened 
to the human nature? Hath it not in fact 
arrived ? and did not the deluge reduce it 

44 to 
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to one ſingle family? There are philoſo- 
phers who maintain two creations ; that of 
things, and that of man : they cannot con- 
ceive that matter and things have been 
created but fix thouſand years; that God 
deferred his works during all eternity, and 
did not uſe, but yeſterday, his creative 
power. Was it becauſe he could, or be- 
cauſe he would, not ? But, if he could not 
at one time, neither could he at another. 
It muſt be then becauſe he would not : but, 
as there is no ſucceſſion of time in God, if 
we admit that he willed any thing once, 
he willed it always, and from the begin- 
ning. However all hiſtorians mention a 
firſt father : they preſent us with the birth 
of human nature. Is it not natural to think 
that Adam was ſaved from ſome common 
deſtruction, as Noah was from the deluge; 
and that theſe great events have been fre- 
quent upon earth ſince the creation? But 
all theſe deſtructions have not been violent. 
We ſee many parts of the earth grown 

weary, 

The former editions had here, as follows, 
— We mutt not therefore pretend to count the 
years of the world: the number of the grains 
* of ſand upon the ſca- ſaore, is no more to be 
compared to them than one inſtant.“ 



433 PERSIAN LETTERS. 
weary, as it were of furniſhing ſubſiſtence 
to man : how do we know if the whole 
earth hath not in it general cauſes, ſlow and 
imperceptible, of this wearineſs? I was 
willing to give thee theſe general ideas, be- 
fore I anſwered more particularly to thy 
letter of the decreaſe of mankind, which 
hath happened within theſe ſeventeen, or 
eighteen, hundred centuries, I ſhall ſhow 
thee, in a ſucceeding letter, that, inde- 
pendent of phy ſical cauſes, there are moral 
ones by which this effect may have been 
produced. 

Paris, the 8th of the moon 
Chahban, 1718. 

LETTER CXIV. 

. Uszrx to the Same. 

| the earth is leſs populous than it 
was formerly; and, if thou conſidereſt 
carefully, thou wilt find that this great 
difference comes from that which hath 
happened in our manners. Since the Chriſ- 

tian 
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tian and Mahometan religions have divided 
the Roman world, things have been greatly 
changed: theſe two religions have been 
far from being ſo favourable to the propa- 
gation of our ſpecies, as that of thoſe lords 
of the univerſe. Among the Romans, 
lygamy was prohibited ; and by that law 
it had a very great advantage over the Ma- 
hometan religion: divorces were alſo al- 
lowed, which gave it another and no leſs 
conſiderable advantage over the Chriſtian. 
1 find nothing fo contradictory as this plu- 
rality of wives permitted by the holy Koran, 
and the order of fatisfying them com- 
manded in the fame bk Converſe with 
your wives, ſays the prophet, becauſe ye 
are as neceſſary to them as their veſtments, 
and they are as neceſſary to you as your 
own veſtments. See here a precept which 
renders the life of a true muſſulman very 
laborious. He who hath the four wives 
ſettled by law, and only as many concu- 
bines, or ſlaves, muſt not he be weighed 
down with fo many veſtments ? Your wives 
are your tillage, faith the prophet ; apply 

Ives therefore to your tillage : do 
good for your ſouls, and you ſhall one day 
find your recompence. . confider a good 

muſſul- 
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muſſulman as a champion, deſtined always 
to be fighting; but who, ſoon weakened 
and weighed down with his firſt fatigues, 
faints in the very field of battle, and finds 
himſelf, as may be ſaid, to be buried be- 
neath his own triumphs. Nature ever acts 
flowly, and as one may ſay, ſparingly ; ; her 
operations are never violent, even in her 
productions ſhe requires temperance : ſhe 

conſtantly goes on by rule and meafure : 
if ſhe is precipitated, ſhe falls into a lan- 
guor; ſhe employs all her remaining 
ſtrength for her own preſervation, quite 
loſing her productive virtue and generative 
power. It is to this ſtate of debility we 
are always reduced by ſo great a number 
of women, who are fitter to exhauſt, than 
ſatisfy, us. It is very common among us, 
to ſee a man with a very great ſeraglio, 
and yet a very ſmall number of children; 
theſe children too are generally weak and 
unhealthy, and feel the imbecility of their 
fathers. This is not all: theſe women, 
obliged to a forced continence, have need 
of people to guard them, who can be 
none but eunuchs : religion, jealouſy, rea- 
ſon itſelf, will permit no others to 2p- 
proach them : theſe guardians muſt be 

Oz numerous, 
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numerous, to the end they may maintain 
peace within doors amidſt the continual = 
contentions of theſe women, and prevent 
attempts from without. So that a man 
who hath ten wives, or concubines, mult 
have no fewer eunuchs to guard them, 
But what a loſs to ſociety, ſo great a 
number of men, dead as it were from their 

birth! What depopulation muſt follow 
The female (aves kept in the ſeraglio, to 
wait with the eunuchs, upon this oreat bs 

number of women, almoſt always growing 
old in an afflicting virginity : they cannot 
marry while they ſtay there; and their 
miſtreſſes when once uſed to them, will 
hardly ever diſmils them. See how many 
perſons of both ſexes, a ſingle man em- 
ploys for his pleaſures ; they are dead to 
the ſtate, and rendered uſeleſs in the propa- 
gation of the ſpecies. Conſtantinople and 
Iſpahan are the capitals of the two greateſt 
empires in the world : it is there that every 
thing ought to terminate, and whereevery 
body, drawn by a thouſand different ways, 
ſhould come from all parts. Yet even 
theſe cities decay of themſelves, and would 
ſoon be deſtroyed, if the ſovereigns did 
not, almoſt every century, make whole 

nations 
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nations remove thither to repeople them, 
— I will continue this „ in another 
letter. 

Paric, the 13th of the moon 
Chabban, 1718. 

LETTER CXV. 

UsBxx to the Same. 

E Romans had not a leſs number 
ſlaves than we; they r 

| ir why made a better u fe of 
So far from hi 

„ the multiplication of their ſlaves, 
they on the contrary, favoured it all m 
Arn they coupled them, as much 
as they could, by a kind of marriage, 
this means, they filled their houſes with 

Theſe children, who made in time the | 
riches of their maſter, were born around 
him without mamber : he alone had the 
charge of their maintenance and education : 
their fathers, freed from this burden, fol- 

_ lowed 

by vicknt | 
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lowed wholly the inclination of their nature, 
and multiplied, without the fear of having 

too numerous a family. I have obſerved 
to thee, that among us, all the ſlaves are 
employed in guarding our women, and in 

nothing more; that they are, with ref] 
to the ſtate, in a perpetual lethargy : ſo 
that the cultivation of the arts, and of the 
land, is neceſſarily confined to ſome free- 
men, and ſome heads of families, who 
apply themſelves to it as little as poſſible. 
It was not the ſame among the Romans. 
The republic ſerved itſelf with very great 
advantage, by this generation of ſlaves. 
Each of them had his gecalium, which 

| he enjoyed upon ſuch conditions as his 
maſter impoſed upon him : with this 
culium, he laboured, and applied himſelf 
in that way to which his ingenuity led him. 
This made himſelf a banker; another ap- 
plied himſelf to commerce by ſea; one 
{old goods by retail : another gave himſelf wu = 

* Peculium (from peculum, a little flock) this was 
among the Romans the ſtock of him who was in 
ſubjection to another, as a child of the family, or 
a ſlave: it conſiſted of what he was able to acquire 
by his own induſtry, without any aſſiſtance from his 
father, or maſter, but with his permiſhon only. 
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to ſome mechanic art, or elſe farmed and 
cultivated ſome lands: but there was none 
who did not apply himfclf, to his utmoſt 
power, to improve his pecullum, which 
procured him, at the fame time comforts 
in his preſent ſtate of ſervitude, and the 
hope of being able, in ſome future time, 
to purchaſe his liber y: this made a labo- 
rious people, and encouraged arts and 
ſciences. Theſe ſlaves became rich by 

their care and labour, bought their free- 
dom, and became citizens. The repub- 
lic was thus continually repleniſhed, and 
received into her boſom new families as 
faſt as the old ones failed. I may, per- 
haps, in my following letters, have an op- 
portunity to prove to thee, that the more 
men there are in any ſtate, there commerce 
flouriſhes the more; I may alſo as eaſily 
prove, that the more commerce flouriſhes, 
the more the number of people increaſes : 
theſe two things mutually aſſiſt and favour 
each other. If this is ſo, how much muſt 
this very great number of ſlaves, always at 
work, have grown and increafed ? Induſtry 
and plenty gave them birth, and they in 
return gave birth to plenty and induſtry. 

Paris, the 16th of the moon 
Chahban, 1718. | 
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LETTER CXVL 

Usskk to the Same. 

HY a ma we have ſpoken only 
of the Mahometan countries, and 

inquired into the reaſon why they are leſs 
populous than thoſe which were ſubje& to 
the government of the Romans: let us 
now examine what hath produced this 
effect among the Chriſtians. Divorces were 
allowed in the Pagan religion, and for- 
bidden to the Chriſtians. This change, 
which at firſt may appear of ſo little con- 
ſequence, had by degrees terrible effects, 
and ſuch as are not eaſily to be believed. 
This not only took away all the ſweets of 

marriage, bur ſtruck at its very end: de- 
firous to tie the knot faſter, they looſened 
it; and, inſtead of uniting hearts, as they 
pretended, they ſeparated them for ever. 
In fo free an action, and in which the 
heart ought to have fo great a part, they 
put torment neceſſity, and even fate itſelf. 
They reckoned for nothing diſguſts, ca- 
prices, and unſociable humours: they wanted 

to 
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to fix the heart, that is to ſay, that which 
is the moſt variable and inconſtant thing in 
rature : they joined together, without the 
hope of a change, people tired of one 
another, and almoſt always ill matched : 
and did by them like thoſe tyrants who 
uſed to tie living men to dead bodies, 
Nothing contributed more to a mutual at- 
tachment, than the power of divorce : a 
huſband and a wife were induced to bear 
patiently domeſtic troubles, knowing they 
were maſters of the power of ending them; 
and they often retained this power in their 
hand all their life time, without uſing it, 

from this ſingle confideration, that they 
were at liberty to do fo. It is not the ſame 
with the Chriſtians, their preſent vexations 
drive them to deſpair at the apprehenſion 

of thoſe which are to come. They ſce 
nothing in the diſcomforts of marriage, but 
their continuance, or rather their eternity: 
hence ariſe difpuſts, contentions, contempt; 
and this is fo much Jo's to poſterity. Three 
years of marriage are ſcarcely paſt, but the 
eſſential deſign of it is neglected: thirty 
years of coldneſs follow: private ſepara- 
tions are formed as ſtrong, and perhaps 
more hurtful, than if they had been public: 

ho each 
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each lives apart his own way: and all this 
to the prejudice of future generations. A 
man, diſguſted at having a wife for ever, 
ſoon gives himſelf up to looſe women; a 
commerce ſhameful, and contrary to na- 
ture, which, without anſwering the end of 
marriage, repreſents at molt but the plea- 
tures of it. If, of two perſons thus linked 
together, one be unfit to anſwer the deſign 
of nature, and the propagation of the ſpe- 
cies, either from conſtitution, or age, that 
party buries the other with itſelf, and 
renders the other equally uſeleſs. We are 
not therefore to wonder that we fee, among 
the Chriſtians, ſo many marriages produce 
ſo ſmall a number of citizens. Divorce is 
aboliſhed : marriages ill-formed are not to 
be rectified: the women do not paſs, as 
among the Romans, ſucceſſively through 
the hands of ſeveral huſbands, who for 
the time, make the belt they can of them. 

I dare fay, if in a free ſtate, like that of 
Lacedæmon, where the citizens were con- 
tinually tormented by odd and ſubtile laws, 
and in which there was but one family, 
that of the republic, it it had been there 
eſtabliſhed that the hulbands might change 
their wives every year, it would have pro- 

duced 
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duced an innumerable people. It is very 
difficult to comprehend the reaſon that led 
the Chriſtians to abohſh divorces. Mar- 
riage, among all the nations of the world, 
is a contract capable of every kind of ſet- 
tlement ; and none ought to be excluded 
from it but ſuch as would have weakened 
che deſign of it. But the Chriſtians do 
not conſider it in this point of view: and 
they are at a good deal of trouble to ex. 
plain themſelves upon this ſubject. They 
do not make it to conſiſt in the pleaſure of 
ſenſe: on the contrary, as I have already 
told thee, it ſeems as if they were deſirous 
to baniſh it as much as they can ; but it 
is with them an image, a figure, and ſome 
myſterious thing that I cannot at all com- 
prehend. 

Paris, the 19th of the moon 
Chahban, 1718. 
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LETTER CXVIL 

UsgkEk to the Same. 

1 H E ſcarcity of people in the Chriſ- 
tian countries, is not to be aſcribed 

ſolely to the prohibition of divorces : the 
great number of eunuchs which they have 
among them, is not a leſs conſiderable oc- 
caſion of it. I mean the prieſts and der- 
viſes of both ſexes, who devote themſelves 
to perpetual continence : this is, among the 
Chriſtians, a virtue of virtues ; in which 
I cannot comprehend any virtue, not know- 
ing how that can be a virtue, which is pro- 
ductive of nothing. I find their doctors 
plainly contradicting themſelves, when they 
tay that marriage is holy, and that celi- 
bacy, which is oppoſite to it, is more holy; 
without conſidering, that in a matter of 
precepts and dogmas, the good is always 
the beſt. The number of theſe people 
profeſſing celibacy is prodigious. Fathers 
uſed formerly to condemn their children 
to it from their infancy ; at preſent they 
devote themſelves to it at fourteen years 

Vor. II. D — 1 
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of age, which comes very near to the 
fame point. This practice of continence 
hath been the loſs of more men than ever 
have been deſtroyed by the plague, or the 
moſt bloody wars. We ſee in every reli- 
gious houſe, an endleſs family, where no 
body is born, and who are maintained at 
the expence of every body elſe. Theſe 
houſes are always open, like ſo many pits, 

Verein future generations are buried alive. 
This is very different policy from that of 
the Romans, who cſtabliſned penal laws 
againſt thoſe who avoided the law of 
marriage, and who wanted to enjoy a li- 
berty ſo oppoſite to the public good. I 
have yet only ſpoken of Catholic countries. 
In the Proteſtant relig on every body en- 
joys the right of propagation ; it allows 
neither of prieſts nor derviſes * : and if, 
at the eſtabliſnment of this religion, which 
brought back every thing to the ſtandard 
of the primitive times, its founders had 
not been continually reproached with in- 

cContinence, it is not to be doubted but that 
after having rendered the practice of mar- 
riage univerſal, they would likewiſe have 

ſoftened 

* I ſuppoſe he means monks and nuns, 

* + 83 1 6 . c , — — 
6 an * "Pa _— W 12 4 - 3 2 

and er es ooh a tun ten ee te a dee e 8 

' 5 # — Fan, OTE FE is "as 8 — 4 as _ « 



# 

— 

# 
£ 

i 
» 

—4 

2 

14 

1 

bs; 

3 

3 
2 
* 

Y 

- 

* 
1 

1 

— 3 — 5 1 Fx Ie r n 
„ —⏑ T.... ̃ ᷣ-’B˖—— ³˙⁰ dad 

PERSIAN LETTERS. 5j 
ſoftened the yoke, and have concluded 
with entirely removing the barrier which in 
this caſe, ſeparates the Nazarene from 
Mahomet. But, however that might have 
been, it is certain that the religion of the 
Proteſtants gives them a very great ad- 
vantage over the Catholics. I might 
venture to ſay, that in the preſent ſtate of 
Europe, it is not poſlibl: the Catholic 
religion ſhould ſubſiſt there five hundred 

Before the reduction of the power 
of Spain, the Catholics were greatly ſtronger 

than the Proteſtants. The latter are gra- 
dually come to an equality with them. The 
Proteſtants are grown richer and more 
powerful, and the Catholics weaker. The 
Proteſtant countries ought to be, and re- 
ally are, better peopled than thoſe of the 
Catholics ; from whence it follows, firſt, 
that their public revenues are more con- 
ſiderable, becauſe they are augmented in 
proportion to the number of thoſe who 
ay them: ſecondly, that their lands are 
tter cultivated : laſtly, that trade flour- 

ithes better there, becauſe there are more 
people who have their fortunes to make ; 
and where there are more wants, there will 
be more reſources to ſupply them. When 

D 2 
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there are only a ſufficient number of peo- 
ple to cultivate the lands, trade muſt 
needs periſh ; and where there are no more 
than neceſſary for carrying” on of trade, 
the cultivation of the lands muſt be ne- 
glected: which is indeed to ſay, that both 
muſt ſink together, becauſe no perſon can 
apply himſelf to one, but the other muſt 
ſuffer. As to the Catholic countries, not 
only the cultivation of their lands is ne- 
glected, but even their induſtry is hurtful ; 
it conſiſts only in learning five or ſix words 
of a dead language. With this attain- 
ment, a man need not trouble himſelf 
about his fortune; he will find in a cloiſter 

a2 life of eaſe, which in the world would 
have coſt him labour and pains. This 1s 
not all: the derviſes have in their hands 
all the riches of the ſtate; they are a ſo- 
ciety of miſers, who are always receiving, 
but never reſtore; they are continually 
heaping up their revenues, to acquire a 
large capital. So much wealth, if we may 
be allowed the expreſſion, falls into a dead 
pally ; and there is no more circulation, 

no. 

I ſuppoſe he means that {mall portion of Latin 
neceſſary to ſay mats, 
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no more trade, no more arts, no more 
manufactories. There is no Proteſtant 
prince who does not raiſe from his people 
much greater taxes than the pope does 
from his ſubjects : yet theſe latter are poor, 
whiltt the former live in affluence. Trade 
gives life to every thing among the one, 
but monkery carries death among every 

thing belonging to the others. 

Paris, the 26th of the 
moon Chahban, 1718. 

LETTER CXVII. 

Us EE to the Same. 

S we have nothing further to ſay of 
A Aſia and Europe; let us pats on to 

Africa. But as we do not know the in- 
nermoſt parts of it, we can hardly fay 
any thing of it except of the coaſts. Thoſe 
of Barbary, where the Mahometan reli- 

gion is eſtabliſhed, are not ſo well peopled, 
as they were in the times of the Romans, 
for the reaſons I have already mentioned. 
As to the coaſts of Guinea, they muſt 
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have been terribly ſtript in two hundred 
years, that the petty kings, or heads of 
villages, fell their ſubjects to the European 
princes, to be tranſpurted to their colonies 
in America. What is very extraordinary 
15, that this very America, which receives 
every year ſo many new inhabitants, is 
iticit a deſert, and gains no advantage by 
the continual loſſes of Africa. The ſlaves 
who are removed into another climate, 
periſh there by thouſands ; and the labour 
of the mines in which the natives of the 
country and the ſtrangers are continualiy 
employed, the malignant vapours that 

arife fi them; the quickſilver which 
they are obliged always to uſe, deſtroy 
them without remedy. Nothing can be 

more ridiculous than to deſtroy an innu- 
merable number of men, to take out of 
the bowels of the earth gold and ſilver: 
thoſe metals in themſelves abſolutely uſe- 
lefs, which are only riches becauſe they have 
been ined upon for the marks of riches. 

Paris, the laſt of the moon 
Chahban, 1718. 

LE T- 
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LETTER CXIX. 

UsBEk to the Same. 

8. IMES the fruitfulneſs of a 
people depends upon the minuteſt cir- 
cumſtances in the world; in ſuch a manner 
that often nothing is neceſſary but a new 
turn in the imagination, to render them 
much more numerous than they were. 
The Jews ſo frequently exterminated, and 
always multiplying, have repaired their 
continual loſſes and deſtructions, by this 
ſingle hope, which reigns amongſt all their 
families, of ſeeing the birth of a powerful 
king, who ſhall be lord of the whole earth. 
The ancient kings of Perſia had not had 
ſo many thouſand ſubje&s, but on account 
of this dogma in the religion of the Magi, 

that the moſt pleaſing acts to God that 
men can do, are, to get a child, manure 
a field, and to plant a tree. It China con- 
tains ſuch a prodigious number of people, 
it ariſes only from a certain way of think- 
ing: for as the children regard their fathers 
as Gods; whom they reſpect as ſuch in 

ö this 



j 

| 

. 

5 

56 PERSIAN LETTERS. 
this hfe, whom they honour after their 
etaths by ſacrifices; in that they believe 
that their ſouls, extinguiſhed in the Tyen *, 
te ſume a new life; every one therefore is 
i.Juced to increaſe a family fo dutiful in 
this life, and fo neceſſary in the next. On 
the contrary, the countries of the Maho 
metans every day become deſerts, from an 
opinion, which, all holy as it is, yet is not 
vithout very hurtful conſequences, when 
it is rooted in the mind. We ſhould con- 
ſider ourſelves as travellers who ought to 
have all our thoughts fixed upon another 
country: but all uſeful and permanent la- 
bours, every care to ſecure fortunes for 
our children, ſchemes which reach beyond 
this ſhort and tranſitory life, appear as 
things extravagant. Indolent to the pre- 
ſent, and unſolicitous for what is to come, 
we take no trouble, to repair public build- 

ings, 

®* The original is very obſcure : antantes dans le 
Ten. —— As by Den, the Chineſs not only mean 
the Sovereign Lord of all things, but alſo call the 
father ot a family Tyen; perhaps the ſenſe of the paſſage 
is this: they believe that their parents ſouls extinct 
in the Tyen,” that is, in the father, © reſume a new 
« life.” — I hazard this conjeQure, and if miſtaken, 
ſhould be glad of better information from any in- 
telligent reader. 
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ings, to clear uncultivated lands, nor to 
manure thoſe that are deſerving of our 
cares: we live in a general ſtate of inſen- 
ſibility, and leave every thing to be done 
by providence. It was a ſpirit of vanity 
that eſtabliſhed among the Europeans the 
unjuſt law of primogeniture, fo unfavour- 
able to propagation, in that it directs the 
attention of a father to only one of his 
children, and turns his eyes from all the 
others ; in that it obliges him, in order to 
make a ſolid fortune for ene only, to hinder 
the ſettlement of the reft ; laſtly, in that 
it deſtroys the equality of citizens, which 
conſtitutes all their wealtb. 

Paris, the 4th of the moon 
Rhamazan, 1717. 

LETTER n. 

UsgEEk to the Same. 

F \OUNTRIES inhabited by ſavages 
0 are uſually thinly peopled, from the 
averſion they almoſt always have to labour 
and the cultivation of lands. This un- 

+ happy 
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happy averſion is fo ſtrong, that when 
they would make an imprecation againſt 
one of their enemies, they wiſh nothing 
more than that he may be obliged to ma- 
nure a field ; thinking no exerciſe noble 
and worthy of them, except hunting and 
fiſhing. Eut as there are often years in 
which hunting and fiſhing afford very 
little, they are deſolated by frequent fa- 
mines : beſides that there is not any coun- 
try where game and fiſh is ſo plentiful, as 
to afford ſubſiſtence to a numerous people, 
becauſe animals always fly from places too 
much inhabited. Beſides the hords of the 
ſavages, with two, or three, hundred inha- 
bitants in each, ſeperated from one another, 
and having intereſts as different as thoſe of 
two empires, can never ſupport themſelves; 
becauſe they have not the reſources of 
great ſtates, whoſe parts a!l unite and mu- 
tually aſſiſt each other. There is another 
cuſtom among the ſavages, not lels preju- 
dicial than the firſt; the cruel cuſtom 
among the women of procuring abortions, 
that their bigneſs may not render them 
diſagreeable to their huſbands. There are 
terrible laws here againſt this crime; they 

carry them even to excels. Any * 
who 
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who does not declare her pregnancy to a 
magiſtrate, is puniſhed with death, if her 
truit is loſt : ſhame and modeſty, nay ac- 
cidents themſelves, do not excule them. 

OSS 

Paris, the gth of the moon 
Rhamazan, 1718. 
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LETTER CXXL 

UsBEx to the Same. 

HE ordinary effect of colonies is 
the weakening of the countries from 

which they are drawn, without peop'ing 
that to which they are removed. Men 
ought to remain where they are : there are 
diſorders contracted by changing a good 
for a bad air ; and others which come from 
changing at all. The air, like plants, 15 

3H charged with the particles of each coun- 
N try. It ſo acts us, that our conſti- 
g tution is fixed by it. When we are re- 

moved into another country, we grow 
lick. The fluids being accuſtomed to a 
certain conſiſtency, the ſolids to a certain 
habit, and both to a certain degree of 

motion, 
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motion, cannot admit of others; and re- 
iiſt a new habit. When a country is a de- 
fert, it is a ſign that there is ſome par: icu- 
ar bad quality in the nature of the earth 
cr climate : fo, that when we take men 

ſjtom a happy climate; to fend them into 
1uch a country, we act directly contrary to 
the end we deſigned. The Romans knew 
this by experience; they baniſhed all their 
criminals into Sardinia, and made the Jews 
£0 there too. They were obliged to be 
contented with their loſs ; which the con- 
tempt they had for thoſe wretches made 
very eaſy to them. The great Cha- Abas, 
inclined to deprive the Turks of the means 
of ſupporting great armies upon his fron- 
tiers, tranſported almoſt all the Armenians 
Gut of their own country, and fent more 
then twenty-thouſand families into the pro- 
vince of Guilan, who almoſt all perithed 
m a little time. All the removals of peo- 
le to Conſtantinople have never ſucceeded, 
The vaſt numbers of Negroes, whom we 
have already mentioned, have not filled 
America. From the deſtruction of the 
Jews, uncer Adrian, Paleſtine hath been 
uninkabited. It muſt then be allowed 
tat great de populations are ſcarcely to be 

repaired ; 
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repaired ; becauſe a people reduced to a 
certain degree, continue in the ſame ſtate : 
and if, by chance, they are re-eftabliſhed, 
it muſt be the work of whole ages. But 
if, in a ſtate of decay, the leaft of the 
circumſtances, already mentioned, hap- 
pens to occur, it not only can never repair 
itlelf, but decays every day, and ap- 
proaches to its utter deſtruction. The 
expulſion of the Moors out of Spain is 
now as much felt as at the firſt day: fo 
far is that vacancy from being filled up, 
that it becomes greater every day. Since 
the devaſtation of America, the Spaniards, 
who have taken place of its ancient inha- 
bitants, have not been able to repeople it : 
on the contrary, by a fatality, which I 
might better call the divine juſtice, the 
deſtroyers deſtroy themſelves, and daily 
conſume away. Princes therefore mult 
not think of peopling large countries by 
colonies. 1 do not fay they never fucceed : 
there are ſome climates fo very favourable, 
that the inhabitants multipiy there conti- 
nually, witneſs thoſe iſlands * which were 
peopled by ſome diſtempered people whom 

ſome 

* The author perhaps mean: the ifland of Bou: bon. 
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ſome ſhips left there, and where they ſoon 
recovered their health. But though ſuch 

_ colonies ſhould always ſucceed, inſtead of 
increaling the power, they only divide it; 
unleſs they are but of ſmall extent; as 
thoſe are where they ſend ſome to inhabit 
a place for the convenience of trade. The 
Carthaginians, as well as the Spaniards, 
diſcovered America, at leaſt ſome large 
iſlands in which they carried on a very great 

trade: but when they found the number 
of their inhabitants decreaſed, this wiſe 
republic forbid their ſubjects that trade 
and navigation. I may venture to ſay, 
that inſtead of ſending Spaniards into the 
Indies, they ought to make all the Indians 
and all the Metifs remove into Spain: 
and if only half of thoſe great colonies 
were preſerved, Spain would become the 
moſt formidable power in Europe. We 
may compare empires to a tree, whole 
branches if extended too far, draw all the 
ſap from the trunk, and ſerve only for a 
ſhade. Nothing is properer to cure the 
arduous deſire in princes of making diſtant 
conqueſts, than the examples of the Por- 
tugueze and Spaniards. Theſe two na- 
tions, having conquered, with — 



> 

* 

7 
* 

4 

1 
* 

* 

SSA 

by 
— * 

N os 

” 

1 
1 25 7 

5 

4 

7.56 
A 
F £4 

8 

Bo. 
Oo 

. F 

— 

5 5 

N , 

7 

4 

1 
A 

PERSIAN LETTERS. 63 

ble rapidity, immenſe kingdoms, more 
aſtoniſhed at their own victories, than the 
conquered people were at their own defeat, 
conſidered of the means to preſerve them, 
and took each for that end a different way. 
The Spaniards, deſpairing of keeping the 
conquered nations in ſubjection, determined 
to exterminate them, and ſent thither more 
loyal people from Spain ; never horrible 
deſign was more punctually executed. A 
people as numerous as all thoſe of Europe 
together, were cut off from the earth, at 
the arrival of theſe Barbarians, who ſeemed, 
in diſcovering the Indies, to have thought 
only of diſcovering to mankind the utmoſt 
reach of cruelty. By this barbarity, they 
kept the country under their government. 
Judge by this what fatal things conqueſts 
are, ſince the effects are ſuch as theſe : for 
in ſhort this terrible expedient was the only 
one. How was it poſſible chey could have 
kept ſo many millions of men in their obe- 
dicnce ? How could they have ſupported 
a civil war at ſuch a diſtance? What would 
have become of them, if they had given 
time to thoſe people to have recovered from 

the conſternation they were in at the arrival 
af theſe new Gods, and at the terror of 

their 
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their thunder? As to the Portugueze, 
they took a quite contrary method ; they 
did not make uſe of cruelties: therefore 

they were ſoon drove out of all the coun- 
tries they had diſcovered. The Dutch fa- 
voured the rebellion of thoſe nations, and 
profited themſelves by it. What prince 
would envy the lot of theſe conquerors ? 
Who would enjoy theſe conqueſts upon 
ſuch conditions? The one were ſoon driven 
out, the others made nothing but deſerts, 
and rendered their own countries the ſame. 
It is the fate of heroes to ruin themſelves. 
by conquering of countries which they ſud- 
denly loſe again, or by ſubduing of nations 
which they themſelves are obliged to de- 
ſtroy; like that madman who ruined him- 
ſelf by buying ſtatues which he threw into 
the ſea, and glaſſes which he broke as ſoon 
as he had purchaſed them. 

Paris, the 18th of the moon 
Rhamazan, 1718. 

LE T- 
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LETTER CXXIL 

Us EE to the Same. 

'T HE propagation cf mankind is 
valtly promoted by a mild govern- 

ment, All republics are certain proofs of 
this; and above all others, Swiſſerland 
and Holland, which are the two worſt 
countries in Europe, if we conſider the 

nature of their land, and which are never- 
theleſs the beſt peopled. Nothing invites 
ſtrangers more than liberty and wealth 
which always follow the former: the firſt 
is ſearched after for its own fake; and we 
are led by our wants into the country where 
the latter is to be acquired. The ſpecies 
increaſe itſelf in a country where the plenty 
oi it ſupports the children without dimi- 
niſhing the ſubſtance of their fathers. The 
equality of citizens, which commonly pro- 
duces an equality in their fortunes, brings 
plenty and life into every part of the body 
politic, and extends them through the 
whole. In countries ſubject to an arbitrary 
power it is not the ſame: the prince, the 
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courtiers, and ſome private perſons, poſ- 
ſeſs all the riches, whilſt all the reſt groan 
beneath extreme poverty. If a man is in 
bad circumſtances, and is ſenſible that his 
children would be poorer than himſelf. he 
will not marry ; or if he does marry, he 
will be afraid of having too great a number 
of children, who may complete the de- 
ſtruction of his fortune, and ſink into the 
condition of their father. I own that the 
ruſtic or peaſant, being once married, will 
people that ſtate alike, whether he be rich 
or poor; this conſideration does not affect 
him, he hath always a ſure inheritance to 
leave to his children, which is a plough, 
and nothing prevents him from blindly 
following the inſtinct of nature. But what 
purpoſe, in a ſtate, do thoſe numbers of 

children anſwer, who languiſh in miſery ? 
Almoſt all of them periſh as ſoon as they 
are born: they ſeldom thrive : weak and 

' feeble they die by retail, a thouſand dif- 
ferent ways, Whilſt others are carried away 
wholeſale by frequent popular diſtempers, 
which poverty and a bad diet always pro- 
duce : thoſe which eſcape, reach the age 
of manhood, without having the ſtrength 
of it, and languiſh all the „ 

0 their 
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their lives. Men are like plants, that never 
Rouriſh if they are not well cultivated : 
among a miſerable people, the ſp-cies loſes, 
and even ſometimes degentrates. France 
can ſupply us with a ſufficient proof of 
this. In the late wars, the fear all the 
youths were in of bcing enrolled in the 
militia, forced them to marry, and this at 
too tender an age, and in the boſom of 
poverty. From ſo many marriages, ſprung 
ſuch numbers of children, which are now 
looked for in vain, and whom miſery, fa- 
mine and ſickneſs have deftroyed. Now 
if in ſo happy a climate, in a kingdom of 
ſo much policy as France, ſuch remarks as 
theſe may be made, what may be done in 
other ſtates ? 

Paris, the 23d of the moon 
 Rhamazan, 1718. 

LET- 
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LETTER UI. 

Uszzx to MottLak Marowmzr Arr, 
keeper of the three ſepulchres, at Co, 

HE faſtings of the Imaums, and 
the ſack-clothes of the mollaks, what 

do they profit us ? Twice hath the hand 
of God been heavy upon the children of 
the law : the ſun is obſcured with clouds, 
and ſeems to give light only to their de- 
feats: their armies aſſemble, and they are 
diſperſed like the duſt. The empire of 
the, Oſmalins is ſhaken by two ſuch blows 
as it never before received: a Chriſtian 
Mufti * ſupports it with difficulty: the 
grand vizier of Germany is the ſcourge of 
God, ſent to chaſtiſe the followers of 
Omar : he carries every where the wrath 
of heaven, incenſed by their rebellion and 
perfidiouſneſs. Sacred ſpirit of the Ima- 
ums, night and day thou weepeſt over the 

children 

* Cardiral Alberoni, who perſuaded the king 
of Spain to fall upon the emperor, A. D. 1717, 
when he was engaged in a war with the Tuks. 
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children of the prophet, whom the de- 
teſtable Omar hath miſled : thy bowels are 
moved at the ſight of their 4 3 
thou deſireſt their converſion, and not their 
deſtruction; thou wouldſt willingly ſee 
them united under the banner of Hali, by 

the tears of the ſaints; and not di 
among the mountains, and in the deſerts, 
by the terror of the inlidels 

Paris, the iſt of the 
moor Chalval, 1718. 

LETTER AHV. 

Us Ek to RRREDI, at VENICE, 

| HAT can be the motives of thoſe 
\ immenſe liberalities which princes 
laviſh upon their courtiers? Would they 
attach them ro them ? They have already 
gained them as much as they can. And, 

beſides, if they gain ſome of their ſubjects 
by bribing them, they mult by that very 
means, loſe a prodigious number of others 
by impoveriſhing them. When I think 
on the ſituation of princes, always fur- 

rounded 
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_ rounded with avaritious and inſatiable men; 
I cannot but pity them: and I commiſerate 
them the more, when they have not 
courage enough to refuſe demands always 
burthenſome to thoſe who aſk nothing. I 
never hear talk of their liberality ; of the 
favours and penſions which they grant, 
without indulging myſelf with a thouſand 
reflections: a crowd of ideas offer them- 
ſelves to my mind: I think I hear this 
ordonnance publiſhed : The indefatiga- 

courage of ſome of our ſubjects, in 
* aſking penſions from us, having, with- 
* out cealing, fatigued our royal magnih- 
© cence, we have at laſt conſented to the 
* multitude of requeſts preſented to us, 

6 

* 

which have hitherto been the greateſt 
* uneaſineſs of the throne. They have re- 
preſented to us, that they have never failed, 

* fince our acceſſion to the throne, attend- 
ing at our levee; and that we have al- 

ways ſeen them, as we paſſed along, im- 
moveable as the boundaries of land; and 
that they have greatly raiſed themſelves 
above the ſhoulders of athers, to behold 
our ſerenity. We have even received 
ſeveral petitions from ſome of the fair 
ſex, ſupplicating us to obſerve, that it 

18 
S 6 a6 



PERSIAN LETTERS. 71 

is notorious that they are of a very re- 
© ſerved converſation : and ſome of them 
who are very ancient, ſhaking their 
heads, have intreated us to conſider. 
that they have been the ornaments of 
the courts of the kings our predeceſſors ; 
and that if the generals of our armies 
rendered the ſtate formidable by their 
military actions, they no leſs rendered 
the court celebrated by their intrigues. 
Therefore deſirous to treat theſe ſup- 
pliants graciouſly, and to grant them all 
their petitions, we have commanded what 
follows :—That every labourer, having 
five children, ſhall daily retrench the 
fifth part of the bread he gives them. 
We alſo enjoin fathers of families to 
make a diminution from each in their 
houſe, as juſtly as can be made. We 
expreſsly forbid all thoſe who apply 
themſelves to improve their eſtates, or 
who let them out in farms, to make any 
repairs in them of what kind ſoever. 
We alſo order, that all who ex- 
erciſe low trades and mechanics, who 
have never been at the levee of our ma- 
jeſty, ſhall hereafter purchaſe no clothes, 

for themſclves, their wives, and their 
children, 

, ®@ © & . & #. #7 
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children, but once in every four years : 
further, ſtrictly forbidding them thoſe 
little rejoicings which they were accuſ- 
tomed to make in their families upon 
the principal feſtivals in the year. And, 
for as much as we are informed, that 
the greateſt part of the citizens of our 
good towns are wholly engaged in pro- 
viding an eſtabliſhment for their daugh- 

ters, who have made themfelves reſpec- 

„ OG „ „ „ „ „ 

table in our ſtate, only by a dull joy leis 
modeſty; we order that they delay mar- 
rying them, till they having attained to the 
age appointed by ordonnances, may have 
it in their power to oblige them to it. 
We charge our magiſtrates not to take 
care of the education of their children. 

Paris, the iſt of the moon 
Chalval, 1718. 

L Ex- 
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LETTER CXXV. 

Rica to *. 

N all religions men are at a great loſs, 
when they attempt to give an account of 

the pleaſures appointed for thoſe who have 
led good lives. The wicked may be eaſily 

terrified by a long detail of paias and tor- 
ments, with which they are threatened ; 
but as for the virtuous they know not 
what to promiſe them. It ſeems to be 
the nature of pleaſures to be of ſhort 
duration, the imagination can hardly form 
to itſelf any others. I have read deſcrip- 
tions of Paradiſe, capable of diſguit- 
ing every ſenſible perſon. The happy 
ſhades, according to the fancy of ſome, 
are continually playing on the flute, others 
condemn them to the puniſhment of eter- 

_ nally walking about; others in ſhort make 
| thoſe above to be always raving after their 
miſtreſſes here below, not thinking a 
hundred millions of years long enough to 
make them get quit of their amorous in- 
quietudes. I remember, on this occaſion, 

Vol. II. E 5 ſtory 



+4 PERSIAN LETTERS. 

a ſtory I heard told by a perſon who had 
been in the country of the Mogul ; which 
ſhows that the Indian prieſts are no leſs 
fruitful than others in the ideas they have 
of the pleaſures of Paradiſe. — A woman 
who had juſt loſt her huſband, went in form 
to the governor of the city to aſk his leave 
to burn herſelf : but as in the countries 
ſubject to the Mahometans, they aboliſh 
this crue] cuſtom as much as they can, he 
abſolutely refuſed her. When ſhe ſaw her 
prayers were in vain, ſhe flew into a fu- 
rious paſſion. How tormenting, ſaid ſhe, 

is this 1 A poor woman is not even per- 
mitted to burn herſelf when ſhe hath a 
mind to it! Was ever the like ſcen? My 
mother, my aunt, my fiſters, they all 
were happily burnt. And, when I come 
to beg leave of this curſed governor, to 
be permitted to burn myſelf, he falls 
into a paſſion, and raves like a mad- 
man. There happened to be preſent a 
young Bonze: infidel, faid the gover- 
nor to him, is it you who have inſtilled 

this madneſs into the mind of the woman? 
No, replied he, I never ſpoke to her ; but 
if ſhe will be guided by me, ſhe ſhall per- 
form her ſacrifice ; ſhe will do an action 

agreeable 
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agreeable to the God Brama : and ſhe ſhall 
allo be well recompenſed; for ſhe ſhall find 
in the other world, her huſband, and be 
joined to him again by a ſecond marriage. 
What do you fay ? cried the woman in a 
fright I ſhall find my huſband again? Ah! 
J will never burn myſelf. —He was jealous, 
ſtupid, and beſides ſo old, that, if the 
God Brama hath made no reformation in 
him, he certainly hath no need of me.— 
Burn myſelf for him! — not even the end 
of my finger to take him out of the bot- 
tom of hell. Two old Bonzes deceived 
me, who knew what kind of life I led 
with him, and took care not to tell me 
this: but, if the God Brama hath no 
other preſent to make me, I renounce 
this bleſſedneſs, Mr. governor, I turn Ma- 
hometan. And for you, ſaid ſhe, looking 
at the Bonze, you may, if you pleaſe, go 
tell my huſband I find s extremely 
well. 

Paris, the 2d of the moon 
Chalval, 1718. 
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LETTER CXXVI. 

Rica to Us EK, at . 

Expect thee here to-morrow : mean 
time I fend thee thy letters from Iſ- 

pahan. Mine bring word that the am- 
baſſador from the great Mogul hath re- 
ceived orders to quit the kingdom. They 
add, that they have arreſted the prince, 
uncle to the king, and who had the care 
of his education, that they have carried 
him to a caſtle, where he is cloſely guarded; 
and have deprived him of all his honours. 
J am touched with the misfortune of this 
prince, and pity him. I own to thee, 
Uſtek, I never taw the tears of any perſon 
trickle down, without being moved to 
compaſſion : I have the feelings of huma- 
pity for the unhappy, as if none but they 
were men : and even the great, towards 
whom [I find my heart as ſtone whillt they 
are in proſperity, I love them when they 
are fallen. And indeed, during their 
proſperity what need have they of tender- 
neſs? It looks to much like equality. 
They are fonder of reſpect, which requires 

| no 
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no return. But as ſoon as they are fallen 
from their high ſtation, nothing but our la- 
mentations can make them recal the idea 
of their greatneſs. I think there is ſome - 
thing very natural and very great in the 
ſpeech of a prince, who, being very near 
falling into the hands of his enemies, ſeeing 
his courtiers round about him weeping : I 
find, ſaid he to them, by your tears, that 
] am till your king. 1 

Paris, the 3d of the 
moon Chalval, 1718. 

LETTER CxXVII. 

Rica to [8Bex, at SMyYRNA. 

Thouſand times thou haſt heard talk 
of the famous king of Sweden; he 

was beſieging a place, in the kingdom of 
Norway; as he was viliting the trenches, 
with only one engineer, he received a ſhot 
in his head which killed him. They im- 
mediately arreſted his prime miniſter *, 

Za on Gortz. 
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the ſtates aſſembled, and condemned him 
to loſe his head. He was accuſed of a 
very great crime; namely, of calumni- 
ating the nation, and depriving them of 
the confidence of their king : an offence 
that in my opinion merits a thouſand 
deaths. For in ſhort it is a bad action to 
blacken the loweſt fubjects, in the mind of 
their king; what is it then to traduce a 

a whole nation, and to deprive them of 
the goodwill of him whom providence hath 
made choice of to render them happy? I 
would have men ſpeak to kings, as the 
argels ſpoke to our holy prophet. Thou 
knoweft that, in the ſacred banquets, where 
the Lord of Lords deſcends from the moſt 
ſublime throne in the world, to commu- 
nicate himfelf to his ſlaves, I made a ſe- 
vere law to myſelf, to reſtrain an unruly 
tongue. They never heard me utter a 

. fingle word that might have been diſ- 
agreeable to the meaneſt of his ſubjects. 
Though I happened to loſe my ſobriety, 
] never loſt my honeſty ; and in that trial 
of our fidelity, I ventured wy life, bur 
never my virtue. I know not how it 
happens, but there is ſcarcely a king ſo 
bad, bur his miniſter is ſtill worſe ; if he 

commits. 
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commits a bad action, he is almoſt always 
prompted to it: infomuch, that the am- 
bition of princes is never ſo dangerous, 
as the baſeneſs of ſoul in his counſellors. 
But can you comprehend, that a man, 
who was a miniſter but yeſterday, who may 
be deprived of his place to-morrow, can be- 
coine in a moment an enemy to himſelf, his 
friends, his country, and to the people 
who are to be born of thoſe whom he is 
about to opprefs? A prince hath paſſions ; 5 
the miniſter works upon them: it is by 
their means that he direfts his miniſtry ; 
he hath no other aim, nor will he obſerve 
any other. The courtiers miſlead him by 
their flattery, and he flatters him more 
e 

and by the maxims 

Paris, the 25th of the moon 
Saphar, 1719. 
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LETTER CXXVIII. 

Rica to Usrek, at 

HE other day, as [ was paſſing 
over the Pont. neuf, with a friend of 

mine, he met a man of his acquaintance, 
who, he told me, was a geometrician ; 
and indeed every thing in him ſhowed him 
ſuch: for he was in a deep meditation; 
my friend was obliged to pull him a long 
time by the ſleeve, and to jogg him, to 
make him deſcend from his ſublime ſpecu- 
lations ; he was ſo buſied with a curve, which 
he had been perhaps eightdays about. Great 
civilities paſſed between them, and they mu- 
tually informed each other of the literary 
news. This converſation led them to the 
door of a coffee- Houſe, into which I went 
with them. I obſerved that our geome- 
trician was received there with the utmoſt 
officiouſneſs, and that the coffee- houſe boys 
paid him much more reſpect than to two 
muſqueteers, who were in a corner of the 
room. As for him, he ſeemed as if he 
thought himſelf in an agreeable K 

Or 
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or he unwrinkled his brow a little, and 
laughed, as if he had not the leaſt tincture 
of the ian in him. In the mean 
time he meaſured every thing that was 
faid in converſation. He reſembled a per- 
ſon in a garden, who with a ſword cuts 
off all the heads of the flowers that riſe 
up above the reſt. A martyr to regularity, 
he was offended at every ſtart of wit, as a 
tender eye is by too ſtrong a light. No- 
thing was indifferent to him, if ſo be it 
were true; accordingly his converſation 
was ſingular. He was come that day out 
of the country, with a perſon who had 
been to view a noble feat and magnificent 
gardens ; but he faw nothing but a build 

thirty in depth, and a wood of ten acres : 
he wiſhed that the rules of perſpective had 
been fo obſerved, that the walks of the 
avenues might have appeared throughour 
of one and the ſame breadth; and he 
would have laid down for that end, an 
infallible method. He ſeemed very well 
fatisfied with a dial he found there, of a 
very ſingular make, and was mighty angry 
at a learned man, who fat next me, who 
uahappily aſked if the dial ſhowed the 

6 E 5 Baby- 
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Babylonian hours. A newſmonger talked 
of the bombardment of the caſtle of 
Fontarabbia : and he preſently informed us 
what kind of lines the bombs deſcribed in 
the air; and delighted with the knowledge 
of this, he was contented to remain en- 
tirely ignorant of the ſucceſs of the bom- 
bardment. A gentleman complaining, that 
the winter before he had been ruined by an 
inundation : what you bay pleaſes me 
much, ſaid the „ I find I am 
not miſtaken in the obſervation I made, 
and that at leaſt, there fell upon the earth 
two inches of water more than the year 

before. A moment after, he went out, 
and we followed him. As he walked very 
falt, and never looked before him, he run 
full another man : it was a rough 

rencounter, and, 1 ＋ pa 
rebounded back, in proportion to his ve- 
Jocity and bulk. When they were a little 

_ recovered from their dizzineſs, the man, 
with his hand on his forehead, faid to the 
geometrician, I am very glad you run 
againſt me, for I have great news to tell 
you: I have juſt now publiſhed my 
Horace. How ! replied the geometrician, 
Horace hath been publiſhed theſe two 

thoukad 
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thouſand years. You do not underſtand 
me, ſays * other, it is a tranſlation of 
that ancient author, which I have juſt 
now publiſhed : I have been twenty years 
engaged in tranſlations. How, fir ! an- 
ſwered the geometrician, have you been 
twenty years without thinking? You ſpeak 
for others, and they think for you? Sir, 
fays the learned man, do not you believe 

that | have rendered a great ſcrvice to the 
public, by making the reading of good 
authors familiar to them ? I do not ſay 
abſolutely fo: 1 elteem as much as another 
the ſublime genius whom you have tra- 
veſtied : but you do not at all reſemble 
him; for, if you ſhould tranſlate for 
ever, you will never be tranſlated yourſelf. 
Tranſlations are like copper money, which 
bear in 2rtion, an equal value with a 
piece of gold, and are even ſometimes of 
far er uſe to the , but they are 
always light, and of a bad alloy. You 
are deſirous, you ſay, to revive among us 
theſe illuſtrious dead; and I own that you 
give them indeed a body: but you do 
not reſtore life to them, there is ſtill 
wanting a fpirit to animate them. Why 
do not you rather apply yourſelf 1 - 

arc 
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| ſearch of a thouſand glorious truths, which 

an eaſy calculation diſcovers to us every 
day ? After this advice, they parted, I 
ſuppole, not much pleaſed with each 
other. 

Preis. die ef of tie ne 
Rebiab, 1719. 

LETTER CANE 

UsBex to RREDI, at VEIex. 

1 greater part of the legiſlators 
were men of confined underſtand- 

ings, whom chance put at the head of 
others, and who ſcarcely conſulted any 
thing but their own prejudices and fancies. 
They appear not to have known the 
greatneſs and dignity of their employment : 
they amuſed themſelves in forming childiſh 

inftitutions, by which, indeed, they con- 
formed themſelves to weaker underſtand- 

ings, but diſgraced themſelves with men 
of good ſenſe. They piunged them- 
ſelves into diſadvantageous circumſtances ; 

and run into particular _ 
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the ſign of a narrow genius, which ſees 
things only by parts, incapable of taking 

a general view. Some affected to make 
_ ule of a language different from the vul- 
gar; an abſurd thing in a maker of laws; 
for how ſhould the people obſerve what 
they do not underſtand ? They often 
aboliſhed needleſsly, thoſe laws that were 
eſtabliſhed; thereby, plunging the people 
into diſorders inſeparable from changes. It 
is true, that on account of a ſtrange turn 
that ſprings rather from the head than the 
heart, it is ſometimes neceſſary to change 
certain Jaws, But it is an uncommon 
cafe; and when it happens, it ſhould be 
touched with a timerous hand : they ought 
to obſerve much ſolemnity in doing it, 
and conduct it with ſuch precautions, that 
the people may naturally conceive that the 
laws are very ſacred, fince fo many for- 
malicies are neceſſary to be obſerved in 
repealing them. They have often made 
them too refin'd, and have followed lo- 
gical ideas, rather than natural equity. 
In proceſs of time they were found to be 
ſevere ; and men thought themſelves ob- 
liged in equity to deviate from them; but 
this remedy was a new INCONVENIENCE. the 

e 
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the laws of what nature they will, they 
ſhould be always punctually adhered to, 
and conſidered as the cantcience of the 
publick, to which that of individuais 
ſhould always be conformable. We ſhould 
however acknowledge, that forme legiſlators 
have by one regulation dilcovered great 
prudence, they have given fathers a great 
ſhare of authority over their children. 
Nothing contributes more to the eaſe of 

the magiſtrates ; nothing more prevents 
the courts of juſtice from being crowded ; 
nothing more firmly eſtabliſhes tranquility 
in a ſtate, where morality always makes 
better citizens than laws can make. Of all 
forts of authority this is the ſeldomeſt abuſed : 
this is the moſt ſacred fort of magiſtracy ; 
it is the only one which does not owe its 
origin to any contract, but has even 
ceded all contracts. It has been edfirved, 
that in the countries where the 
ſhare of power is lodg'd in the hands of 
parents, the families are always beſt re- 
gulated: fathers are repreſentatives of the 
Creator of the Univerſe, who, though he 
might bind men to ſerve him through love 
alore, has thought proper to attach them 
to him ſtill ſtronger by the motives of 

hope 
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hope and fear. I cannot finith this letter, 
without putting you in mind of the ca- 
priciouſneſs of the French. It is ſaid that 
they have retained many things in the 
Roman bay which are either uſeleſs, or 
worſe; and they have not borrowed from 
them the paternal authority, which they 
repreſent as the baſis of all lawful au- 
thority. 

Paris, the 4th day of the 
moon of the 2d Gem- 
madi, 1719. 

LETTER CXXX. 

Rica to * * ne 

F Shall in this letter give thee an account 
Jof the race of Quidnuncs, who aſſemble 
in a magnificent garden, where their lei- 
ſure finds conſtant employment. They 
are of no manner of uſe to the ſtate; and 
were they to talk fifty years without pauſ- 
ing, their diſcourſe would produce no 
greater effect than a ſilence of the ſame 
duration: yet they think theraſclves _ 
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of importance, becauſe they harangue upon 
glorious projects, and talk of grand in- 
tereſts. A curioſity at once frivolous and 
ridiculous is the baſis of their converſation : 
no cabinet can be ſo myſterious, but they 
pretend to dive into its ſecrets : they will 
not allow themſelves to be ignorant of 
any thing; they know how many wives 
our auguſt Sultan has, how many children 
he begets every year ; and though they 
are at no expence to hire ſpies, they are 
acquainted with the meafures to humble 
the emperor of the Turks and the Great 
Mogul. Scarcely have they exhauſted 
the preſent, but they plunge deep into 
futurity; and taking the lead of provi- 
dence, they prevent it in all its conduct 
towards man; They lead a general by 
the hand, and after having praiſed him for 
many follies, of which he never was 
guilty, they make him commit a thouſand 
more, which willnever come to paſs. They 
make armies fly like cranes, and the walls 
of cities fall as eaſily as the walls of a 
card-houſe : they have bridges upon all 
the rivers, ſecret roads upon every moun- 
tain, immenſe magazines upon burning 
fands: in fine, they want but one thing, 

5 and 
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and that is good ſenſe. A man who 
lodges in the ſame houſe with me, received 
the following letter from a Quidnunc : as 
it appeared ſomewhat extraordinary, I 
kept it, and ſhall give it to you in this 
place. 

Sir, 

I am ſeldom miſtaken in my conjec- 
tures upon public affairs. U the 
firſt of January, 1711, I foretold that 
the emperor would die within the year : 
it is true, as he was then in good health, 

I was apprehenſive of becoming an ob- 
4 + on of ridicule, if I declared my ſen- 

timents in expreſs terms; for which 
rea on I uſed expreſſions ſomewhat enig- 
matical; but all rational people eaſily 
gueſſed my meaning. He died of the 
mall- pox in the fame year, upon the 
17th of April. As ſoon as war was 
declared between the emperor and the 
Turks, I went through every corner 
of the Tuilleries in queſt of our gen- 
tlemen: I afſembled them near the 

' baton, and propheſied to them that Bel- 
* gale 

n 
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grade would be beſieged and taken. 1 
had the happineſs of ſeeing my pre- 
diction fulfilled. It is true, about the 
middle of the ſiege, I laid a wager of 
100 piſtoles, that it would be taken on 
the 18th of Auguſt: it was however 
taken the day after: is it not provoking 
to loſe when ſo near the mark? When [ 
ſaw the Spaniſh fleet invade Sardinia, I 
imagined they would reduce the iſland : 
I faid fo, and my conjecture was juſtified 
by the event. Encouraged by this ſuc- 
ceſs, I added, that this victorious fleet 
would make a deſcent at Final, in order 
to reduce the Milaneſe. As this opi- 
nion met with oppoſition, I was reſolved 
to ſupport it nobly : I laid a wager 
of 50 piſtoles, and I loſt a ſecond time: 
for that confounded cardinal Alberoni, 
in violation of the faith of treaties, 
ſent his fleet to Sicily, and proved 
at once too hard for two great poli- 
ticians, I mean the duke of Savoy and 
myſelf. All this, fir, has fo greatly 
diſconcerted me, that I have formed a 
reſolution to foretel henceforward with- 
out ever betting. Formerly the practice 
of betting was unknown at the Tuille- 

* ries, 
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ries, and the count de L. would 
never ſuffer them; but ſince a conſi- 
derable number of petit maitres has 
mixed with our ſociety, we ſcarce know 
what to do. Scarce can we open our 
lips, to tell a piece of news, but one of 
theſe youngſters offers to lay a wager 
that it is not true. The other day, as I 
was opening my manuſcript, and ſettling 
my ſpectacles upon my noſe, one of 
theſe flaſhy gentlemen, catching at the 
pauſc I made between the firſt and ſe- 
cond word, told me, I'll hold a hundred 
piſtoles to the contrary. I affected not 
to have taken notice of this extrava- 

e, and ſpeaking in more empha- 
1 I ſaid, the marſhal of * * * 
having learned —— that is falſe, ſaid 
he, you always propagate extravagant 
intelligence; there is not common ſenſe 

oblige me by lending me fifty piſtoles, 
for theſe wagers have been the occaſion 
of great perplexity to me. I herewith 
ſend you the copy of two letters, which 
I have wrote to the miniſter.” 

The 
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The Letter of an Intelligencer to the 
Miniſter, 

* My Loxrn, 
© I am one of the moſt loyal ſubjects the 

* king ever had. It was [ that prevailed on 
a friend, to put in execution the project I 
had formed of a book to prove to a De- 
monſt ration, that Lewis the great was by 

all Means the greateſt Prince that ever 
© was ſurnamed the great, I have been 
© moreover a long time employed in an- 
other work, which will contribute to raiſe 
* our national glory ſtill higher, if your 
© eminence will grant me a privilege ; my 
« deſign is to prove that ſince the foun- 

dation of the monarchy, the French 
© never loſt a battle; and that what hiſto- 
© rians have hitherto ſaid of our having 

| © been ſometimes worſted, is utterly falſe 
and groundleſs. | am obliged to ſet 
them right upon many occaſions ; and I 
think I may lay, without vanity, that I 
© have great Talents for Criticiſm. 

« | aw, My Lord,” &c. 

My 
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« My Lorp, 

As we have loſt the Count de L— 
* we beg you will be ſo kind as to give 
© us leave to elect a preſident. Great 
* confuſion begins to prevail in our con- 
* ferences; and ſtate affairs are not in 
* them treated with as much method and 
* regularity as they have been formerly : 
* our young men live without the leaſt 
reſpect for the old, and without any 
* ſubordination amongſt themſelves ; it is 
a true council of Roboam, in which the 

* 

young keep the old in awe. It is in vain 
for us to remonſtrate to them, that we 

* were in poſſeſſion of the Tuilleries long 
before they were born. lan inclined to 
think they will at laſt drive us out of 
it; and that being deprived of the Aſy- 
lum where we had often called up the 
Shades of our French Heroes, we ſhall 
be obliged to afſemble in the king's 
garden, or in ſome more remote place. 

© am, &c. 

Paris, the 7th day of 
the moon of the 2d 
Gemmad!, 1719. | 

| LE T- 
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LETTER CXXXI. 

RRHEDI to Rica, at Paris. 

INCE my arrival in Europe, nothing 
has more engaged my curioſity, than 

the hiſtory and origin of republics. You 
are not ignorant that moſt of the Aſiatics 
have not even an idea of this form of go- 
vernment, and that the powers of ima- 
gination have not yet enabled them to con- 
ceive that there can be on earth any other 
form but the deſpotic. The firſt govern- 
ments of which we have any knowledge 
were monarchical, it was merely by ac- 

cident, and the ſucceſſion of ages, that 
republics were at length formed. Greece 
having been overflowed by a deluge, new 
inhabitants came to people it : it drew all 
its colonies from Egypt and the neigh- 
bouring countries of Africa: and as thoſe 
were governed by kings, the people who 
came from thence were governed in the 
ſame Manner. But the tyranny of theſe 
princes becoming inſupportable, they ſhook 
off the yoke; and from the ruins of fo 

many 
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many kingdoms, ſprung thoſe republics 
which cauſed Greece fo greatly to flouriſh, 
and rendered it the model of politeneſs, 

wuhilſt ſurrounded with barbarous nations. 
The love of liberty, and the averſion to 
kings, long preſerved Greece in a ſtate of 
independence, and made the republican 

form of government become every day 
more extenſive, The cities of Greece 
made alliances with ſome cities of Aſia 
Minor : they ſent thither colonies as free 
as themſelves, which ſerved them as ram- 

s againlt the enterprizes of the kings 
of Perfia. This is not all; Greece peopled 
Italy ; Italy Spain, and perhaps Gaul. It 
is well known that the great Hiſperia, ſo 
much renowned amongſt the Antients, was 
at firſt the Greece conſidered by neigh- 
bouring nations as a bliſsful abode ; the 
Greeks who could not find that happy 
place of reſidence at home, went in queſt 
of it to Italy; thoſe of Italy to Spain, 
choſe of Spain to Betica or Portugal. So 
that all theſe regions went by that appella- 
tion amongſt the antients. Theſe Greek 
colonies brought with them a ſpirit of li- 
berty, which "they had contracted in that 
mild country. Ir is for this reaſon we do 

not 
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not meet with any example of a monarchy 
in Italy, Spain, or Gaul, during theſe 
antes - It will de ſoon ſeen that the 
people of the North, and of Germany, 
were no leſs free : and if any traces of 

kingly government are thought wh found 
amongſt them, this may eaſily be ac-- 
counted for, as the commanders of armies, 
and the chief magiſtrates of republics have 
frequently been taken for kings. All this 
happened in Europe, for Aſia and Africa 

have always groaned beneath the yoke of 
deſpotiſm, excepting only the cities of Aſia 
Minor which have been ſpoken of above, 
and the republic of Carthage in Africa. 
The Empire of the world was ſhared by 
two powerful republics, I mean thoſe of 
Rome and Carthage: no part of hiſtory 
is leſs known than that of the origin of 
the republic of Carthage. We are totally 
in the dark with regard to the ſucceſſion 
of African princes, from the time of Dido, 
as well as of the manner in which they 
were deprived of their power. The pro- 
digious grandeur of the Roman common- 
wealth would have been an advantage to 
the world in general, if there had not 
been that unjuſt diſtinction between the 

citizens 
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citizens of Rome and the conquered na- 
tions, if the governors of provinces had 
not been inveſted with an authority ſo con- 
ſiderable, if the juſt laws eſtabliſhed in 
oppoſition to their tyranny, had been al- 

ways put in execution, and if they had 
not, in order to render them of no 
effect, availed themſelves of the 
treaſures which they had amaſſed by their 
injuſtice. Cæſar deftroyed the Roman 
commonwealth, and made it ſubject to an 

arbitrary power. Europe long groaned 
under a — 11 and violent government, 
and the mild ſway of the Romans was 
converted into a cruel oppreſſion. In the 
mean time an infinite number of nations, 
never before heard of, poured out of the 
North, and ſpread like torrents all over 
the Roman provinces ; as theſe found it 
equally eaſy to make conqueſts, and to 
exerciſe piracy, they diſmembered the em- 
pire, and founded other kingdoms upon 
its ruins. Theſe people were free; and 
the authority of their kings was fo limited, 
that they could properly be called only 
their chiefs, or generals. Thus theſe king - 
doms, though founded by force, never 
once felt the conqueror's yoke. When 

Vor. II. ES - the 
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the people of Aſia, for example, the Turks 
and Tartars, made conqueſts whilſt under 
the command of a ſingle perſon, they had 
nothing elſe in view but to procure him 
new ſubjects, and to eſtabliſn his violent 
authority by the force of arms ; but the 
people of the North, free in their own 
country, when they ſeized upon the Ro- 
man provinces, did not allow their chieſs 
much authority; nay ſome of theſe peo- 
ple, as the Vandals in Africa, and the 
Goths in Spain, went ſo far as to depoſe 
their kings, when they were diſſatisfied 
with their conduct : and amongſt others, 
the authority of the prince was limited in 

a a variety of manners: a great number of 
the nobility ſhared it with bim ; wars were 
never waged without their concurrence : 
the ſpoils were divided between the chicf 
and the foldiers; no tax was levied in 
favour of the prince ; the laws were made 
in the national aſſembly, and upon this 
fundamental principle were formed all the 
ſtates that roſe out of the ruins of the 

Roman empire. 

Venice, the zoth of the 
moon Rhegeb, 1719. 

LET 
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LETTER CXXXII. 

Rica to . 

Happened to be five or ſix months 
ago in a coffee-houte : there I obſerved 

a gentleman tolerably well dreſſed, who 
had got an audience about him: he ſpoke 
of the pleaſure of living at Paris : he la- 
mented the neceſſity he lay under of re- 
tiring to languiſh away his life in the 
country. I have, ſaid he, an eſtate of 
fifteen thouſand livres a year in land; and 
I ſhould think myſelf much more happy, 
if I had one quarter of it in money and 
portable effects. It is to no purpoſe for 
me to bear hard upon my tenants, and 
put them to expence by frequent law-ſuits, 
this only makes them leſs able to pay. 1 
can never ſee a hundred piſtoles at a time, 
If I was to owe ten thouſand livres, all 
my land would be ſeized on, and I ſhould 
be reduced to an holpital. I went out, 
without giving much attention to all this 
converſation ; but happening to be yeſ- 

terday in the ſame part of the town, I 
F 2 entered 
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entered the ſame houſe, and I there ſaw 
a grave man, with a long pale viſage, who 
fat melancholy and penſive in the midſt 
of five or ſix praters, at length beginning 
ſomewhat abruptly, he faid, with a loud 
voice, Gentlemen I am ruined, I have 
nothing, left to live upon : for I have now 
at home two hundred thouſand livres in 
bank bills, and a hundred thouſand crowns 

in money: I am in a moſt melancholy 
ſituation ; I thought myſelf rich, and now 
I find mytclt reduced to beggary : if I had 
but a ſmall eftate in the country to retire 
to, I ſhould at leaſt be iccure of a ſub- 
fiitence; but I have not the breadth of 
this hat in land. Happening to turn my 
head on the other ſide, I faw a man who 
made fuch grimaces, that one would have 
thought him poſſeſſed. Who can we truſt 
for the future, exclaimed he. There is a 
villain whom | had fo good an opinion of, 
and thought fo ſincerely my friend, that [ 
lent him money: he paid me again! what 
black perfidy and ingratitude is this; let 
him do what he will, he will never be 
able to retrieve my good opinion. Near 
him was a man very ill dreſſed, who lifting 
up his eyes to heaven, faid, God Pow 

the 
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the projects of our miniſters, may the ac- 
tions riſe to two thoufand livres, and the 
footmen of Paris be richer than their matters! 
I had the curioſity to aſk his name. The 
anſwer I received was, he is a very poor 
man, and has a poor trade: he is a ge- 
neologiſt, and he hopes that his art will 
become profitable, if theſe changes of for- 
tune continue, and that all the new-rich 

will have occaſion for him to reform their 
names, furbiſh up their anccitors, and adorn 
their coaches, tHe has a nation that he 
will have it in his power to make as many 
perſons of quality as he thinks proper, and 
he exults within himſelf to think, that the 
number of his cuſtomers will increaſe. At 
laſt I faw an old man enter, pale and thin, 
whom I knew to be a coffee-houſe po- 
litician before he ſat down: he was not 
one of thoſe who are never to be inti- 
midated by diſaſters, but always prophecy 
of victories and ſucceſs: he was one of 
thoſe timorous wretches who are always 
boding ill. Our affairs, ſaid he, are in a 
very bad ſituation in Spain, we have no 
horſe upon the frontiers; and it is to be 
feared that the prince Pio, who has 2 
conſiderable body, will levy contributions 

F 3 upon 



102 PERSIAN LETTERS. 

upon the whole province of Languedoc. 
There fat oppoſite to me a philoſopher of 
a tolerably ſhabby appearance, who ſeemed 
to deſpiſe the politician, and ſhrugged his 
ſhoulders in token of contempt, whilſt 
the other elevated the tone of his voice. 
1 approached him, and he whiſpered in 
my ear, you ſee how that coxcomb talks 
of his apprehenſions for Languedoc: and 
I for my part yeſterday perceived a ſpot 
in the fun, which, if it ſhould increaſe, 
might cauſe a general diſſolution of na- 
ture, and yet I did not fay a ſingle word 
about it. _ | 

Paris, the 17th of the moon. 
Rhamzzan, 1719. 

LETTER CXXXIL 
Rica, to ®, 

Went the other day to ſee a great li- 
brary at a convent of derviſes, who are 

in ſome meaſure the proprietors of it, but 
who are obliged to give admittance to all 
comers, at ſtared tours, Upon entering, 

I beheld 
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1 beheld a ſerious perſonage, who walked 
amidſt a prodigious number of ſurround- 
ing volumes. I went up to him, and 
begged he would be ſo kind as to inform 
me what thoſe books were which I faw 
ſo much better bound than the reſt. Sir, 
faid he, I am here as the inhabitant of a 
foreign country, I know no body. Many 

| befides you have propoſed ſuch queſtions 
to me; but you cannot think it reaſonable + 
that I ſhould read all theſe books, in order 
to give them information; my librarian 
here can ſatisfy your curioſity, for he is 

bduſied night and day in decyphering what 
you ſee here; he is a very worthleſs member, 
and a great burthen to us, becauſe he does 
nothing for the convent. But the bell 
rings to call me to the refectory. Fhoſe 
who, like me, are at the head of a ſociety, 
ſhould be the firſt to aſſiſt at all the ex- 
erciſes peculiar to it. The monk having 
fpoke thus, puſhed me out, ſhut the door, 
and diſappeared, juſt as if he had pob 
ſeſſed the art of flying, 

Paris, the 21ſt of the moon 
Rhamazan, 1719. 
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LETTER UM. 

Rica to the Same. 

[ Yeſterday returned to the ſame library, 
where I met with a man very different 

from him whom I had feen before. His 
air was fimple, his countenance lively, and 
his addreſs affable. As foon as I ſignified 
to him my curiofity, he prepared to gra- 
tify it, 22 to inſtruct — 7 
peared to be a ſtranger. Reverend 
laid I, what are thoſe books with which 

all that fide of the library is filled? Thoſe 
are the works of the of ſcrip- 
ture, anſwered he. There is a prodigious 
number of them, replied I; ſcripture muſt 
have been formerly very obſcure, but 

ſibly * any — s? Can 
poſſibly ! anſwered he, —— God! can there 
poſſibly ! There are almoſt as many doubts 
as verſes. Indeed, faid I, what good then 
have the writings of theſe authors done ? 
Theſe authors, anſwered he, have not 

ſearched 
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ſearched the ſcriptures, for what ſhould be 
believed, but what they believed them- 
ſelves; they did not conſider the ſcrip- 
tures as books containing the opinions they 
were bound to embrace, but as a work 
which might give a ſanction to their own 
opinions: for this reaſon, they have every 
where corrupted its ſenſe, and put forced 
conſt ructions upon every paſſage. It re- 
ſembles a country, which men of every 
ſect invade, and to which they go as it 
were to pillage ; it is a field of battle, 
where the hoſtile nations that meet have 
frequent engagements, where they attack 
each other, and where they have ſkir- 
miſhes of various ſorts. Not far from 
theſe you ſee the aſcetic books, or books of 
devotion ; then follow the books of mo- 
rality, which are of much greater utility; 
theological tracts, doubly unintelligible, 
both on account of the ſubject there treated 
of, and the manner in which it is treated; 
the works of the myſtics, that is of 
ſuch devotees as have hearts addicted to 
love and tenderneſs. Hold reverend fa- 
ther, one moment, ſaid I; let me hear 
fornething of thoſe myſtics Sir, ſaid 
he, devotion warms a heart naturally in- 

F © dined: 
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clined, and caufes the animal ſpirits to 
mount up to the brain, ſo as to warm it 
in the ſame manner: from hence proceed 
ecſtalies and raviſhing viſions. This ſtate 
may be called the delirium of devotion ; 
it often attains to the perfection of, or 
rather degenerates into quietiſm: you can- 
not be ignorant that a quietiſt is nothing 
elſe but a man that is at once mad, de- 
vout, and a libertine. Behold there the 
caſuiſts who reveal the ſecrets of the night; 
who form in. their imagination all the 
monſters that the demon of love is capable 
of producing, combine, compare them, and 
make them the conſtant objects of their 
thoughts; happy is it for them if their 
heart is not catched in the ſnare, and does 
not itſelf become an accomplice in fo many 
debaucheries, ſo exactly and ſo plainly 
deſcribed. You fee, fir, that I think 
freely, and that I freely diſcover my 

thoughts. I am naturally of an open dil- 

poſition, and more with you who are a 
ſtranger, and who deſire to underſtand 
things, and know their true nature. If 
that was my way of thinking, I ſhould 
ſpeak of all theſe things with a tone of 

aſtoniſhment; I ſhould every moment uk 
| 12 
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the terms, that is divine, that is excellent; 
this abounds with the marvellous ; and 
the conſequence would be, that I ſhould 
either impoſe upon you, or leſſen myſelf 
in your opinion. There our converſation 
ended. it was ſuddenly interrupted by the 
derviſe's being called upon about ſome 
buſinels of the convent. 

Paris, the 23d of the moon 
Rhamazan, 1719. 

LETTER CXXXV. 

Rica to the Same. 

Returned at the appointed hour ; and 
my new acquaintance conducted me to 

the very place where we parted. Behold 
here, ſaid he, the grammarians, the gloſſary 
makers, and the commentators. My re- 
verend father, ſaid I, have not all theſe a 
diſpenſation from having 
Yes, anſwered he, they have, and no body 
15 ever the wiſer : their works are neither 
the better nor the worſe for it ; and this is 
a great privilege they are inveſted with. 

That 

common ſenſe 2? 
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That is very juſt, ſaid I, and I know 
many philoſophers who would do wiſely to 
attach themſelves to ſciences of this nature. 

Here, continued he, you may fee the ora- 
tors who are endowed with the talent of 
perſuading without ratiocination ; and the 
geometricians who force a man to aſſent to 
their arguments whither he will or no, and 
convince him by downright force. Here 
vou ſee the metaphyſical] treatiſes which 
turn upon intereſts fo important, and in 

which infinity every where occurs; and 
the treatiſes upon natural philoſophy, the 
authors of which can diſcover no more of 
the marvellous in the ceconomy of the vaſt 
univerſe, than in one of the moſt ſimple 
machines made by human art. Books of 
phyſic, thoſe monuments of the ftailty 
of human nature, and the power of art ; 
which fill us with terror, even in treating 
of the ſlighteſt diſorders, they bring death 
lo near our view; but which renders us 
equally ſecure, when they treat of the vir- 
tues of remedics, as if they could confer 
immortality upon us. Near them are the 
books of anatomy, which do not ſo pro- 
perly contain the deſcription of the parts 
of the human body, „ 
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by which they are called ; which can never 
cure the ſick man of his diſeaſe, nor the 

_ phyſician of his ignorance. Here are the 
chymiſts, who ſometimes inhabit hoſpitals, 
and ſometimes mad-houſes, which are dwel- 
lings equally well ſuited to them. Here 
again are the books which treat of the 
occult fcience, or rather of occult ignorance; 
ſuch are thoſe which contain fomething con- 
cerning the magic art : theſe are execrable 
in the opinion of many, altogether con- 
temptible in mine. Such likewiſe are the 
books of judicial aſtrology. How can you 
lay that, father, the books of judicial aſtro- 
logy, replied I, with vivacity. Theſe are 
the very books which are moſt eſteemed in 
Perſia, they regulate all the actions of our 
lives, and determine our will in all our 
undertakings : the aſtrologers may properly 
ve called our directors; they do more than 
direct us, they are concerned in the go- 

vernment of the ſtate. If that be the cafe, 
ſaid he, you live under a government much 
more ſevere than that of reaſon: this muſt 
be the moſt capricious government imagi- 
nable : I greatly pity a ſamily, and much 
more a nation, that ſuffers the planets to- 
have ſuch powerful influence over it. We 

uſe 
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| uſe aſtrology, anſwered I, juſt in the ſame 

manner as you uſe algebra. Every nation 
has a peculiar ſcience, according to which 
it regulates its politics. All our aſtrolo- 
gers put together never committed fo many 
abſurdities in our Perſia, as a ſingle alge- 
briaſt has done here. Can you think that 
the fortuitous meeting of the ſtars is not 
as ſure a rule of conduct as all the fine rea- 
ſoning of your builder of ſyſtems. If the 
votes upon that ſubject were to be reckoned 
up both in France and Perſia, aſtrology 
would foon triumph over algebra ; you 
would ſoon ſee the calculators greatly 
humbled, what terrible inferences might be 
drawn againſt them from hence? Our dif- 
pute was interrupted, and we were under 
a neceſſity of. parting. 

Paris, the 26th of the moon 
Rhamazan, 1719, 

LET. 
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LETTER CXXXVL 

Rica to the Same; 

T our next interview, my learned 
inſtructor conducted me into a ſepa- 

rate apartment. Here, ſaid he, are the 
books of modern hiſtory. Behold here 
the authors of church hiſtory, and the lives 

of the popes ; theſe are books which I 
read for edification, but which in me often 
produce a quite oppoſite effect. In that 
place are thoſe who have wrote concerning 
the decline of the formidable empire of the 
Romans, which ſprung from the ruin of ſo 
many monarchies, and upon the ruins of 
which ſo. many new ones were founded; 
an infinite number of barbarous nations, 
as little known as the countries which they 
inhabited, appeared all of a ſudden; over- 
run it, ravaged it, tore it to pieces, and 
founded all the kingdoms which you now 
fee in Europe. Theſe people cannot pro- 
perly be called Barbarians, becauſe they 
were free, ſince being univerſally. ſubjected 
to a deſpotic power, they loſt that 2 x} 
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ful liberty which is ſo conformable to rea- 
ſon, humanity, and nature. Here you will 
ſee the hiſtorians of the German empire, 
which is only a ſhadow of the firſt empire; 
but which is, I think, the only power upon 
earth which has not been weakened by 
faction; the only power, I muſt repeat it, 
which acquires ſtrength from its lofles, and 
which, flow in availing itſelf of its ſucceſs, 
becomes invincible by its defeats. Here 
are the French hiſtorians, in which we firſt 
ke the regal power form itſelf, periſh twice; 
then recover itſelf again, and languiſi during 
a ſucceſſion of ages; but collecting ſtrength, 
and being increaſed in every particular, at 
laſt arrives at its final period : like thoſe ri- 

vers which in their courſe loſe their waters, 
or hide themſelves under the earth; then 
ſhewing themſelves again, and ſwelled by 
the rivers, which flow into them, rapidly 
kurry away whatever oppoſes itſelf to their 

_ paſſage. There you ſee the Spaniſh nation 
pour itſelf forth from certain mountains : 
the Mahometan princes ſubdued as ſlowly 
as they had rapidly conquered : ſo many 
kingdoms united in one vaſt monarchy, 
which became almoſt the only one ; till 
overwhelmed by its own greatgeſs, * 

falſe 



PERSIAN LETTERS. 11 

falſe opulence, it loſt its forced reputation, 
and retained nothing but the pride with 
which it was inſpired but its former power. 
Here are the Engliſh hiſtorians, in which 
we conſtantly fee hberty rekindled by the 
flames of diſcord and ſedition, the prince 
always tottering upon a throne not to be 
ſhaken, a nation impatient but prudent even 
in its fallies of paſſion, ard which being 
poſſeſſed of the empire of the ſea (a thing 
unheard of till then) unites commerce with 
power. Not far from thence are the hiſ- 
torians of that other queen of the ſea, 
the republic of Holland, ſo much re- 
ſpected in Europe, and ſo formidable in 
Aſia, where its merchants fee ſo many kings 
fall proſtrate before them. The Italian 

_ hiſtorians repreſent to us a nation once 
miſtreſs of the world, become the ſlave of 
all the others; it's princes divided and 
weak, and having nothing of ſovereignity 
to boaſt, beſides its vain policy. Here are 
the hiſtorians of the republics of Swit- 
zerland, which is the emblem of liberty; 
of Venice, whole only refuge is in its ce: o- 
nomy z and of Genoa, that has nothing 
to boaſt of but its buildings. Here are 
thoſe of the North, and amongſt others, of 

Poland, 
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Poland, which makes ſo bad a uſe of its 
hberty, and the right it is poſſeſſed of, of 
electing its kings, that one would think 

its intention is thereby to conſole the neigh- 
bouring nations, which have loft both. 
Hereupon we parted till the next day. 

Paris, the 2d of the moon 
Chalval, 1719. 

LETTER CXXXVIL 

Rica to the Same. 

H E next day he conducted me into 
another apartment. Theſe, ſaid he, 

are the poets, whoſe chief merit conſiſts 
in putting good ſenſe in ſhackles, and in 
overwhelming reaſon by a heap of orna- 
ments, as the women were formerly in 
cumbered by the parade of dreſs. You 
are no ſtranger to them, they are common 
amongſt the Orientals, where a hotter ſun 
ſeems to warm the imagination of the na- 
tives. Here are the epic poems ; what, 
ſaid I, ſomewhat ſurpriſed, is an epie 
Oy To deal. plainly with you, —_ 
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he, I do not know: the critics tell us, 
that there never were more than two, and 
that the others which go by the lame name, 
are by no means worthy of it: I cannot 
judge of this neither. They fay beſides, 
that it is impoſſible to compoſe any more; 
this to me appears {till more ſurpriſing. 
Here are the dramatic poets, who, I think, 
hold the firſt place amongſt thoſe of their 
profeſſion, and may be juſtly looked upon 
as the maſters of our paſſions. There are 
two different ſpecies of dramatic poets ; 
the comic poets, who ſtir our paſſions fo 
gently, and the tragic poets, who rouſe and 
agitate us with fo much violence. Here 
are the lyric poets, whom I deſpiſe as 

much as I eſteem the others, who convert 
their art into an harmonious extravagance. 
Next in order follow the authors of Idyl- 
hum and Eclogues, who pleaſe even cour- 

tiers, by exciting in them an idea of a cer- 
tain tranquility which they do not poſſeſs, 
which they preſent to their view in the con- 
dition of ſhepherds. But here are authors 
more dangerous than any you have yet 
ſcen: theſe are they who point epigrams, 
lictle ſharp arrows which make a deep 
wound that admits of no cure, Here you 

behold. 
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behold romances, the authors of which 
may be in ſome meaſure conſidered as poers 
who are equally extravagant in their wit, 
and in their repreſentations of paſſion ; 
they paſs their whole lives in ſeeking after 
nature, and their reſearch is always equally 
vain ; their heroes are no more in nature 
than the winged dragons, and the hippo- 
centaurs. I have, anſwered J, feen ſome 
of your romances, and if you had fern 
any of ours, you would have been ſtill 
more di guſted. They are full as void of 

nature, and lie under great conſtraints on 
account of our manners: An amorous 
paſſion muſt have laſted ten years before 
the lover can ſee ſo much as his miſtreſs's 
face; yet the authors are under a neceſſity 
of making their readers paſs through all 
theſe tedious maries; now as it is 
impoſſible to invent new incidents for ever, 
theſe authors have recourſe to an artifice, 
which has a worſe effect than the inconve- 
nience they mean to obviate by it; they 
avail themſclves of prodigies. I am con- 
vinced that you cannot approve of a ſor- 
cereſs making an army riſe out of the earth 
by the power of her art; that a ſingle hero 
ſhould deſtroy a fleet conſiſting of a hundred 

thouland 
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thouſand men. Yet in this taſte our ro- 
mances are wrote : theſe cold adventures, 

ſo often repeated, appear to us altogether 
inſipid, and give us the higheſt diſguſt. 

Paris, the 6th of the 
moor. Chalval, 17 19. 

LETTER AAA. 

Rica to IBBEN, at SMyRNA. 

Rk AF INISTERS here ſucceed to and 
| deſtroy each other, juſt as the ſea- 
ſons do: during the ſpace of ſix years [ 
have ſeen the ſyſtem of the finances changed 
four times. Taxes are now levied in T urxy 
and Perſia, exactly in the ſame manner as 
they were levied by the founders of thoſe 
empires : this is far from being the cafe 
here. It muſt indeed be owned that we do 
not levy them with ſo much addreſs as the 
inhabitants of the Weſt. Ir is our opinion, 
that there is no more difference between 
managing the revenues of a prince, and the 
fortune of a private perſon, than between 
reckoning a hundred thouſand tomans, and 

reckoning 
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reckoning only a hundred : but this affair 
is much more myſterious and refined than 
we think it. Geniuſſes of the firſt rank 
muſt labour night and day, they muſt 
without ceaſing, and with the moſt painful 
efforts, invent continually new projects; 
they muſt hear the advice of an infinite 
number of perſons, who meddle with their 
buſineſs without being deſired; they muſt 
retire and live recluſely in a cloſet impene- 
trable to great folks, and aweful to the 
little; they muſt always have their heads 
full of i important ſecrets, wonderful deſigns, 
new ſyſtems ; and being quite abſorbed in 
meditation, they muſt be deprived of the 
uſe of ſpeech, and fometimes even void of 
politeneſs. No ſooner were the eyes of the 
late king cloſed, but it was judged proper 
to eſtabliſi a new adminiſtration. It was 
eaſy to perceive that the kingdom was in 
a bad ſituation, but how to remedy the 
inconveniences it laboured under, was the 
queſtion. The unlimited authority of for- 
mer miniſters, had not been found advan- 
tageous to the ſtate ; and therefore it was 
Judged proper to divide it among ſeveral. 
For this purpoſe, five or fix pews. oy were 
created, and perhaps France was never 

more 
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more wiſely governed, than by that mi- 
niſtry : it did not laſt long, no more than 
the good of which it was productive. 
France, at the late king's death, reſembled 
a body ſinking under a thouſand diſorders : 
N took the knife in hand, cut off 
ſome of the uſeleſs fl-ſh, and applied a 
few topical remedies. But there till re- 
mained an internal vice to be cured: a 

' foreigner who came over, undertook to 
effect the cure: after the application of 
many violent remedies, he thought that he 
had reſtored the ſtate to its former vigour, 
whereas it was only become bloated. Thoſe 
who were in affluence about fix months 
ago, are now reduced to the moſt extreme 
poverty ; and thoſe who were in want of 
the neceſſaries of Efe, are now wallowing 
in opulence. The two extremities never 
made ſo near an approach before. This 

_ foreigner has turned the kingdom with as 
much eaſe as a taylor turns a coat ; he 
makes that which was under appear up- 
wards, and what was uppermoſt he turns 
down. Such unexpected -fortunes have 
been made, as appeared incredible to thoſe 
who acquired them ; God does not with 
greater eaſe create men out of — 

| o 
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How many footmen are now attended by 
their fellow-ſervants ; and may perhaps to- 
morrow be attended by their maſters. This 
is ſometimes productive of very odd ac- 
cidents. Footmen who acquired their for- 
tunes in the laſt reign, now boaſt of their 
birth, they revenge themſelves upon thoſe 
who have juſt laid aſide their liveries, of 
all the c which others expreſſed for 
them about ſix months before : they ex- 
claim aloud the nobility is ruined ; what 
diforder prevails in the ſtate ! what con- 
fuſion is there in all ranks! none but mean 

now make fortunes ! Depend upon 
it theſe will take ample revenge upon thoſe 
who come after them ; and that in thirty 
years theſe new people of quality will make 
a great noiſe in the world. 

Paris, the iſt of the moon 
Zilcade, 1720. 

LET 
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LETTER CXXXIX. 

Rica to the Same. 

HERE cannot be a greater exam- 
ple of conjugal affection, and that 

not in a private woman, but in a queen, 
than that which I now relate. The queen 
of Sweden being poſitively reſolved that 
her huſband ſhould be her partner in the 
government, to remove all obſtacles to this 
her purpoſe, ſent a declaration to the ſtates, 
whereby ſhe renounces the regency, pro- 
vided they elect him. Somewhat above 
ſixty years another queen, named 
Chriſtina, abdicated the throne to devote 
herſelf entirely to philoſophy. I do not 
know which of theſe examples ſhould ex- 
cite our admiration moſt. Though I would 
by all means, have every body firmly main- 
tain the poſt and dignity to which he has 
been raĩſed by fortune; and though | can- 
not approve of the weakneſs of thoſe, who 
finding themſelves inferior to their (tation, 
baſely forſake it by a ſort of deſertion; I am 
notwithſtanding ſtruck wit!1 the greatneſs of 

Vol. Il, G ſoul 



122 PERSIAN LETERS. 
foul of theſe two queens, when I ſee that 
the mind in the one and the heart in the 
other; - were more elevated than their for- 
tune. Chriſtina aſpired to know at a time 
when others think of nothing but the en- 
Joyment of preſent pleaſures ; and the other 
deſires to enjoy empire only, with a view 
of putting it into the hands of her auguſt 

Paris, the 27th of the moon 
Maharran, 1720, 

LETTER CXL. 

Rica to UsBex, at . 

FIT HE parliament of Paris has been 
juſt baniſhed to a little town called 

pPontoiſe. The council ſent orders to it 
either to regiſter, or approve, a declaration 
by which it might be diſhonoured, and the 
parliament has regiſtered it in a manner that 
reflects diſhonour the council. Some 
other parliaments of the kingdom are 
threatened with the ſame treatment. Theſe 
aſſemblies are al vays hated : they * 

kings 
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kings only to tell them unwelcome truths ; 
and bill a crowd of courtiers conſtantly 
repreſent to them that the people are quite 
happy by their adminiſtration ; con- 
tradict the flattery, and bear to the foot of 
the throne the complaints and lamentations 
of a diſtreſſed nation. Truth, dear Uſbek, 
is a grievous burthen, when we are obliged 
to carry it into the preſence of princes, they 
ſhould therefore conſider, that thoſe who 
undertake the office, are conſtrained to it, 
and that they would never have reſolved to 
take a ſtep fo invidious and 1 if 
they had not been forced to it by their 
duty, their reſpect, and even their love. 

Paris, the 21ſt day of 
the moon of the i ſt 
Gemmadi, 1720, 
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LETTER CXLLI 

Rica to the Same. 

T the end of the week I will pay 
* a viſit: How ly ſhall I 
paſs my time with you! I was introduced 
tome days ago to a certain court-lady, 
who had a fancy to ſee my foreign figure. 
I thought her beautiful, worthy of the 
affection of our monarch, and of a diſ- 
tinguiſhed rank in the ſacred place where 
his heart repoſes. She propoſed me many 

- queſtions concerning the manners of the 
Perſians, and the fort of life led by the 
women of Perſia. Ir appeared to me that 
the ſeraglio was not to her taſte, and that 
it gave her great diſguſt to think that a 
man ſhould be ſhared by ten, or twelve, 
women. She could not think of the hap- 
pineſs of the men, without envy, nor of 
the wretched condition of the women, 
without the utmoſt compaſſion. As ſhe 
loves reading in general, but chiefly poems 
and romances, ſhe was deſirous to hear 

tome account of ours. The account 1 
| gave 
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gave her doubled her curioſity : ſhe beg- 
ged the favour of me to tranſlate a frag- 
ment of one of thoſe I had brought with 

I did fo, and ſent her a few days 
after an oriental tale ; perhaps you will 
not be diſpleaſed to fee it in diſguiſe. 
* In the time of Cheick-ali-can, there was 

uite by heart; no 
derviſe could underſtand the traditions of 
the holy prophets better than ſhe ; the 
Arabian doctors never ſaid any thing ſo 
myſterious, but ſhe could eaſily compre- 
hend it, and to ſuch knowledge ſhe joined 
a certain chearfulneſs of temper, which 
put it out of the power of thoſe ſhe con- 
verſed with, to gueſs whether ſhe intended 
to inſtruct, or pleaſe, them. One day whilſt 
ſhe was with her companions in one of the 
apartments of the ſeraglio, one of them 
asked her what her ſentiments were con- 
cerning a life to come ; and whether ſhe 
believed that ancient tradition of our 
doctors, that paradiſe was made only for 
the men. It is the general opinion, ſaid 
ſhe; they have done all that they could te 
degrade and villify our ſex. There is even 
a nation diſperſed all over Perſia, called 

G 3 rae 
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the Jewiſh, that maintain by the authority 
of their ſacred books, that women have 
no ſouls: Theſe injurious opinions take 
their riſe entirely from the pride of men, 
who would willingly preſerve their ſupe- 
riority over our ſex even after death, and 
do not conſider, that at the laſt great day, 
all the creatures will as nothing be- 
tore God, and that one ſhall have no pre- 

over another, but that which it 
has acquired by ſuperior virtue. God will 
be unbounded in his recompenles : and as 
the men who have lived a virtuous life, 
and made a good uſe of theit power over 
us upon earth, will be admitted into a 
paradiſe filled with celeſtial and raviſhing 
beauties; beauties ſo brilliant, that if a 
mortal could get a ſight of them, he would 
immediately put an end to his life, through 
impatience to enjoy them; in ike manner, 
virtuous women will enter a delightful 
abode, where they will be glutted with the 
moſt exquiſite enjoyments of all ſorts, with 
men of a divine nature, who will be ſub- 
jected to their command: each of them 
will poſſeſs a ſeraglio, in which they will 

| be ſhut up; and have unuchs, much more 
fairhful chan ours, to guard them. _ 

re 
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read, continued ſhe, in an Arabian author, 

temper - moſt inſupportably jealous. He 
had twelve women of the utmoſt beauty, 
whom he treated with a brutality unpa- 
rallelled : he would not truſt even his 
eunuchs, or the walls of his feraglio ; he 

generally kept them under lock and key 
in their reſpective apartments, ſo that they 
could neither ſee nor ſpeak to each other ; 
for even an innocent friendſhip rouſed his 
Jealouſy: all his actions Gilcovered a tinc- 
ture of his natural brutality : his mouth 
never pronounced an obliging word, and 
his molt trifling geſtures never failed to ag- 
gravate the bitterneſs of their ſlavery. One 
day, when he had aſſembled them all in an 
apartment of his ſeraglio, one of them, 
more bold than the reſt, reproached him 
with his ill· nature. Thoſe who take ſuch 
pains to make themſelves feared, faid ſhe, 
are, generally ſpeaking, ſucceſsful only in 
making themſelves hated. We are fo very 
unhappy, that we cannot poſſibly avoid 
wiſhing for a change of condition : others 
would, in my ſituation wiſh your death, I 
only wiſh for my own; and, as I cannot 
hope to be ory from you, except by 

4 death s 
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death, it will notwithſtanding be a great 
ineſs to me to be ſeparated from you. 

This diſcourſe, which ſhould have given 
him ſome compunction, made him on the 
con fly into a furious paſſion; he drew 
his poignard, and plunged it into her breaſt. 
My dear companions, ſaid ſhe, with a 
dying voice, if heaven has compaſſion for 
my virtue, your ſufferings will be re- 
venged. Having uttered theſe words, ſhe 
left this unhappy world, and paſſed im- 
mediately into that bleſſed abode, where 
ſuch women as have lived virtuous lives, 
enjoy a never-fading happineſs. The firtt 
fight that preſented itſelf to her eyes, was 
a beautiful meadow, whoſe verdure was ſet 
off by an enamel of flowers, whoſe va- 
riegated colours vied with each other in 
lovelineſs; a ſtream, whole waters were 
more clear than chryſtal, ran there in a 
variety of meanders. She then entered into 
delightful groves, where nothing was heard 
but the harmonious ſongs of tuneful birds. 
The fineſt gardens imaginable then offered 
themſelves to her view ; nature had be- 

ſtowed upon them all its luſtre with its 
ſimplicity. At laſt ſhe came to a magni- 
ticent palace, which was prepared for her, 

"ad 
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and filled with men of a divine nature, 
deſtined to be ſubſervient to her pleaſures. 
Two of them immediately advanced, in 
order to undreſs her: others conducted her 
to a bath, and perfumed her with the moſt 
delicious eſſences: they then preſented her 
with clothes, much more rich than her 
own : after which they led her into a ſpa- 
cious hall, where ſhe found a fire made of 
odoriferous wood, and a table covered with 
viands of the moſt exquiſite flavour. All 
things ſeemed to concur to fill her ſenſes 
with rapture ; ſhe heard on one fide mu- 
ſick, ſo much the more divine, as it was 
more tender; on the other ſhe ſaw dances 
performed by thoſe divine men, whoſe ſole 
occupation was to pleaſe her, and yet ſuch 
a variety of pleaſure was intended only to 
conduct her by inſenſible degrees, to pla - 
ſures infinitely greater. They then con- 
ducted her to her apartment; having again 
undreſſed her, they then put her into a 
bed extremely rich, where two divine men 
immediately received her in their arms. 
She was then completely happy her ecſtaſy 
ſurpaſſed even her defires. I am quite 
tranſported, faid ſhe to them, I] ſhould 
think myſelf dying if I was not furs of 

Ss my 
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my immortality, It is too much, leave 
me; I ſink through the exceſs of pleaſure. 
Yes, you again reſtore a calm to my ſenſes; 
I am — 1 — 

ſelf. Why have they taken away the 
flambeaux? Why am I not permitted ſtill 
to contemplate your divine charms? Why 
am I not allowed to fee ?!—But why do 
I talk of ſeeing ? You make me once more 
enter into my former tranſports. Gods 
how delightful this darkneſs is? What 
ſhall I be immortal, and immortal in your 
company? I ſhall—but no I beg a mo- 
ment's reſt, for I ſe you are but little diſ- 
poſed to aſk it. After reiterated commands, 
ſhe was at laſt obeyed, but it was not till 
ſhe appeared to deſire it in good earneſt. 
Ske then gave way to foft repoſe, and 
'flumbered in their arms. TWO moments 
of ſleep reſtored her waſted firength : 
twice they embraced her, and thus the 
flame of love was rekindled. She opened 
her eyes, and — I am quite uneaſy to 
find myſelf thus, I fear you have 
ceaſed to love me. This was a doubt in 
which ſhe was unwilling to remain long : 
and indeed ſhe ſoon received convincing 
proofs of her miſtake. 1 am conſcious of 

my 
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my error, exclaimed ſhe, excuſe me, I 
now ſee I may depend upon you. You do 
not utter a ſingle word, but your actions 
prove your love more ſtrongly than it is in 
the power of words to do. Yes, yes, I 
own it, no love could ever equal yours. 
But how ! you vie with each other 1n en- 
deavouring to convince me; ah if you vie 
with each other, if you join ambition to 
the pleaſure of defeating me, I am loſt, 
you will both be conquerors, and I the only 
vanquiſhed party ; but the victory ſhall 
colt you dear, that you may depend upon. 
Their pleaſures were not diſcontinued till 
day appeared ; her faithful and amiable 
domeſtics entered her apartment, and 
cauſed the two young men to rife, they 
were thereupon reconducted to the places 
wherein they were kept for her pleaſures. 
She then ro'e, and made her appearance at 
that court by which ſhe was idolized in the 
charms of a ſimple diſhabille, and then 
richly attired in the moſt ſumptuous orna- 
ments. The paſt night had added new 
luftre to her beauties ; it had enlivened ber 
complexion, and given a ſtronger expreſſion 
to her graces. The whole day was divided 
between dances, concerts, feltivals, ſports, 

and 
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and other amuſements of that kind; and it 
was obſerved that Anais often ſtept aſide, 
and flew to the embraces of her two 
lovers; after having had a ſhort interview 
with them, ſhe returned to the company 
ſhe had quitted, always with a countenance 
more lively than before. But about even- 
ing the company loſt ſight of her entirely: 
ſhe went, and ſhut herſelf up in the ſeraglio, 
where ſhe was deſirous, as ſhe ſaid, of 
cultivating her acquaintance with theſe im- 
mortal captives, who were to live with her 
for ever. She therefore viſited the moſt 
retired and the moſt delightful apartments 
of theſe places, where ſhe reckoned fifty 
ſlaves of a moft extraordinary beauty: ſhe 
wandered all day from apartment to apart- 

ment, receiving every where a different 
homage, but one that was always of the 
ſame nature. It was thus the immortal 
Anais paſſed her days, ſometimes 1n all the 
diſſipation and gaiety of pleaſure, and 
ſometimes in ſolitary pleaſures, admired by 
a brilliant aſſembly, or adored by an ardent 
lover: ſhe often quitted an inchanted pa- 

| Jace, to repair to a rural grotto : flowers 
icemed to ſpring up under her feet, and 
pleaſures offered themſclves to her in 

| crowds. 
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crowds. She had been above eight days 
in this happy place, in the hurry of a con- 
ſtant round of pleaſure, and without having 
ever made a ſingle reflexion ; ſhe had en- 

joyed her felicity without knowing it, and 
without having one of thoſe moments of 
tranquility, in which the ſoul ſettles with 

_ itſelf, if I may be allowed the expreſſion, 
and attends to its own report in the ſilence 
of the paſſions. Happy ſouls have plea- 
ſures ſo lively, that they can ſeldom enjoy 
that freedom of mind : wherefore being 
invincibly attached to preſent objects, they 
loſe all memory of things paſt, and have 
no longer the leaſt concern about what they 
have loved, or known, in the other world. 
But Anais, whoſe mind was of a truly 
philoſophical turn, had paſſed almoſt her 
whole life in meditation: ſhe had carried 
her reflexions a great deal further than 
could be expected from a woman left to 
herſelf. The cloſe retirement in which her 
huſband had left her, had deprived her of 
every other advantage. It was that ſtrength 
of mind which had made her deſpiſe the 
tear that filled the ſouls of her companions 
with conſternation, as well as death, by 
which her ſufferings were to be terminated, 

and 
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and her felicity to commence. She there- 
fore by 8 quitted the intoxication of 
leaſure, and retired to an apartment in 
os palace. She gave herſelf up to plea- 

ſing reflexions upon her paſt condition and 
her preſent happineſs ; ſhe could not help 
compaſſionating the miſery of her compa» 
nions. We are always affected with ills 
which we have partaken of. Anais did 
not ſtop within the limits of ſimple com- 
paſſion : ſuch was her tenderneſs for thefe 
unfortunate creatiires, that ſhe found her- 
ſelf inclined to aſuit them in their diſtreſs. 
She ordered one of the young men that 
was with her, to aſſume the form of her 
hufband, to enter his ſeragho, to make 
himſelf matter of it, and to turn the for- 
mer poſſeffor out of doors, and to remain 
there in his place, till fi uch time as the 
ſhouid think proper to recal him. Her 
orders were quickly put in execution; he 

cut the air with rapid wings, and quickly 
arrived at the door of Ibrahim's feraglio : 
Ibrahim happened not to be there. The 
young man knocked, every door flew 
open to him, the eunuchs fell at his feet. 
He flew to the apartments where the wo- 
men of Ibrahim were ſhut up; he had as 

he 



PERSIAN LETTERS. 135 
he paſſed, ſtolen the keys from this monſter 
of jealouſy ; to him he found means to 
render himſelf inviſible. He entered, and 
at firſt ſurpriſed them by his mild and affa- 

dle air, but ſoon after ſurpriſed them much 
more by his ardour, and by his reiterated 
warm embraces. They were all equally 
aſtoniſhed at this event, and they wopld 
have taken it for a dream, had there been 
leſs reality in it. Whilſt this extraordinary 
ſcene was played in the ſeraglio, Ibrahim 
knocked at it, told his name, and made a 
terrible outcry and diſturbance. After 
having ſurmounted a great many difficul- 
ties, he entered, and threw the eunuchs 
Into a moſt terrible fright. He walked on 
with great rapidity, but he ſtarted back 
with great aſtoniſhment, when he beheld 

the counterfeit Ibrahim, his perfect image, 
taking all the liberties of maſter of the 
ſeraglio. He calls out for help; he calls 
upon the eunuchs to aſſiſt him in kil- 
ling the impoſtor ; but he was not obeyed. 
He has now but one refuge left, and that 
a weak one; he refers it to the judgment 
of his wives. In the ſpace of one hour, 
the counterfeit Ibrahim had corrupted all 
the judges. The other was ignominiouſly 

dragged 
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out of the ſeraglio, and would 

inevitably have ſuffered death, if his rival 

ſhould be ſpared. In a word, the new 
Ibrahim, remaining maſter of the field of 
battle, gave every day new proofs that he 
was worthy of ſuch a preference, and ſig- 
nalized himſelf by feats unheard of before 
in the ſeraglio. You are not like Ibrahim, 
ſaid the women. Say rather, anſwered the 
triumphant Ibrahim, that that impoſtor is 
not like me; what muſt be done to deſerve 
your favours, if what I do is inſufficient, 
Ah we ſhall take care how we doubt, an- 
ſwered the women, if you are not the true 
Ibrahim, it is enough for us that you have 
ſo well deſerved to be ſo ; you ſhow your- 
ſelf more Ibrahim in one day, than he did 
in ten years. You promiſe then, returned 
he, to declare in my favour, and againſt 
that impoſtor. Doubt not of that, an- 

ſwered they all with one unanimous voice 
we ſwear to be eternally faithful to you : 
we have been but too long impoſed upon 
the villain did not ſuſpect our virtue, all 
his ſuſpicions were occaſioned by his own 
impotence : we now ſee plainly that men 
are not made alike, it is you doubtleſs 

they 
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they reſemble: if you but knew how 
much you make us hate him ! Ah, repli 
the counterfeit Ibrahim, I will often give 
you freſh reaſons to hate him, you do not 
yet know how great an injury he has done 
you. We judge of his injuſtice by the 
greatneſs of your revenge, anſwered they. 
You are in the right, anſwered the divine 
man; I have proportioned the expiation to 
the crime ; | am glad you like my manner 
of puniſhing. But, laid the women, if 
that impoſtor ſhould return, what ſhall 
we do? I believe it would be a hard 
matter for him to deceive you, anſwered 
he ; in the ſtation which I hold with you, 
no man can ſupport himſelf by artifice : 
beſides I will ſend him fo far off, that you 
will never hear more of him. | then will 
take upon myſelf the care of your happi- 
ne's. I will not be jealous ; I know how 
to ſecure your affections, without laying 
you under any reſtraint ; I have not ſo bad 
an opinion of my merit, to think that you 
will not be faithful to me: if your virtue 
is not ſecure with me, with whom can it 
be ſecure ? The converſation laſted a long 
time between him and the women, who, 
more {truck with the difference of the two 

Ibrahims, 
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Ibrahims, than with their reſemblance, were 
not in the leaſt ſolicitous to have ſo many 
myſteries cleared up. At laſt the huſband, 
— deſperate, came again to diſturb their 

: he found his whole family in joy, 
— his women more unwilling to believe 
him than ever. It was become now no 
place for a jealous man; he went away in 
a rage ; the very next moment the coun- 
terfeit Ibrahim followed him, ſeized him, 
hurried him thr the air, and left him 
at the diſtance of two thouſand leagues 
from thence. Gods how diſconſolate were 
the women in the avſence of their dear 
Ibrabim ! Their eunuchs had already re- 
ſumed their natural ſeverity, the whole 
family was in tears, they thought ſome- 
times that all that had happened to them 
was but a dream; they looked often upon 
each other, and recalled to their memories 

the moſt minute circumſtances of theſe 
ſtrange adventures. At length the divine 
Ibrahim returned more amiable than ever; 
it ap to the women that he had not 
been in the leait fatigued by his journey. 
The new maſter obſerved a conduct o 
oppolite to that of the old one, that all the 
3 were ſurpriſed at it. He = 

miſt: 
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miſſed all the eunuchs, made his houſe ac- 
ceſſible to every body: he would not even 
ſuffer the women to uſe veils, It was ſome- 
thing extraordinary to ſee them at feaſts 
amongſt the men, and as free as they. 
Ibrahim thought, and with rea'on, that 
ſuch citizens as he, were not bound to ob- 
ſerve the cuſtoms of the country. Yet he 
ſpared no expence ; he with the utmoſt 
profuſion ſquandered the wealth of the 
jealous man, who returning three years 
after from the remote countries to which 
he had been carried, found nothing at home 
but his women, and thirty-ſix children.“ 

Paris, the 25th of the moon 
Gemmadi, 1720. 

LETTER CALL 

Rica to Usnxx, at 

Send you herewith a letter, which I re- 
_ ceived from a man of learning, you 

will think it ſomewhat extraordinary. 
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e Sin; 

* About ſix months ago I ſucceeded to 
the fortune of a very rich uncle, who left 
me five or ſix hundred thouſand livres, and 
a well furniſhed houſe. It is a pleaſure to 
be poſſeſſed of wealth, when one knows 
how to make a good uſe of it. I have no 
ambition nor taſte for pleaſures ; I am 
almoſt always ſhut up in a cloſet, where I 
lead the life of a ſtudious man. It is in 
ſuch a place as this, that a virtuoſo, who 
loves venerable antiquity, is to be found. 
When my uncle expired, I would gladly 
have had him interred with the ceremonies 
obſerved by the Greeks and Romans, but 
I had neither antique mourning, urns, or 
lamps. But fince that time, I have pro- 
vided myſelf well with thoſe precious ra- 

rities. I not long ago fold my plate, to 
purchaſe an earthen lamp, that had been 
uſed by a ſtoic philoſopher. I have diſ- 
poſed of all the pier-glaſſes with which my 
uncle had covered his apartments, to buy 
a little cracked looking-glafs, that formerly 

. belonged to Virgil: I am highly delighted 
| to 
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to ſee it reflect my face, inſtead of that 
of the ſwan of Mantua. This is not all ; 
I have given a hundred louis d'ors for five, 
or ſix pieces of copper coin, which were 
current a thouſand years ago. I do not 
think I have now in my houſe, a ſingle 
moveable, which was not made before the 
decline of the Roman empire. I have a 
little cloſet filled with manuſcripts, as pre- 
cious as dear: though by reading them I 
deſtroy my eye-ſight, I had much rather uſe 
them chan printed books, which are not 

Jo correct, and which are moreover in the 
hands of every body. Though I ſcarce 
ever ſtir out of my houſe, I am extremely 

ſolicitous to know all the ancient roads 
which were made in the time of the old 
Romans. There is one not far from my 
houſe, which was made by the orders of a 
proconſul of Gaul, twelve hundred years 
ago. When [| go to my country houſe, 1 
always take care to paſs it, though it is very 
inconvenient, and adds almoſt a league to 

my journey: but what provokes me, is, 
that in ſeveral places, they have fixed 
wooden poſts, to ſhow the diſtances of the 
neighbouring towns. I am quite in deſpair, 
to lee theſe miterable erections, in the _ 

o 
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before, I doubt not but I ſhall cauſe 
them to be by my heirs, and ſhall 
be able to make a will of ſuch a nature, as 
will induce them to do :t. If you have 
got ever a Perſian Manuſcript by you, fir, 
J would be obliged to you for it; I will 
pay you your own price for it, and I will 
give you into the bargain ſome works of 
my own compoſing, which will convince 
you that I am not an uſeleſs member of 
the republic of letters. Amongſt others, 
you will ſee a diſſertation, in which I 
prove, that the crown uſed in triumphs, 
was made of oak leaves, and not of laurel : 
you will be in raptures with another, in 
which I prove by learned conjectures, taken 
from the greateſt Greek authors, that 
Cambyſes was wounded in the left leg, 
and not in the right; another, in which 1 
rove, that a ſhort forehead was a beauty 
ighly eſteemed by the Romans. I will 

ſend you moreover a volume in quarto, 
which contains an explanation of a verſe 
of the fixth book of Virgil. It will be a 

few days before I can fend you theſe ; at 
preſent, all I can do, is to ſend you this 
fragment of an ancient Grecian mytho- 

Ty logiſt, 
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logiſt, which has not hitherto ap in 
print, and which I found in the duſt of 
a library. I muſt take my leave of you, 
on account of an important affair that I 
have upon my hands : the buſineſs is, to 
reſtore a beautiful paſſage of Pliny the 
naturaliſt, which the copyiſts of the fifth 
century have ſtrangely disfigured. 

I am, &c. 

Fragment of an ancient Mythologiſt. 

© In an iſland near the Orcades, a child 
* was born, who had olus for his fire, 
and for his mother a nymph of Cale- 
* donia. It is faid of him, that he, 
* without aſliſtance, learned to reckon 
* upon his fingers; and that even at four 
years of age, he diſtinguiſhed metals 
* fo well, that his mother once offering 
* him a tin ring inſtead of a gold one, 
he perceived the deceit, and threw it 
upon the ground. As ſoon as he was 
* grown up, his father taught him to ſhut 
up the wind in buckets, which he at- 
* terwards fold to the travellers who 

< paſſed 
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that way : but as commerce was 
not much eſteemed in his country, he 

* quitted it, and began to roam the _ 
in company with the blind 
chance. In the courſe of his ; og 
he had learned, that gold glitters every 
where in Betica, he repaired thither 
with the utmoſt expedition. He was 
very ill received by Saturn, who reigned 
there at that time; but that God having 
left the earth, he took it into his head 
to go about the ſtreets every where, 
crying continually with a hoarſe voice, 
People of Betica, you think yourſelves 
rich, becauſe you are poſſeſſed of gold 
and filver : your error raiſes my con- 
tempt. Be ruled by me, quit the coun- 
try of baſe metals: enter the empire 
of imagination, and I promiſe you 
riches, which will fill even you with 
aſtoniſhment. He immediately opened 
ſeveral of the buckets which he had 
brought with him, and he diſtributed 
his commodity to whoever was willing 
to take it. The next day he entered 
the ſame ſtreets, and cried out, People 
of Betica, do you deſire to be rich? 
Fancy to yourſelves that I am extremely 

* rich, 
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"rich, and that you are fo alſo : take it 
for granted every morning, that your 
wealth has been doubled during the 
night : then riſe, and if you have cre- 
ditors, go and pay them with the ima- 
ginary treaſure, then bid them imagine 
in their turn, He ap in in a 
few days after, and he ſpoke thus: 
People of Berica, I ſee very well that 
your imagination is not as lively as it 
was yeſterday; let me regulate your 
imagination by mine: I will every day 
place before your eyes, a ſcroll, which 
will be to you the ſource of great 
riches: it will contain but four words; 
but theſe words will be extremely ſig- 
nificant ; for they will determine the 
portions of your wives, the fortunes 
of your children, and the number of 
your ſervants. And as for you, ſaid 
he, to ſuch of the croud as were neareſt 
to him; as to you, my dear children 
(I may call you by that name, for from 
me have you received a fecond birth) 
my ſcroll ſhall decide the grandeur 
of your magnificence, equipages, the 
ſumptuouſneſs of your feaſts, and the 
number and pay of your miſtreſſes. A 
Vor. II. II few 
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* few days after he came into the public 
* ftreets, quite out of breath; and in a 
* violent paſſion cried out : People of 

Betica, | adviſed you to imagine, and 
I fee that you do not follow my ad- 
vice: well then, now I command you 
to do fo. Thereupon he quitted them 
abruptly : but reflection made him foon 
come back, I hear, ſaid he, that ſome 
of you are fo deſtable as to keep your 
gold and filver. For the ſilver it is 
no great matter, but gold, gold 
ah! "that makes me quite mad.- 
I fwear by my facred buckets, that it 
they do not bring it to me, I will 
puniſh them ſeverely. He then added, 
with the moſt perſuaſive air imaginable, 
Do you think Iaſk you for theſe wretched 
metals, in order to keep them. A 
proof of my candour is, that when you 
brought them to me a few days ago, 
I immediately returned you one half. 
The next day they ſaw him at a diſtance, 
they perceived that he endeavoured to 
infinuate himſelf into their favour, by 
ſmooth and complaiſant diſcourſe : Peo- 
ple of Betica, I am informed that part 
of your treaſure is in foreign countries; 
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a 5 

1 "6 

— 

, T 
/ 2 

1 

* 

3 TV cn CS SLES 



' PERSIAN LETTERS. 147 
I intreat you to ſend for them, you will 

greatly oblige me, and I ſhall eternally 
* acknowlege the favour. The fon of 
6 
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Xolus happened then to ſpeak to peo- 
ple, who were by no means in a 
mood; they could not, however, help 
lavghing, which made him ſneak off in 
great confuſion. He was not, however, 
quite diſcouraged, he returned again, 
and ventured to make another petition. 
I know that you have preciovs.ſtones ; 

diſpoſe of them in the name of Jupiter; 
nothing can poſſibly impoveriſh you 
more than keeping ſuch baubles. Diſ- 
poſe of them by all means : If you 
cannot do it yourſelves, I will procure 
you excellent agents. How you will 
wallow in riches, if you but follow my 
advice! I do aſſure you, you ſhall have 
the richeſt treaſures of my buckets, 
At laſt he mounted a ſcaffold, and with 
a more refolute voice ſpoke thus : Peo- 
ple of Betica, I have compared the 
happy ſtate in which you are at preſent, 
with that in which I found you upon my 

arrival in this country; you are now 
the moſt opulent people upon earth; 
but that I may make your good fortune 

H 2 com- 
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« ſoared up into the air, and fled away 
upon rapid wings, leaving his auditors 

WW a Seo vsoe i oe Seo us  o 

compleat, permit me to eaſe you of 
one half of your wealth. Having ut- 
tered theſe words, the fon of olus 

in a conſternation not to be expreſſed, 
which occaſioned his coming again the 
next day, when he delivered | himſelf in 
tbeſe terms: I perceived yeſterday, that 
my converſation diſpleaſed you highly. 
Well then, ſuppoſe all I ſaid, unſaid. 
It is true, one half is too much. Let 
us have recourſe to other expedients 
to attain the propoſed end. Let us de- 
poſit all our riches in the fame place; 
will be eaſily done, for they will not 
take up much room. At that inſtant, 
three parts of their wealth out of four, 
vaniſhed away,” 

Paris, the gth of the moon 
Chahban, 1720. 

N. B. Mr. Law is alluded to in this ſatire, 
who was a goldſmith in Edinburgh, and 
many years a profeſſed gameſter ; by 
Saturn is meant Lewis XIV. 
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LETTER CxLII. 

Rica to NATHANIEL Levi, a Jewith 
Phyſician at LEOGCHOAN. 

VO aſk my opinion concerning the 
virtue of charms, and the power of 

taliſmans, why do you apply to me upon 

this occaſion ? you ate a Jew, and Iam a 
Mahometan, conſequently we mult both 
be extremely ſuperſtitious. 1 always carry 
with me above a thouſand paſſages of the 
holy Alkoran : I tie to my arms a paper, 
upon which are written the names ot 
above two hundred” derviſes : thoſe of 
Hali, of Fatme, and all the perſonages 
renowned for their ſanctity, are concealed 
in my clothes in above twenty places. 
However, 1 cannot entirely diſapprove of 
the opinion of thoſe who will not admit 
of this virtue annexed to certain words. 
It is much more difficult for us to an{wer 
their arguments, than for them to oppoſe 

our experience. I carry all theſe ſacred 
{rolls about me, merely through habit, 

H 3 and 
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and in order to conform to a received cul- 
tom: I am of opinion, that it they have 
not a greater virtue than rings and other 
ornaments of dreſs, they cannot poſſibly 
be inferior to them in this reſpect. But 
you put entire confidence in a few myſte- 
rious letters; and without that defence, you 
would be under continual apprehenſions. 
Men are indeed unhappy ! they conſtantly 
float between falacious hopes and abſurd 
tears: and inſtead of adhering to the 
dictates of reaſon, they either form to 
themſelves moniters that intimidate them, 
or phantoms that ſeduce and miſlead them. 
What effect do you think the placing of a 
few letters can produce? What evil can 
reſult from their being put into diſorder ? 
What influence have they over the winds, 
to calm tempeſts; over gun-powder to 
reſiſt its force; or over what phyſicians 
call peccant humour, or the morbific 
cauſe of diſeaſes, to cure them? What is 
moſt extraordinary, is, that thoſe who 
puzzle their brains to account for certain 
events, by occult virtues, are obliged to 
take equal pains to avoid ſeeing the true 
cauſe. You will tell me, that certain 
enchantments have cauſed à battle to be 

Won: 



PERSIAN LETTERS. 151 

won: but for my part, I cannot help telling 
you, that you mult be blind not to fee in 

the ſituation of the field, the number, or 
courage, of the ſoldiers, or the experience 
of the generals, cauſes capable of pro- 
ducing this effect, whoſe real cauſe you 
wilfully ſhut your eyes to. I will grant 
you for a moment, that there may be en- 
chantments : grant me for a moment that 
there are none. for that is poſſible, It will 
not follow from your conceſſion, that two 
armies may not engage: will you then 
maintain, that in that caſe, neither of the 
two can be victorious ? Do you think their 
fate will continue doubtful, till an inviſidle 
comes to decide it? That all their 

blows will be ineffectual, all their conduct 
vain, and all their courage fruitleſs? Do 
you think that death, rendered preſent in 
a thouſand different ways, cannot produce 
thoſe panics, which you find it ſo difficult 
to account for ? Do you thiok, that there 
may not be one coward in an army of 
two hundred thouland men ? Do you think 
that the terror which may ſeize this one, 
may not excite terror in another? That the 
ſecond who quits a third, will not make 
him quit a fourth? Even that would be 

H 4 ſufficient 
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ſuffieient to throw a whole army into de- 
ſpair; and the more numerous the army, 

the more quickly it ſpreads. All the world 
knows, and all the world is ſenſible, that 
men, like all other creatures, who are di- 

_ rected by nature to preſerve their being, 
are paſſionately fond of life; this is a truth 
generally known; how then can it be aſked 
how they can be afraid of loſing it upon a 
particular occaſion ? Though the ſacred 
books of all nations abound with accounts 
of ſuch panics, or ſupernatural terrors, I 
think there cannot be a more ridiculous 
potion ; for before we ſhould admit that 
an effect which may be produced by a 
hundred thouſand natural cauſes, is ſuper- 
natural, one ſhould before have examined, 
whether none of theſe cauſes has operated; 
which is impoſſible. I ſhall fay no more 
to you upon this ſubject, Nathaniel; in 

my opinion it does not deſerve to be 
treated in fo ſerious a manner. 

Paris, the 20th of the moon 
Chahban, 1720. 

Pi. S. As I was juſt concluding, I heard 
cried about the ſtreets, a letter from. a 

country 
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country phyſician, to a phyſician at Paris 

(for here the greateſt trifles are printed, 
| publiſhed, and bought). I thought I ſhould 

do well to ſend it to you, becauſe it has 
ſome relation to the ſubject we have been 
upon “. 

A Letter from a country phyſician, to a 
phyſician at PaRis. 55 

There was formerly a ſick perſon in 
our town, who never once ſlept for 
thirty-five days together. His phyſi- 
cian preſcribed him opium: but he would 

never conſent to take it; and whilſt he 
held the cup, he was as little inclined to 
take it as ever. At laſt, he ſaid to his 
« phyſician, Sir, I beg you will give me 
4 quarter till to-morrow: I know a man 

t 

. 

6 

6 

6 

* The former edition had here as follows : 
There are many things in it which I do not un- 
« derſtand ; but you, who are a phyſician, muſt 
+ be acquainted with the language of your bre- 
« thren,” 

H 5 m * who 
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* who does not practiſe phy ſic, and yet 
* has an infinity of remedies againſt want 
© of fleep. Give me leave to ſcnd for 

- © him 5 and if ] do not ſlvep to-night, I 

* will lend for you again to-morrow. The 
* phyſician being gone, the ſick man or- 
e dercd his curtains to be drawn, and 
* ſaid to his footman, Go to Mr. Anis, 
and tell him, I ſhould be glad to ſee 
* him. Mr, Anis came. My dear Mr. 
Anis. Iam in a dying condition, I can- 
not ſleep; have you not in your ſhop 
the C. of G. or /ome book of devotion, 
£ compoſed by ſome reverend father, which 
£ ſtill hes upon your hands? for the reme- 
dies that have been the longeſt kept, are 
generally the beſt. Sir, anſwered the 
< bookſcller, I have in my ſhop, the holy 
© court of father Cauſſin, at your ſervice ; 
+ I will fend it to you directly, and I hope 
you will find — the better for it. 
If you have a mind for the works of the 
+ reverend father Rodriguez, a Portugueze 
* jefuir, they are very much at your ſer- 
vice. But take my advice, and ſtick 

to father Cauſſin. I hope, that with the 
* affiftance of God, one period of father 
Cauſſin wil do you more * good, than a 

Whole 
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whole leaf of the C. of G. Having 
ſpoke thus, Mr. Anis went out, in order 
to ſearch his ſhop for the remedy. He 
ſoon returned with the holy court, after 
having cauſed the duſt to be rubbed off : 
the patient's ſon, a ſchool-boy, began to 
read ; he was the firſt to feel the effects 
of it; at the ſecond page, he could 
ſcarce pronounce with an articulate voice, 
and all preſent began to feel themſelves 
drowſy : a few moments after they all 
began to ſnore, except the ſick man, 
who, after having long continued to liſten 
to it awake, at laſt was overpowered by 
ſleep himſelf. Early in the morning, the 
phyſician arrived. Well, faid he, has 
my opium been taken? To this queſtion 
he received no anſwer ; but the wife, the 

daughter, and the child, in tranſports 
of joy, ſhowed him father Cauflin's 
work. He aſked what it was; they 
anſwered, O bleſs father Cauſſin, his 
book well deſerves to be bound. Who 
would have ſaid it? who would have 
thought it? It is a perfect miracle. See 
here, fir, ſee father Cauſſin's treatiſe ; ir 
was this that made my father ſleep. 
Hereupon they informed him of al! 

* that 
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that had: happened. * The phyſician: 
was a ſubtile man, greatly attached to 
the myſteries of the Cabala, and who 
had much faith in the power of words 
and ſpirits : this ſtruck him ſo, that upon 
mature deliberation, he refolved to change 
his method of practice. This is a very 
extraordinary effect, ſaid he, this-expe- 
riment is worth carrying further. Why 
may not a ſpirit have power to commu - 
nicate to its works, the qualities whicii 
it is itſelf poſſeſſed of? Do not we ſee 
this happen every day? At leaſt the ex- 
periment is very well worth trying. 
am tired of apothecaries; their ſyrups, 
their julips, and all their galenical drugs, 
deſtroy the ſick, and quite ruin their 
health. Let us change the method of 
practice; let us try the virtue of ſpirits. 
With this view, he drew 1 
ſyſtem of pharmacy, as you will ſee b 
rr 
new remedies which he made ule of. 

Pur. 

* Lee the laſt Note 
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Purgative Ptiſan. 

Take three leaves of Ariſtotle's logic 
© in Greek, two leaves of one of the moſt 
© crabbed ical treatiſes; as for in- 

_ © ſtance, that of the ſubtile Scotus ; four 
© of Paracelſus, one of Avicenna ; ſix of 
- Avenoes, three of Porphyry ; as many 
* of Plotinus, as many of Jamblicus. 
Mix them all together, and let them ſtand - 
© for four and twenty hours, then take 
four doſes of them at a time. 

A more violent Purgative. 

© Take ten A*** of C, con- 
*- cerning the B and the C of the *; 

cauſe them to be diſtilled in balnea ma- 
rina; put a drop of the ſharp humour 
© which it produces, in a glaſs of water to 
*-deaden it, then drink off the whole with . 
confidence. 

A Vomit; 

© Take fix harangues ; the firſt dozen 
© of funeral orations that comes to hand; 
* with this one — however, that 

- you: 
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© you do not make uſe of thoſe of M de 
N; a collection of new opera's, fifty 
© romances, and thirty ſets of new me- 
moirs; put all theſe ingredients into a 
* large glaſs bottle, with a big belly, and 
© a little neck, leave it to ſettle during two 
© days; then cauſe it to be diſtilled by a 
* fire of aſhes; and if all this ſhould prove 
6 ineffectual, RE 

Another more powerful Vomit. 

© Take a leaf of marble-paper, which 
has ſerved as a cover to a collec- 
tion of the pieces of J. F. let it be 
infuſed during the ſpace of three minutes, 
„ cauſe a ſpoonful of that infuſion to be 
* made hot, and drink it up.“ 

A very ſimple Remedy for an Aſthma, 

* Read all the works of the reverend 
* father Maimbourg, heretofore jeſuit; 
but take care not to ſtop till the conclu- 
* fion of each period; and you will find 
* a freedom of breathing return by de- 
grees, without being under any neceſſity 
* of repeating the remedy.* 

'A 
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A Preſervative from the Itch, Scabs, and 

other cutaneous Diſorders. 

© Take three categories of Ariſtotle, 
* three prædicables of three different de- 
* grees in the metaphyſical ſcale, one dif- 
© tinction, ſix verſes of Chapelain, one 
«* phraſe extracted from the letters of the 
Abbe de St. Cyran: write the whole 
upon a bit of paper, fold it up, tie it to 
* a ribband, and carry it about your neck.” 

Miraculum Chymicum de violentà fermen- 
tatione, cum fumo, igne et flamma. 

* Miſce Queſnellianam infuſionem, cùm 
infuſione Lallemanianà; fiat fermentatio- 
cùm magna vi, impetu, et tonitru, acidis 
© pugnantibus, et invicem penetrantibus al- 
* calinos ſales: fiet evaporatio ardentium 
ſpirituum. Pone liquorem fermentatum 
© in alembica : nihil inde extrahes, et nihil 
invenies, niſi caput mortuum.“ 

Lenitivum. 

* Recipe Moline anodini chartas duas 3 
* Eſcobaris relaxativi paginas ſex; Vaſquii 
+ emolicntis folium unum: infunde in aquæ 

com- 
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© communis, £5. ii. Ad conſumptionem 
© dimidiz partis colentur et exprimantur ; 
et, in expreſſione, diſſolve Bauni deter- 
* fivi et Tamburini abluentis, folia ini.“ 

Fiat eliſter. 

In chloroſim, quam vulgus pallidos- colo 
res, aut febrim-amatoriam, appellat. 

0 Necks Aretini figuras iy R. Thomæ 
Sanchũ de matrimonio folia j. infundan- 
tur in aquæ communis libras quinque. 

Fi iat ptiſana aperiens. 

* Theſe drugs our phyſician applied with 
extraordinary ſucceſs; he would not, as 
he ſaid, for fear of deſtroying his patients, 
employ remedies very hard to come at: 
as for inſtance, a dedication which had 

a preface; a biſhop's order, wrote by 
himſelf, and the work of a janeſeniſt, 
either deſpiſed by a janeſeniſt, or much 

that theſe remedies were calculated for 
* nothing, but to quackery, which promote 
0 he profeſſed to hold in the utmoſt ab- 
horrence. 
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never made any body yawn ; too ſhort 

admired by a jeſuit. It was his opinion, 
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LETTER CXLIV. 

UsBxx to Rica. 

J ESTERDAY at a country-ſeat, 
where I happened to viſit, I met 

with two learned men, who have a great 
name in this part of the world, I thought 
their characters ſomewhat ſingular. The 
converiation of the firſt, well weighed, 
might be reduced to this z what I have 
ſaid is true, becauſe it is I that have faid 
it. The converſation of the ſecond, ſeemed 
to be founded upon another maxim ; what 
] have not ſaid, 1s not true, becauſe I have 
not ſaid it. The firſt I was tolerably well 
pleaſed with, for it is nothing to me if 
another perſon ſhows himſelf to be quite 
poſitive and obſtinate, but the impertinence 
of another is not fo eaſily born with. The 
firſt maintains his opinions, they may be 
conſidered as his property ; the ſecond at- 
racks thoſe of others, that is to ſay, he 
invades the property of all mankind. Dear 
Usbek, how unfortunate are thoſe who 
have more vanity than is abſolutely ne- 

ceſſary 
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ceſſary for {cif preſervation! Theſe people | 
; aſpire to be admired, by means which muſt | 
x make them give offence. They aim at | 

ſuper:ority, and they can ſcarce ever attain | 
to an equality with others. Oh you wo- —w 
deſt men approach, that I may embrace | 

i vou! From you ſpring all the charms of 
| | | ſociety. Youthink yourſelves deſt tute of | 

all ſorts of merit; but I cannot help ſaying, 
that every merit is yours, You think you 
humble no-body, though you humble all . 
the world. And when, in idea, compare | 
you to thoſe aſſuming perfons whom | meet 

# with every where, I immediately pull them | 
. from their tribunal, and make them fall 
f proſtrate at your feet. | 

k Paris, the 22d of the | | 
moor Chabban, 17 19. : 

i! 
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the difficulties that grow out of the buſi- 
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LETTER . 

UszzR 3 

Man of parts is generally untractable 
{ in ſociety. He caooles but few com- 
panions; be is diſguſted with that nume- 
rous body of people, whom he is pleaſed 
to call bad company; this diſguſt he cannot 
thoroughly conceal, which brings upon 
him the hatred of numbers. Being ſure to 
2 whenever he thinks proper to exert 
imſelf, he frequently neglects to do ſo. 
He has a turn to criticiſing, becauſe he 
ſees many things that eſcape another, and 
is more ſenſibly affected by them. He 
generally ruins his fortune, becauſe the fer- 
tility of his genius furniſhes him with a 
variety of means ſo to do. His enter- 

priſcs miſcarry, becauſe he riſks a great 
deal. His penetration, which generally 
cauſes him to ſee too far, makes him often 
give attention to objects that are extreme- 
ly remote. Add to this, that at the for- 
mation of a project, he is leſs occupied by 

neſs, 
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| neſs, than with the remedies to them, which 

are of his own inventing. He neglects 
minute particulars, though upon chem the 
tucceſs of moſt great affairs depends. On 
the other hand, the man of more confined 
abilities endeavours to avail himſelf in 
every thing: he is thoroughly ſenſible, that 
he muſt not neglect even trifles. The 
man of moderate abilities oftener meets 
with general eſteem. Every body takes 
pleaſure in raiſing the one, whilſt all are 
equally delighted to deprefs the other. 
Whilſt envy falls foul upon one, and ex- 
cuſes him nothing, all the defects of the 
other are overlooked ; the vanity of others 
declares in his favour. But it a man of 
genius lies under ſo many diſadvantages, 
what muſt we think of the wretched con- 
dition of the learned? I can never thick 
of it, without recollecting the following 
letter, wrote by one of them to his friend. 
I ſend it to you herewith ; 

© Sim, 

] am one of thoſe who paſs whole nights 
in contemplating through teleſcopes of 

6 thirty: 

. AA Deed, L T. — — — — ͤ — 
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| * thirty feet long, thoſe vaſt bodies that 
1 * roll over our heads; and when I am diſ- 

poſed to unbend my mind, I take up 
a microſcope, and examine a maggot, or 

a mite; I am not rich, and I have but 
one room: I dare not even make a fire 
in it, leſt the warmth ſhould make the 
mercury riſe in my thermometer, which 
] keep there. Laſt winter the cold al- 
molt killed me; and though my ther- 
mometer was at the loweſt, and though 
my hands were almoſt frozen, I till 
went on my own way. Thus I have 
the pleaſure of knowing with the greateſt 
cxactneſs, all the moſt inconſiderable 
changes of the weather for laſt year. I | 
am very reſerved, and ſcarce know any 1 
body that I fee. But there is a perſon at ö 
Stockholm, another at Leipſick, and | 
another at London, whom [I neither ever 
law, nor ever expect to lee, with whom 
I keep up a conſtant correſpondence ; I 
write to them every poſt. But though I 
have no connection with any body in the 
ſtreet where 1 live, I have got ſo bad a 

character all over the neighbourhood, 
that I believe I mutt ſoon change my 

lodging. About five years ago, I was 
treated 
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FFT ng 

© treated very roughly by a woman in the 
ED for having diſſected a 

dog, which, ſhe ſaid, belunged to her. 
The wife of a butcher, who happened 
to be preſent, took her part ; and whilſt 
one poured out a torrent of abuſe againſt 
me, the other pelted me with ſtones, as 

who was with me, who well as Dr 
received a terrible blow upon the os fron- 
tal and os occipital, by which the ſeat 
of reaſon is very much injured. Ever 
fince that time, if a dog happens to be 
miſſing in the ſtreet, it is immediately 
taken for granted that it has paſſed 
through my hands. A worthy citizen's 
wife, that had loft a lap-dog, which, as 
ſhe ſaid herſelf, was more dear to her 
than her own children, came the other 
day, and fainted away in my room, and 
not having found her dog, ſummoned 
me before a magiſtrate. I believe I ſhall 
be for ever perſecuted by the malice of 
theſe women, who, with their fhrill 
voices, ſtun me every day, by making 
funcral orations upon all the automates 
who have died theſe ten years. 

« Yours, &c.* 

All 
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All men of learning were accuſed of 

being magicians, ſome ages paſt. I am 
not at all ſurpriſed at it. Every one of 
them ſaid within himſelf, I have acquired 
as much knowledge as can be attained by 
the power of natural abilities, and yet 
another philoſopher has the advantage of 
me ; he muſt certainly deal with the devil. 
As accuſations of this nature are out of 
date in the preſent age, other means have 
been made uſe of, and a man of learning 
can never eſcape being reproached with 
irreligion, or hereſy, It avails him little to 
be deemed innocent by the people; the 
wound once made, will never perfectly 
cloſe. It remains a fore place ever after. 
An adverſary may come thirty years after, 

and addreis him in theſe modeſt terms: 
God forbid that 1 ſhould imagine, that the 
acculation againſt you is juſt, but you have 
lain under the fad neceflity of vindicating 
your character. Thus is his very juſti- 
fication turned againſt him. It he writes a 
hiſtory, and diſcovers any elevation of mind, 
or integrity of heart, he is liable to a 
thouland perſecutions. There will not be 
wanting perſons to irritate the magiſtrate 
againit lum, on account of a fact * 
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has a thouſand years ago; and if 
his pen 1s not venal, they would have it 
reſtrained. Their condition, is, however, 
more happy than that of thoſe men who 
violate their faith for an inconſiderable 
penſion, who by all their numerous im- 
poſtures hardly gain a ſingle farthing ; 
who ſubvert the conſtitution of an empire, 
diminiſh the prerogatives of one power, 
increaſe thoſe of another ; give to princes, 
take from their ſubjects, frevive antiquated 
duties, encourage the paſſions which are in 
vogue in their age, and ſuch vices as receive 
a ſanction from the throne; impoſing upon 
poſterity in the more ſcandalous manner, as 

it is not provided with means to detect 
their impoſtures. But it is not enough 
that an author has all theſe inſults to ſuffer, 
it is not enough that he has lived in con- 
ſtant anxiety for the ſucceſs of his work. 
At length the work that coſt him ſo much 
pains and trouble, comes out; it involves 
him in a thouſand quarrels, and how is it 
poſſible to avoid them? The author has an 
opinion, he maintains it in his writings, 
without knowing that another man of 
learning, who lives two hundred leagues 
diſtant from him, had aflerted the reverſe. 

Let 
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Yet this gives riſe to a paper war. It 
would indeed be fome confolation to him, 
if he had any proſpect of becoming famous. 
But he has not even this alleviation of his 
diſtreſs. He is at moſt eſteemed by thoſe 
who have applied themſelves to the ſame 
ftudies with himſelf. A philoſopher holds 
nothing more in contempt, than a man 
whoſe head is loaded with facts, whilſt he, 
in his turn, is conſidered as a viſionary by 

With memory. 
regard to thoſe who take pride in their ig- 
norance, they would willingly have all 
mankind buried in that oblivion, to which 
they are themſelves conſigned. When a 
man is deſtitute of any particular talent, he 
indemnifies himſelf, by expreſſing his con- 
tempt for it; he removes that obſtacle 
which ſtood berween merit and him, and 
by that means, raiſes himſelf to a level 
with thoſe whom he before feared as rivals. 
Thus is an author obliged to abſtain from 
pleaſures, and endanger his health, to ac- 
quire a doubtful and precarious reputation. 

Faris, the 26th of the moon 
Chahban, 1720. 

Vol. II. 1 LET. 
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Usztx to RuEDi, At VENICE. 
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ſidered as qualities natural to them, become 
all on a ſudden the moſt deſpicable people 

upon the face of the earth; I have ſeen 
the contagion ſpread, and not ſpare even 
the moſt facred members of the communi- 
ty; I have known men famous for their 

virtue, guilty of the moſt unworthy acti- 
ons; I have known them violate the firſt 

principles of juſtice, alledging in excuſe, 
the frivolous pretext, that they had been 
violated with reſpect to themſclves. They 
juſtified the baſeſt actions by odious laws, 
and made neceflity a plea for their baſe 
and ous conduct. I have ſeen faith 

compacts rendered void, and all the laws 
of families ſubverted. I have ſeen ava- 
icious debtors puffed up with pride, in 
the midſt of poverty, unworthy inſtru- 
ments of the ſeverity of the laws, and the 
public diſtreſs, pretend payment, without 
having ever made it, and plunge a dagger 
in the breaſt of their benefactors. I have 
ſeen others ſtill more unworthy, buy for a 
trifle, or rather, as it were, pick up oak- - 
leaves from the ground, in order to ſupply 
the place of the ſubſtance of widows and 

I 2 orphans. 
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I have known an inſatiable thirſt 

for riches ſpring up on a ſudden in the hearts 
ok all men. I have ſeen a deteſtable con- 

federacy formed by ſeveral perſons, to 
enrich themſelves, not by an honeſt in- 
duſtry, but by the ruin of the prince, the 
ſtate, and their fellow- citizens. I have 
known a worthy citizen, in theſe times of 
diſtreſs, never go to bed without ſaying to 
himſelf ; 1 have ruined a family to-day, 
I will ruin another to-morrow. I am go- 
ing, ſays another, with a man in black, 
who carries an inkhorn in his hand, to ruin 
all thoſe to whom I have any m_—_ 
Another ſaid, I find I am beginning 
thrive ; true it is, when I went about = 
days ago to pay off ſome money, | left a 
whole family in tears, that I ſquandered the 
portions of two girls of condition, that I 
deprived a young lad of the means of ac- 
quiring education ; his father will die of 
grief, his mother pines away with forrow : 
but I have done nothing but what is al- 
lowed by the law. What crime can be 
greater, than that which a miniſter com- 
mits, when he corrupts the manners of a 
whole nation, debaſes the moſt noble fouls, 
#ains the luſtre of dignities, makes _ 

it 
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itſelf obſcure, and confounds the nobleſt 
birth, in the ? What will 
poſterity ſay, when it finds itſelf under a 
neceſſity ot bluſhing for the ſhame of its 
anceſtors? What will the people of the 
next age ſay, when they compare the iron 
of their anceſtors, to the gold of thoſe 
from whom they immediately derived their 
birth? I doubt not but the nobility will 
retrench from their coats of arms, an un- 
worthy diſtinction, which diſhonours them, 
and leave the preſent 
— to which it has reduced 

Paris, the 11th of the moon 
Rhamazan, 1720. 

LETTER CXLVII. 

The chief Eunuch to UsRRx, at Pans, 

12 are come to ſuch a paſs 
here, that the ſtate they are in is 

almoſt deſperate; your wives have taken 
it into their heads, that your departure has 
left them entirely at liberty, and that they 

I 3 may 

ation in the 
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may do what they pleaſe with impunity : 
molt ſhocking things are done here, I can- 
not write 4 dreadful account of them 
without trembling, Zelis, as ſhe was the 
other day going to the moſque, let drop 
her veil, and appeared with her face almoſt 
entirely uncovered before the I 
found Zachi in bed with one of her female 
flaves, a thing poſitively forbidden by the 

laus of the ſeraglio. I, by meer accident, 
furpriſed the letter which I now fend you; 
I — not poſſibly diſcover who it was in- 
tended for. Veſterday a young lad was 
found in the garden of the ſeraglio, but he 

made his eſcape over the walls. To this 
add all that has eſcaped my — 
you muſt doubtleſs have — 
wait for your orders, and till the Mm. 
moment that I receive them, ſhall remain 
in conſtant anxiety. But if you do not 
give me an arbitrary power over all theſe 
women, I cannot anſwer for any of them, 
but ſhall every day have news equally af- 

_ fifting, to ſend you. | 

From the ſeraglio at Iſpa- 
han, the 1ſt of the moon 
Rhegeb, 1717. 

LE T- 
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LETTER CXLVIIL 
UsBer to the chief Eunuch at the Seraglio 

of IspAHAN. 

ECEIVE, by virtue of this letter, 
an unlimited power over the whole 

ſeraglio: command with as much autho- 
rity as I do myſelf: let fear and terror 
accompany you every where; vilat ; ny 

I will place the ſmalleſt — —— 
there, to account. I ſuſpect that 
Zelis is the perſon to whom the letter you 
intercepted was addreſſed: pry into that 
affair with the eyes of a lynx. 

From , the 11th 
of the mcon Zilhage, 
1718. 

14 LE T- 
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LETTER CXLIX. 

NarsIT to UsBEx, at Paris. 

Onoured Lord, the chief of the 
| eunuchs is jult dead: as I am the 

eldeſt of your ſlaves, I have taken his 
place, till you ſignify to me whom you 
have choſen for it. Two days after his 
death, one of your letters, directed to 
him, was brought me; I took care not to 
open it, I folded it with reſpect, and locked 
it up till you think proper to inform me of 
your facred pleaſure. Yeſterday a ſlave 
came in the midſt of the night, to tell 
me, that he had found a young man in the 

ſeraglio: I got up, made a ſtrict ſearch, 
and found that it was the effect of his ima- 
gination. Ever honoured lord, I kiſs 

thy feet and beg thou wilt put confidence 
in my zeal, my experience, and my age. 

From the ſeraglio at Iſpahan, 
the 5th of the moon of the 
iſt Gemmadi, 1718. 

LE r. 
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LETTER CL. 

Usstx to Naxsrr, at. the Seraglio of 
ISPABAN. 

FRETCH that thou art! thou haſt, 
in thy hands, letters, which contain 

orders that require to be carried into ex- 
ecution with the utmoſt ſpeed ; the leaſt 
delay may reduce me to defpair, and you 
remain inactive under a frivolous pretext! 
Terrible things happen in the 
perhaps one half of my ſlaves deſerve 
death. I fend you . herewith the letter 
which the chief of the eunuchs wrote to 
me upon that ſubject, juſt before he died. 
If you had ie md which is 
directed to him, you would have found 
bloody orders ini. them punctual, 6 
orders, execute 9 
thou ſhalt periſh. TT 

From , the 25th 
of the moon Chalval, 
1718. 

15 LE T- 

ſeraglio: 
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LETTER CLI. 

SOLIN to UsBix, at Paris, 

Wie ſilence any longer, 
I ſhould be as guilty as any of 

thoſe wicked wretches in the ſeraglio. I 
was the confidant of the chief eunuch, the 
moſt faithful of your ſlaves. When he 
law himſelf near his latter end, he ſent for 
me, and addreſſed me in theſe terms: I 
am dying, but the only thing that gives 
me uneaſineſs at leaving the world, is that 
with my dying eyes I have beheld the guilt 
af my mafter's wives. May heaven pre- 
ſerve him from all the misfortunes which E 
foreſee! After my death, may my threat- 
ning ſhade return, to put theſe perfidious 

| women in mind of their duty, and inti- 
midate them even then: here are the keys 
of thoſe awful places; go, carry them to 
hs I of ihe he: But if, 
after my death, he ſhould be deficient in 
diligence, take care to let your maſter 
know. Having uttered theſe words, he 
expired in my arms. I * 
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of what he wrote to you concerning the 
conduct of your wives, a little before his 
death; there is a letter in the ſeraglio, 
which would have occaſioned general ter- 
ror, if it had been That which 
you wrote ſince, was int ed, three 
leagues from here. I do not know what 

it is owing to; but all things turn out un- 
happily. Tour wives however no longer 
keep within the bounds of decency : fince 
the death of the chief eunuch, their be- 
haviour 1s alt | heentious ; Roxana 
is the only one that does her duty, and 
continues to retain her modeſty. Their 
morals grow more corrupt every day. One 
can no diſcover in he as countenances 

of your wives, that ſevere and rigid virtue 
which might ſo eaſily be diſcerned there 
before: an unuſual joy which reigns in this 
place, in my opinion, proves ſome new ſa- 
tisfaction in thoſe who live here. In the 
moſt trifling circumſtances, I obſerve, that 
they take liberties unknown to this place 
before. There prevails, even amongſt 
your ſlaves, an indolence in the diſcharge 
of their duty, and a remiſſneſs in obſerving 
the rules of the ſeraglio, which I am quite 
ſurpriſed at; they are no longer —_ 
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by that warmth of zeal, which ſeemed to 
animate the whole ſeraglio. Your wives 
have been eight days in the country, at 
one of your moſt neglected feats. It is faid, 
that -" ſlave who takes care of it, was 
gained over by them, and that two days 
before their arrival, he cauſed two men to 
be hid in a hollow place in the wall of 
the principal chamber, which they came 
out of in the after we had re- 
tired. The old — who is at preſent 
at the head of the ſeraglio, is a dotard, 
who believes whatever he is told. Such 
horrid perfidy excites my indignation: and 
if heaven, for the good of your ſervice, 
would make you think me ca of 
ruling, I can anſwer for it, that if your 
wives did not prove virtuous, 22 
at leaſt prove faithful. 

From the ſeraglio at Iſpahan, 
287 moon of the 
1& Rebiab, 1719. 

LET- 
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LETTER ein. 

NaxsiT to UsBex, at Paris. 

OXANA and Zelis had a deſire to 
go to the country: I thought it would 

not to refuſe them. 
Uſbek, your wives are faithful, and your 
ſlaves vigilant: I command in a 
which ſeems to be the aſylum of virtue. 
Depend upon it, nothing is done there, 
— what you would willingly behold your- 

if, An ——_ accident has happened, 
which gives me great uneaſineſs. Cer- 
tain Armenian merchants, lately arrived 
at Iſpahan, brought one of thy letters 
to me; I ſent a ſlave in queſt of it; he 
was robbed at his return, and the letter i » 
loſt. Write to me therefore ſpeedily, for 

I take it for granted, that in this change 
of affairs, you have ſomething i important 
to enjoin me. 

From the ſeraglio at Fatme, 
the 6th of the moon of 
the iſt Rebiab, 1719. 

LE T- 
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LETTER CLIII. 

UsBzx to SoLin, at the Seraglio of 
IsPanan. 

Put the ſword into your hand. I entruſt. 
you with what is of all things moit dear 

to me, that is my revenge. Enter upon 
this employment, but enter upon it without 

either compaſſion, or feeling. I have wrote 
to my wives to obey you implicitly : in the 
confuſion which fo many crimes have made 

to ſtand even your looks. To you I muſt 
be indebted for my happineſs and eaſe. 
Reſtore me my ſeraglio in the condition I 

leſt it. Begin by pi it ; deſtroy the 
guilty, and make thoſe who propoſe to 
become fo, tremble. What may you not | 
expect from your maſter, in recompence 
for focd onal ſervices? It will be m your 
own power to riſe above your condition, 
and all the rewards you could ever have 
wiſhed for. 

Paris, the 4th of the moon 
Chahban, 1719, 

LE T- 
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LETTER CLF. 

Usskx to his Wives, at * 
ISPAHAN. 

A Y this wr kave the effect of 
thunder, which falls in the midſt of 

lightning and tempeſts | Solin is now the 
chief eunuch, but his buſineſs is not ſo 
much to as you. Let the 
whole ſerag tio humble itfelf before him. 
He is to paſs a judgment upon your paſt 
actions; and er be will make 
you live under ſo rigorous a yoke, that 
you will regret your liberty, if you do not 

| regret your virtue. 

Paris, the 4th of the moon 
Chabban, 1719. 

LET- 
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LETTER U. 

UsBek to Nxssik, at Is AH AN. 

APPT the man, who being fully 
convinced of the value of a life of 

eeaſe and tranquility, depoſits his heart in 
the midſt of his own family, and never 
knows any country but that in which he 
was born. I live in a barbarous country, 
whatever offends me what- 
ever J have a regard for being at a diſtance 
from me: a deep melancholy ſeizes upon 
me; I fink into a moſt ſhocking depreſſion 

of ſpirits: I think myſelf almoſt anni- 
hilated ; and I do not become ſenſible of 
my exiſtence, till a diſmal jealouſy comes 
to kindle and produce in my heart, fear, 
ſuſpicions, hatred and regret. You know 
me, Neſſir, you are as well acquainted 
with my heart as your own. You would 
pity me, if you knew in how deplorable 
a condition I am. Sometimes I am ob- 
liged to wait fix whole months for news 
from the ſeraglio; I reckon every moment 
as it paſſes, my impatience makes them 

1 
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appear. to me of a tedious length ; and 
when the long expected moment is ap- 
proaching, a ſudden revolution ariſcs in 
my heart; my hand trembles at opening 
the fatal letter ; that anxiety which made 
me deſpair, I look upon as the happieſt 
ſtate I can be in, and I dread being forced 
from it, by a ftroke, that would, to me, 
be more cruel than a thouſand deaths. But 
whatever reaſons I may have had to leave 
my country, though I owe my life to ab- 
ſenting myſelf, I can no longer, Neſſir, 
bear this diſmal baniſhment. Muſt I not 
die equally a victim to my grief? I have 
a thouſand times importuned Rica to quit 
this foreign country : but he thwarts all 
my reſolutions ; he confines me here upon 
a thouſand pretexts: he ſeems to have 
quite forgot his country; or rather he 
ſeems to have forgot me; fo inſenſible 
does he ſeem to my uneaſineſs. Unhappy 

| wretch that I am, I wiſh to ſee my coun- 
try again, yet perhaps it is to become ſtill 
more unhappy : What can I do there ? [ 
ſhall expoſe my lite again to my enemies. 
This is not all, I ſhall enter the ſeraglio; I 
mult there exact an account of what paſſed 
in the fatal time of my ablence ; and A 
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find my wives guilty, what will become of 
me? If the very idea is inſupportable to 
me at this diſtance, what mult the effect 
be, when my prefence renders it ſo much 
more lively? How great muſt my trouble 
be, if J am obliged to fee and hear what I 
cannot even think of without ſhuddering ? 
How dreadful will it be, it puniſhments, 
which I muſt myfelf cauſe to be inflited, 
ſhould be the ad marks of my confu- 
ſion and defpair ? I ſhall go and ſhut my- 
ſelf up within walls, more terrible to me, 
than to the women who are there confined; 
I ſhall carry with me all my ſuſpicions, the 
ardour of their careſſes will not in the leaſt 

diminiſh them; in my bed, in their very 
_ ſhall eel all my inquietudes 3 ata 
time fo improper reflexions, jealouſy 
will be a conſtant ſource of the — 
ones. Worthleſs out - caſts of human na- 
ture, vile ſlaves, whoſe hearts are for ever 
ſhur to all the ſentiments of love, you 
would no longer lament your condition, if 
you knew the miſery of mine. 

Paris, the 4th of the moon 
Chahban , 1719. 

LE T- 
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LETTER CLYL 

Roxana to Us BEEk, at Paris. 

ORROR, darkneſs, and terror 
reign throughout the ſeragſio, a diſ- 

mal melancholy ſurrounds, a tyger there 
gives a looſe to all his rage at every mo- 
ment. He cauicd two white eunuchs to 
be tortured, dut they did not make con- 
feſſion of any cri ne; he has ſold ſome of 
our ſlaves, and obliged us to change thoſe 
that remained amongſt ourſclves. Zachi 

and Zchs have, in the darkneſs of the night, 
received in their chamber the moſt un- 
worthy treatment; the villain has been ſo 
audacious as to lay his ſacrilegious hands 
upon them. He keeps us all locked up in 
our reſpective apartments; and though we 
are alone, obliges us to wear our veils. 
We are not allowed to ſpeak to each other; 

to write would be deemed highly criminal; 
we are free in nothing but our tears. A croud 
of new eunuchs has entered the ſeraglio, 
where they watch us night and day: our 
lleep is every moment interrupted by m_ 

re 
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real, or feigned, diſtruſts. My only comfort 
is, that this cannot laſt long, and that all 
theſe troubles muſt end with my life: It 
will not laſt long, cruel Uſbek; I will not 
give you time to put a ſtop to all theſe 
QUtr ages. 

From the ſeraglio at Ifpa- 

han, the 2d of the moon 
Maharran, 1720. 

LETTER CLVII. 

Zach to UsBrx, at Paris. 

Heavens! a barbarous wretch has 
1 me; in the very manner of 
Funde, he has inflicted upon me that 
ind of chaſtiſement, which ſhocks mo- 

deſty ; that chaſtiſement which gives riſe 
to the deepeſt humiliation ; that chaſtiſe- 
ment which brings us back, as it were, to 
a ſtate of infancy. My foul at firſt ſinking 
with ſhame, recovered ſentiment of itlelf, 
and began to be ſeized with indignation, 
when my cries made the vaults of the ſe- 
raglio reſound. I was heard to beg for 
mercy, from the loweſt of human kind, 

and 
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and to endeavour to excite his compaſſion 
as he grew inexorable. Ever ſince his in- 
ſolent and ſervile ſoul has got the aſcendant 
over mine, his preſence, his looks, his 
words, drive me to diſtraction. When 1 
am alone, I at leaſt have the conſolation 
of ſhedding tears : but whenever he ap- 
pears, I am ſeized with a tranſport of 
rage, and finding my rage impotent, I ſink 
into deſpair. The tyger dares to tell me, 
that you are the cauler of all theſe barba- 
rities. He would even deprive me of my 
love, and profane the ſentiments of my 
heart. When he pronounces the name of 
the man I love, I can no longer complain; 
I can only die. I have borne your abſence, 
and preſerved my love by the force of my 
paſſion. Nights, days, and moments, were 
all dedicated to you. I even valued myſelt 
upon my love, and yours for me cauſed 
me to be reſpected here. But now—— 
no, I can no longer bear the abject condition 
to which I am fallen. If I am innocent, 
return and reſtore me your love; if am 
guilty, return, that I may expire at your 
Feet. 

From the ſeraglio at Iſpa- 
han, the 2d of the moon 
Maharran, 1720. 

LE T- 
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LETTER CLVIIL 
Zz11s to UsBex, at Paris, 

HOUGH thirty leagues diſtant 
from me, you pronounce me guilty, 

though thirty leagues diſtant from me, 
you puniſh me. If a barbarous eunuch 
lays his vile hands upon me, he does it by 
your orders: it is the tyrant that outrages 
me, and not the tyrant's inftrument. You 
may, if you think proper, add to your 
cruel treatment. My heart is quite at eaſe, 
now that it loves you no longer. Your 

From the 8 Iſpa- 
han, the 2d of the moon 
Maharran, 1720. 

LE T- 
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LETTER CLIX. 

SoLin to UsBEkK, at Paris. 

ONOURED lord, I am equally 
afflicted upon my own account and 

yours ; never was faithful ſervant reduced 
do ſo deep a deſpair as I am. I ſend you 

here a narrative of your own misfortunes 
and mine, which I write with a trembling 
hand. I ſwear by all the prophets in hea- 
ven, that ſince thou didſt entruſt me with 
thy wives, I have watched over them 
night and day ; that I never for one mo- 
ment, - remitted of my vigilance in the 
leaſt. I began my office with correction, 
and diſcontinued it, without departing from 
my natural auſterity. But what am [I 
ſaying ? Wherefore do I boaſt of a fidelity 
which has been of no fervice to thee ? 
Forget all my paſt ſervices ; conſider me 
as a traitor, and puniſh me for all the 
crimes I have not been able to prevent. 
Roxana, the haughty Roxana, Heavens, 
in whom can we henceforward place any 
confidence! you ſuſpected Zelis, and you 

were 
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were perfectly ſecure with regard to Roxana, 
but her fierce virtue was a moſt odious 
impoſture ; it was only a veil to her per- 
fidy. 1 ſurpriſed her in the embraces of a 
young man, who, as ſoon as he ſaw him- 
ſelf diſcovered, run at me; he gave me 
two ſtabs of a poigniard ; the eunuchs who 
ran togther upon hearing the noiſe, ſur- 
rounded him: he defended himſelf a long 
time, and killed ſeveral ; he would even 
have re-entered the chamber, in order, as 
he ſaid, to die in the preſence of Roxana. 
But being at laſt oppreſſed by numbers, he 
fell dead at our feet. | know, not, ho- 
noured fir, whether I ſhall wait your ſe- 
vere orders. You have entruſted me with 
your revenge, and | ought not to nc 
fer it. 

From the 3 at Iſpa- 
han, the Sth of the moon 
of the firſt Rebiab, 1720. 

* ; by 

23 LE T- 
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LEUATTRER CLIX. 

Sol ix to UssEk at Paz. 

'Y reſolution is taken, thy miſ- 
13 will ſhortly vaniſh ; I am 

to puniſh. I already feel a ſecret 
— my 1 and thine will — be ap- 
peaſed; we will exterminate the criminal, 
anti even the innocent ſhall ſhudder. G 
you, who ſeem to be made for nothing but 
to be ignorant of your own ſenſes, and 
offended at your deſires, eternal victims of 
ſhame and modeſty, why cannot I make 
you enter this unhappy ſeraglio, to ſee 
your ſurpriſe at the torreats of blood I am 
going to ſhed! 

From the ſeraglio of Iſpa- 
han, the Sth of the moon 

of the firſt Rebiab, 1720. 

Vor. Il, 3 LE T- 
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LETTER CLAL. 

Roxana to UsBEx at Paris. 

T is true, I have impoſed upon thee, 
I have ſuborned thy eunuchs; I have 

made ſport of thy n and 1 have 
found means to make thy frightful leraglio 
an abode of bliſs and delight. I am upon 
the point of death; poiſon will ſoon put 
an end to my life; for why ſhould I live, 
ow the only man who —— life de- 
firable, is no more? I die: but my ſhade 
will be well attended. I have juſt ſent be- 
fore me the ſacrilegious guards, who have 
ſhed the moſt precious blood in the world. 
How could thou think me weak enough 
to conſider myſelf as born only to adore 
thy caprice? that whilſt you allowed 
yourſelf the full indulgence of all your 
deſires, you had a right to thwart mine in 
every reſpect ? No, though I have lived 
in a ſtate of ſervitude, I contrived means 

co 
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to be always free : I reformed your laws 
by the laws of nature; and my mind has 
always continued in a ſtate of ind ICY. 
Thou oughteſt even to thank me for the 
facrifice which I have made thee ; for 
having deſcended fo low as to counterfeit a 
paſſion for you; for having baſely concealed 
within my breaft, what I ſhould have 
publiſhed to thee; in fine, for having 
profaned virtue, by ſuffering my bearing 
with your humours to be called by that 

name. You were ſurpriſed at never ob- 
ſerving in me the tranſports of love : had 
you known me well, you would have diſ- 
covered in me all the violence of hatred. 
But you have long enjoyed the happy 
deception of thinking yourſelf poſſeſſed 
of ſuch a heart as mine: we were both 
ſatisfied ; you thought me deceived, whilſt 
] deceived you. You muſt doubtleſs be 
ſurpriſed at my addreſſing you in ſuch 
a ſtile as this. Is it poſſible then, that 
after having overwhelmed thee with my 
affliftion, I ſhould till have it in my 
— to make thee admire my reſo- 
ution ? 1 the 
poiſon waſtes me away, my ftrength 

K 2 g forſakes 
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forſakes me, the pen drops from my 
hand; I find even my hatred grow weaker : 
I die. 

From the ſeraglio at Iſpa- 
han, the Sth of the moon 
of the iſt Rebiab, 1720. 

END of the LETTERS. 
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— from ee to Lewis XIV; 
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depopulation, ü. 13 
contains not the fiftieth part of its 

former inhabitants, n. 33 
ct rendered populous by the number 

of people continually ſent there, ut. 53, 
60 | 

——— why, ii. 54 
| Anatomy, books of, cenſured, n. 108 
Ancients, quarrel about them, among the 

moderns, ridiculed, 101 
Antiquarians, their folly, I. 139 
Apberidon and Aſtarte, their hiſtory, 191 
Armenians, feed upon fiſh only, 124 

and almoſt all periſhed, ii. 60 
Arragon, ſtate of, expedient to ſettle a diſ- 
pute about what language they ſhould 
debate in with the ſtate of _ 

= Tz 
Arret, to give leave to the French to pro- 

nounce the letter Q according to * 
fancy, 25 

Arts, whether uſcful, or hurtful to ſociety, 
ii. 12 
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 Mlſceities, books of the, lefs uſeful than 

thoſe of morality, li. 105 
Alba, leſs populous than formerly, ii. 33 

„as well as America, hath always 
Eroaned beneath deſpotiſm, ii. 96 

» Minor, but two, or three, of ity 
ancient cities : manning, Il. 33 

LH retogy, though deſpiſed in Europe, go- 
verns the afairs of Perſia, ü. 109 
Aſtronomer, account of = ü. 102 
Authors, moſt of them only acquaint poſ- 

terity that they were Gol, 187 
noſt of them eſtimate their own glory 

by the ſize of their works, ll. 23 
further remarks on them, ii. 167 

B. 

Babylonians, ſubject to their wives, in ho- 
nour of Semiramis, 108 

Ball, a holy city, where the Guebres 
worſhip the ſun, 199 

Barbarians, —— cultivated the arts, or 
obliged thoſe they conquered to do ſo 
for them, = as 

government of thoſe who deſtroyed 
the Roman power, So © IN 

Baſhaws, their tyrany and avarice, - -53 
8 Hr Battle, 
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Battle, the panic fear of one ſoldier may 
determine it, B. 151 
 Batuecas, Las, its proper country un- 

known, 22s: - 
Beads, how ſerviceable, | 85 
Bodies, great, attach themſelves too much 

to little things, it. 26 
Biſbops, have oppoſite employments, 83 
their mandates, u. xr 
——infallible judges, ü. 2 

Bombs, their invention hath deſtroyed * 
| liberties of almoſt all the people of 

Europe, ü. 12 
Books, often immortalize the folly of - 

writers of them, 

188 | 
Bourbon, iſle of, great heathfulneſs of it, 

„ 
Bracbhmans, believe a ranſigration of 

the ſoul. 124 
the conſequences they draw from that 
— ib. 

. 

Cabalifts, 164 
Capuchins, deſcription of their dreſs, and 

L 5 zeal 
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zeal for making eſtabliſhments in ſtrange 
countries, 138 

Carthage, the only republic in Africa, ii. 

be ſucceſſion of their princes te 
Dido, unknown, ib. 

Car #baginians diſcovered America, ii. 62 
—— why they prohibited trading wich 

America, ib, 
E 240 
Cafuifts, their vain ſubtilties, 162 
—— their continual danger of loſing their 

innocence, n. 106 
Cat, ly exten —— 

Catalonia, the ſtate of, how — 4 
diſpute with the ſtate of Arragon, con- 
cerning what language they ſhould de- 
bate in, it. 26 

Catholiciſm, leis favourable to propagation 
than proteſtantiſm, uu. 50 
. deſtroyed the liberty of the Ro- 

ü. 97 
Celibacy, eſteemed holy among the Roman 

Catholics, It. 49 
the ſanctity of it contradictory to their 

doctrine about marriage, ib. 
— at Rome, „ 

Ceremonies, 
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c—_— —_— not good in them 

122 
NS of 282 
Charms, if of any virtue, n. 149 
Ader uſe me the Jews and Ma- 

hometans, ib. 
c—_ one of — 2. 

chgions, 122 
Charls XII. his death, _ n. 72 

Caim, its ravages, 13 
Children, born in wedlock — the 

husband's . 

| China, why ſo 55 

Chriſtians, lira the lan ofthe rute. 

-——me# of ther defirous to * 
diſe by the eaſieſt means, 162 

—— begin to lay aſide their intolerating 
7 | 170 

——— do not ſeem ſo firmly perſuaded of 
their religion as the Mahometans, 221 

of Rome, count marriages a myſtery, 
u. 48 

Chriſtianity, compared with dick 

n daughter of the Jewiſtrreligion, 1 69 
dt favourable to propagation, ii. 45 

Chriſtina, 



— 
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Chriſtina, queen of Sweden, abdicated her 

crown, ü. 121 
Church, hiſtory of the, its effect on thoſe 

who read i _. uu. 211 
— people of the, deſpiſe lawyers and 

ſoldiers, 1816 
Circafia, kingdom of, almoſt a deſert, 

u. 33 
Circaſfians, the the eunuchs take 

in buying them for their maſters, 
134 

Cities, great, deſired by travellers, 64 
—— ſince when the guard of them no 

- entruſted to the citizens, it. 12 
Coffeehouſe, company there, characterized, 

100 
Collection, of bons mots, their uſe, 153 
Collectors, of taxes, . 28s 
Colomes, unfavourable to population, ii. 

59 
—— thoſe which the Romans ſent into 

Sardinia, died there, Ii. 66 
—— — Conſtantinople and Iſpahan would be 

deſtroyed, if not for them, ii. 41 
Comedies, deſcribed, 79 
Commerce, when to ceaſe between nation 

and nation, | 1 
Commerce, 
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Commerce, flouriſhes in proportion to the 
number of people, B. 51 
Commentators, 3 
common ü. 107 

Compilers, the moſt deſpicable. of writers, 
188 

—_—_ to compoſitor in 

a the invention of it, to hs] it 
hath un. 19 contnbuted, 
. chem leſs than phy- 

. ficians, a 
— 1 have a difficult task to 

li. 20 
Conqueſt, gives no right of itſelf, 247 
Conſcience, liberty of, 
Conſtantinople, cauſes of its 33 

I. 41 
not helped by colonies, ü. 60 
Conſtitutions of the popes, made part of 

the French laws, _- 
Canſtitution Unigenitus, how received in 

France, 67 
—— converſation about the ſame, ii. I, 2, 
Caurouc, with the Perſians, what 126 
Court, ſincerity not fate there, 16 
——— of juſtice. 181 
Caurtiers, their covetouſneſs, ni. 69 

mY Courtiers, 
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 - an — {x 

Cumin folks th as they lve by, * 
Czar, deſpotic, 143 

See Peter I. 

. 
Decretals, in n having ace of th 

aus of the country, 287 
Deciders, impertinent, 1 216 
Deluge, whether chat of Noah was the 

atio — of the world, the 
ü. 31 

A perpetual conflict among the 
principles of the world, ii. 35 

u. Motometaniſm, > 38 
Polygamy, * 
he great number of eunuchs 

* 
3. The great number of 3 

ſlaves attending in ſeraglios, ib. 
m. The Chriſtian religion, it. 45 

1. Prohibition of divorces, ib. 
2. Celibacy of the prieſts, and other 

religious, ü. 49 
I 



| z. 7 

of _—_— III. The ſeverity 5 

_ equals weakneſs to ſtrength, 274 

Dei wy — to the * 4 

. 

reduces 

— inconveniences, 1 anne, 

8 21 
= +: — ee by 1 

but * F he prince, 21 of t * 
1 bloed by that of lite, od? 
x | 
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Directors, ſpiritual; their character, 131 
Di vviners, their art, | 1864 
Divorces, favourable to propagation, ii. 39 
—— the prohibition of them deſtoys the 

end of marriage, 8 PF”, 
Don Quixatte, the only good Spaniſh book, 

1 
Dreſs, an uncommon one, attracts -> 

public attention, 
Duels, the ſuppreſſion of them — 

Why, | 33 168 

what their princ! 1Þl on I 

——eqjoined by the laws of honour, but 
forbid by thoſe of the ſtate, 261 

Duties on —— 92 

| E. 

Earth, parts of it grown weary of ſupply- 
ing ſubſiſtence to man, ll 37 

Ecclefiaftics, their greedineſs after prefer- 
ment, | 163 

the advantages and — — 
tending 

the difficult part they have to A, 
173 

their attempt to make proſelytes often 
238 to them, a | 

Egypt, 
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1 not populous, . 223 

the men there (abject to their wives, 
in honour of Iſis, 107 

Emperor's poſſeſſions, form one of the molt 
conſiderable kingdomsin/Europe, ii. 3 

England, one of ' the moſt conſiderable 
ſtares in Europe, n. 3 

——power of their kings, It. 9 
P N ü. 113 
Engliſh, 2 ü. 9 
Epic poems, if more ton $6 two of them ? 

ü. 11 

1 
| B. 115 

Epitaph, an e. i one, 
Hates, waar hu moſt convenient, 
Emunuchs, their buſineſs in a ſeraglio, 2 
ant of manhood their leaſt imper- 

fection, 13 
——— loſe the —＋ but not the 

foundation, the paſſions, 19 
— Their miſer doubled by ſeeing the 

255 
99 



INDEX. 
Emnuchs, their very wills the property of 

their maſter, 
— their character, 36 
—— their marriages, 149, 150, 193 

4. Can only inſpire innocence, 234 
5. Have leſsauthority over their wives 

| than other husbands, 196 
their great number in Aſia, one _ 

of its depopulation, 
—— white, puniſhed with death, for being 

found alone with one of the women in 

Enel, the chief of the black, his hi- 
. ftary, 180 
—— would have made a black ſlave an 

eunuch, | 143 
— the diſorders occaſioned i in the ſeraglio 

by his death, u. 173 
Europe, the principal ſtates in it, . 3 
— moſt of them monarchies, 1. 4 
the principal ſecurity of its monarchs 

ariſes trom their being public, ii. 8 
— malecontents there effect but fight 

commotions, | 

Europe, 
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Europe, hath long groaned under a military 
government, ü. 265 

Europeans, carry on all the trade of the 
Turks, 55 
e as much affected by diſ- 

ſimd, 237 

F. 

Farmers, general, character of one of them, 
1 

Faſbion, t 15 
Fathers, rel, 

| Favour, the the great divinity of the French, 
25 

Finances, reduced to a ſyſtem in Europe, 

Financiers, their character and riches, _ 
hr Nicholas, — 

121 
Fop, his character, 140 

the philoſophers ſtone, 

Founders of empires, almoſt all of them 
ignorant of the arts, tt. 13 

on, „ a ſeminary of great 

Fore- 

ther, ihe en promote fe 

283 
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Fore-knowledge, ſeems incompatible with di- 
vine juſtice, 209 
Formalitiss, in law, as hurtful as in phyſic, 

288 
Fer. wilt irreconcilable with fore - xnow- 

210 
 Fraxce, the king of, a great magician, 66 
——— the people of, divided into three dif- 

ferent profeſſions, reciprocally deſpiſing 
each other, am Þ 

| — hath found the hurt of n the 
— Huguenors, Fs 170 
frequent — there in the for- 

tunes of the f 2 0 
——one of the moſt powerful ſtates in 

Europe, ll. 3 
— of, bow long ſince they took 

guards, N. 
the Goht of the king of, entitles a 

criminal to his pardon, IE Y 
—— the number of its preſent inhabitants, 

not qual to thoſe in the times of a 
ancient Gauls, - 2 

—— its war with Spain, during the regency, 
 —— revolutions of the nn of their 

kings, . 112 

French, their quick motion in walking, 
oppoſed 
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oppoſed to the grave pace of the Ori 
entals, 65 

French, — a ſource of ma 

not unworthy of the eſteem of ſtran- | 
mn” 129 

——- why they ſeldom talk of their wives, 
156 

hy few Jealous husbands among 
them, 156 

their inconſtancy i in love, 158 
—— playing the fool natural to them; 

every thing ſerious appearing ridiculous 
to them, I27 

fond of being thought wits, 132 
| —— would appear as madmen to a Spa- 

niard, | 233 
— civil . 251 
— only made for ſociety, 253 
———- favour their great divinity, 257 
their inconſtancy in faſhions, ridiculed, 

"28 
— C their manners, with the — 

and character of their kings, 289 
—fonder of regulating the affairs of 
the world, than attending to their 
own, 286 

French, 



17 
— riiciing 

thoſe who have diſpleaſed them, ii. 29 
have the Roman laws for the 

uſeful ones of their own, ti. 87 
the ſyſtem of Mr. Law, hath turned 
to vices the virtues that were natural to 
them, ü. 171 

emen, do not pique themſelves 
on their conſtancy, 156 

— their faſhions, 284 
See Women. | 

Funeral pomp, uſeleſs, ."—_— 
Furetiere, his dictionary, 218 

G. 

Gaming, much practiſed in u Europe, 15 
prohibited by Mahomet, x 
followed by women in France moſtly 

when old, 159 
"Gameſters, reſpefied as gentlemen, 159 
female, their characters, ib. 
Gaal, ancient, more populous than Francs 

1s now, ü. 32 
Gauls, 
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Caul, originally peopled from Italy, ii. 95 
Genealogiſts, ü. 101 

buildings, ü. 113 
Gengbis kan, a greater conqueror than Alex- 

ander, 240 
Cecmetrician, entertaining account of one, 

u. 8 
Geometricians, force men to aſſent to their 

arguments, 11. 108 
Germany, the little princes' of it, martyrs 

of ſovereignty, ü. 3 
hop it ſup itſelf, 11. 12 

Glory, what it is; why the people of the 
north are more attached to it; than thoſe 
of the ſouth, 258 

Gloſſaries, writers of, have a * 
common ſenſe, ü. 107 

God, the ſureſt way to pleaſe him, 122 
will neither break his promiſes, nor 

change the eſſence of things, 209 
how can he fee future events, 20 

——oppolite attributes aſcribed to him, ib. 
cannot commit injuſtice, 243 
——falſe ideas of him taught by doctora, 

244 

no ſucceſſion of time in him, ii. 37 
Goas, 

Genoa, path nothing to boaſt of but its 
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Gods, why repreſented of human figure, 

168 
Gold, the mark of the value of goods, 
= | Il. 13 
ought not to be too common, ib. 
Good company, what it is, 133 
Gortz, Baron, condemned to loſe his head, 

u. 77 
Government, which the moſt perfect, 236 
——a mild one favourable to the propa- 

gation of mankind, ü. 65 
Grammarians, * a diſpenſation from 
common ü. 7 
Great perſons, are ſecured of reſpect, and 
have only to render themſeves be- 
loved, 1 
— follows their fall, u. 77 

the diſſerence between "thoſe of France 
and Perſia, 256 

——perſons, a fatirical account of one 
221 

Greece, contains not the hundredth part of 
its former inhabitants, ll. 32 

governed at firſt by kings, ii. 94 
how republics became eſtabliſhed 

there, ib. 

Guards, Gnce what time uſed by the kings 
of France, TR ll. 6. 

__ Grebres, 
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Gnebres, their religion, one of the moſt 

ancient, 191, 198 
—— command brothers and ſiſters to marry 

together, | 191 
—— - worſhip the ſun, 198 

—— — what they wor worſhip, ib. 
H ſpeak the ancient Perſic language, 194 
— not ſhut up their wives, 196 

—— their marriage ceremonies, 202 
—— perſecuted in Perſia, removed in mul- 

titudes into the Indies, 248 

Guinea, a king on the coaſt of, thou ght 
his name was known from pole to pole, 

118 

| ——greatly depopulated by the loſs of the 
ſlaves tranſported from thence, ii. 54 

Gun-powder, no place impregnable ſince 
the invention of it, ü. 12 

| befs bloody, 8. z6 

Guriel, eien of i, un «dren, 

 Guſtaſpe, and Hohoraſpe, reverenced — 
the Guebres, Fs, 4 
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H. 

Haly, a Perſian prophet, 98 
his word called Zufager, 45 
Happineſs eternal, a falſe idea of it, hurt - 
tul to propagation, n. 56 
Herefiachs, 232 
Herejes, 84, 168 
Iligb-treaſon, what amongſt the Engliſh, 

li. 10 
Hog, why unclean, according to Maho- 

met, 50 
Hohorajpe, reverenced by the Guebres, 202 
Hellana, rendered populous by the mild- 

neſs of its government, u. 65 
— power, Il, 113 

Hemer, diſputes about him, 101 
Heſpital for blind men, 67 
Honour, an idol among the French, 259 

Huaguenots, 170 
Human ſpecies, the revolutions it hath 

ſuffered, | il. 31, 68 
——reduced to 0 tenth of its former 

number, ü. 33 
See Depopulation. | 

Humanity, one of the moſt eſſential vir- 
tues in all religions, 112 

| I. 
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Janſeniſts, 69 
Japbet, relates, by order of Mahomer, 

what paſſed in Noah's ark, 50 
Idleneſs prevented by the arts, n. 17 
1dolators, 4 they repeeſent their gods of 

human figure, 168 
Iayllium, authors of, pleaſing to courtiers, 

n. 114 
Jealouſy, extraordinary, of the Orientals, 10 

proves the dependency of men upon 
the women, 

Fealous men, deſpiſed by the French, 1 * 
Fes, collect the tribute in Turkey, and 
perſecuted by the baſhaws, 34 
Aare to ride a high trot to hell, on the 

backs of the Turks, 97 
——look upon rabbets as unclean, 124 
ere in all moneyed countries, 169 
— tenacious of their religion, 

ib. 
enjoy a greater calm in Europe than 

ever before, 170 
lock upon Chriſtians and Turks as 

heretical Jews, ib. 
L 2 Fews. 
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Fews, their books oppoſe the doctrine of 
abſolute fore- knowledge, 212 

——— why they multiply, though often ex- 
terminated, Il. 55 

not recovered from their deſtruction 
under Adrian, it. 60 

believe in the virtue of taliſmans, &c. 
| Il. 14 

— their religion the mother of Chriſt 
nity and Mahometaniſm, 169 

Ignorant perſons, would have learned men 
buried 1n oblivion with them, ii. 169 

Imans, are the chiefs of moſques, 46 
Impurity, how contracted, 47 
Induſtry, the revenues ariſing from it, 

ER 
Journaliſts, 
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Journals, are generally tireſome ; why, 
n. 25 

Jrimetta, kingdom of, almoſt a deſert, 
= = 

Iſpaban, as large as Paris, 64. 
—— cauſes of its depopulation, It. 41 
 Jaly, enjoys greater liberty than thoſe of 

the eaſt, 6 3 

the princes of, martyrs of ſovercig;- 
ty, Th 4 

the countries of it much expoſed, ib. 
nothing now but the wrecks of its 

former condition, ii. 32 
HZ originally peopled from Greece, ti. 95 

——hathnothing remaining of ſovereignty 
but its vain policy, 112 

Judges, their buſineſs and fatigues, 206 
——ovght to guard againſt the arts cf. 

ad vocates, 5 

Juſtice, defined, 2. 2 
— ſame in all beings, 10. 

intereſt and paſſion ſometimes co:: ce 
it from men, 243 

ought to be beloved independent of 
7 other conſiderations, 10. 
that which governs nations compared 

with that which governs private perſons, 
270 

. 3 Tuſtice, 
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Juſtice, divine, incompatible with fore- 
knowledge, 209 

K. 

Rings, their liberality burthenſome to their 
ſubjecte, n. 70 

A their ambition is never ſo dangerous 
as the baſeneſs of their miniſters, ii. 79 

— of the Weſt, their character never 
known, till tried by their miftreſfes, or 
confeſſors, ii. 20 

Keran, does not ſufficiently explain moral 
truth, 26 

—— conſtantly oppoſes the doctrine of 
fore-knowledge, 212 

——full of rifles pompouſly 2 

— ts precepts concerning the Juries of 
marriage, oppoſite to propagation, ii. 39 

L. 

Lacedemonians, — of, compoſed but 
of one family, ü. 47 

Land, grown weary of furniſhing ſub- 
ance for man, , 38 

, 
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Lato of nations, better known in Europe 

than in Alia, 270 
all its principles corrupted, ib. 
——— what it is, 271 

Mr. the ſtrange reverſe of fortune 
he occaſioned, ti. 119 

— dis ſcheme allegorically deſcribed, n. 
_ 

Laws, whether applicable to every wh 
| 207 
rules according to which they ought 

to be made, n. 84 
—— inconvenient to deviate from them, 

u. 85 
Roman, adopted i in France inſtead of | 

thoſe of the country, 287 
Learned, their fondneſs for their own opi- 

nions, 1. 161 

—— the unhappineſs of their condition, 
n. 168 

eetter on that ſubject, u. 114 
Legiſlators, of, n. 84 
Leghorn, a flouriſhing cy in Italy, 3 
Lewis, XIV. 69 
his character, 103 
—- his death, | 265 
—— his fondneſs for women in his old 

age, | li. 21 
L 4 Lewis 
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Lewis XV. his character, Ui. 20 
Library, account of one, li. 103 
Liberty, —— opulence and propaga- 

tion, n. 65 

Linitivum, ü. 159 
Lionne, count of, preſident of the Quid- 
 _ IL 91 
Love, deſtroyed 3 in a ſeraglio, „ 
—— a languid paſſion in the — 5 

160 
—ſelf. love, well underſtood what it is, 

| 141 

Luxury, the ſource of a ours revenue, 
ll. 18 

M. 

Magi, their precepts promote propagation 
55 

1 how he proved hogs wo be wn 

— ſigns that preceded and — 
his birth, 109 

gave men the ſuperiority over women, 
110 

Mabometans, believe a pilgrimage to Mec- 
ca cleanſes them from impurities con- 
tracted among Chriſtians, 44 

Mahometans, 
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Mabemetans, in what they make impurity 
to conſiſt, 47 

—— their ſurpriſe at their firſt coming _ 
2 Chriſtian city, 
——- why abhor the city of Venice, 8 
their princes, — forbid, a 

wine to a greater exceſs than 8. 
princes, 

—— know their wives before marriage a 
by the report of the women who edu- 

cated them, 213 
allowed to put away their wives, if 

not maids at the time of marriage, 214 
— ſeem more fully perſuaded of their 
religion than Chriſtians, 221 
— their reaſons for not conquering cer- 

rain countries, 223 
— their ideas of a "FRE life, its conſe- 

quence, li. 56 
—— place great virtue in taliſmans, Ke. 

l. 149 
Ma bometiſin, compared with Chriſtianity, 9 
——a daughter of the Jewiſh religion, 

I6 
— deprives women cf all hope 1 
net life, 197 
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Mabometiſm, unfavourable to propagation, 

u. 38 
Maine, duke of, im b ti. 76 
Malady, veuereal, how 12 it hath 

been to the human ſpecies, ii. ” 
Malta, knight of, 
Mandates, how troubleſome to the biſhops 

to make, nn 
Marriage, children born in, accounted 
the husband's, 253 
Marriages, their 'end deftroyed by the 2. 

hibi tion of divorces, 
made a myſtery by the Roman Cha 

tholics, 
its holineſs contradictory to 45 - 

_ celibacy, "a 
AMafters of ſciences, moſt of them ignorant 

of what they pretend to teach, 163 
Mazarine, ndiculed, un. 30 
Mecca, 44 
Melanc3olly, the Orientals method of curing 

it the beſt, 93 
Alen, their way of thinking about _— 

——caly happy by the practice of 1 
illuſtrated by a hiſtory, 25—43 

ey Sag how to time their joy or 
ſorrow, 112 

Men, 
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Men, judge of others according to their 

own ideas of things, 117 
——judge of every ching wich a ſecret 

regard to themſclves, 167 
their jealouly proves their dependance 

on women, 176 
think tht mſelves of great imporia vc 

in the univerſe, 227 
——do not always ſee the relations of 

juſtice, — 
their intereſt what they ſee beſt, 243 

their principal ſecurity ariſes from a 
ſenſe of juſtice in others,, 2244 
— their hopes and fears, n. 150 

their falſe hopes and fears make them 
_ unhappy, n. 150 

of fortune, their characters, 135 
Metaphyficians, their principal object, ii. 108 
— — what employment they would be put 

to in Perſia, 37 
— of parts, it. 163 
— the ſpirit of che bo Jy to which 

they belong, 155 
* wh the labour of the, one cauſe of the 

pulation of America, UV. 54 
1 b man, a contradi tion to itſelf, 92 
Miniſtry, ſincerity the foul of a great, ii. 

170 
Miniſters, 



IN DE X. 
Miniſters, thoſe who deprive the people of 

the confidence of their king, deſerve to 
ſuffer a thouſand deaths, u. 78 

—— the cauſe of their maſter's wicked- 
neſs, ib. 
— their uncertain ſtate, li. 117 
——their unfaithfulneſs diſhonours the 

whole ſtate, that of private perſons only 
a few, = SV, 

—— their bad example, the worſt thing 
they can do, ib. 

Miraculum chymicum, n. 159 
Moderns, "ridiculed for quareling abou 

101 

112 
———pleaſant hiſtory of a woman of that 

country, who wanted to burn herſelf 
with the corpſe of her husband, i. 74 
Monks, the great number of them, their 

vows how obſerved, 161 

Monarchs, why thoſe of Europe Þ an 
exerciſe 
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exerCiſe as much power as the ſultans, 
li. 4 

Monarchy, the prevailing government in 
Europe, i. 4 

—— whether there ever was a government 
truly ſuch, ib. 

—— the firſt kind of government _— 

* $6 
Monachiſm, a cauſe of depopulation, 

. 3 i. 72 
Mon rxsqpizu, M. de, ives his own 
character in the perſon Uſbek, 128 

Moors, their expulſion out | of Spain felt 
there to this day, ii. 61 

Morality, not ſufficient to be perſuaded of 
the truths of it, we mult be made, as it 
were, to feel them, 27 

books of, more uſeful than the Aſce- 
m_ --- | n. 105 

Moral truths, depend upon circumſtances, 
222 

Moſes, 212 

7 only Chriſtian ſtate whoſe 
intereſt is united with that of Perſia, 

142 
iss extent, 143 

Mu ſcovites, 
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Aluſcovites, all ſlaves except four families, 
1 IR I4 
—— to what place baniſhed, 15. 

forbid wine, — | 
—— how they receive ſtrangers, K 
omen love to be beat by their huſ- 

bands, ib. 
—— a letter on that ſubject, 144 
cannot quit their country, 145 

— ſtrong attachments to their beards, 
146 

Motion, the laws of, conſtitute the ſyſtem 
of nature; what they are 278 

MusrarhA, how raiſed to the empire, 

238 
Muſſulmans, See Mahometans. 
Myſtics, their ecſtaſies the dilirium of de- 
votion, 1. 106 

N. 

Nations, the laws of, 270 
—— how they ought to be uſed, 271 

| Negroes, why they paint their Gods black, 
and the Devil white, 168 

N*** merry about the chamber of juſ- 
tice eſtabliſned to make the collectors 

. diſgorge, 282 
| | N ** * 



. 

N * * * endeavours to eſtabliſh the finances 
li. 11 

Newſmenger, or Quidnuncs, their character, 
28, it. 87 

——two humorous letters on this ſubject, 
u. 89 

Nerth, under no neceſſity to ſend my co- 
lonies, as formerly, 33 

of the freedom ot, and kings of the, 
ü. 96 

A 

8 80 
Opulence, always accompanies liberty, ii. 

65 
Orations, funeral, 1 
Orators, „ 
Orientals, why leſs gay than the Europeans, 

12 
—— their ſcraglios the tomb of their de- 

ſires, 10 
—— how they cure melancholly, 93 
—— the little converſation they hold with 
each other, the cauſe of their gravity, 

95 
——the errors of their education, 96 
are not more puniſhed by loſing a 

member 
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member, than a European is by being 
only dilgraced, 1 

Orientals, the arbitrary power of their 
princes reduces them to the — of 
their ſubjects, ü. 4 

—— the care their princes * to 
take their lives, 

— their princes keeping themſelves i — 
ſible, procures reſpect to the throne, 
rather than to themſelves, ü. 7 
— poems and romances, ii. 114, 

115 
238 
10 

. 

Palais, le, | 2352 
Paradiſe, * religion gives a different 

x account of the pleaſures of it, li. 73 
Paris, 64 
——embarraſles ſtrangers, ib. 

great hurry in the ſtreets, = * 
Paris, 



TS 
Paris, various ways of ſharping there, reg. 

23 
——every body there live by their wit, ib. 
—— learns ſtrangers to be cautious, 166 
all conditions confounded together 

there, 256 
——the greateſt luxury and the greateſt 

induſtry to be met with there, n. 17 
—— different ways of getting money there, 

164 
Pariſians, their ridiculous curioſity, 87 
Parliaments, what they are, 266 
—— the matters debated there 251 
determined by the majority of _— 

253 
— an important affair decided there, 

ü. 28 
—baniſhed to Pontoile, why, tt 122 

Paternal power, of great ſervice, ii. 86 
Peaſants, ü. 66 
Peculium, what, ü. 43 
Perſia, at what age the females there are 
hut up in the ſeraglios, 175 

— its loſs by — the ſect of the 
Guebres, 248 

——who reckoned great there, — 27 
Penſia, 
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Perſia, an ambaſſador from thence to Lewis 
XIV. 263 

—— governed by two or three women, 
lh. 22 

—— but a ſmall number of inhabitants 
there, to what there was in the time of 

the Darius's and Xerxes's, n. 33 
few of the inhabitants husbandmen, 

I. 43 
—— why ſo * former! It, * 5 
—— all Ati there regulated by aſtro 

ii. 5 
— taxes there, raiſed in the ſame way as 

formerly, ü. 117 
Perſians, ſeldom travel, I 
— their hatred of the Turks, 10 
carefully conceal their being married 

to a handſome wife, 1 
— their authority over their wives, 185 
a ſpecimen of their tales, u. 125 
Perfian women, command and obey their 

eunuchs at the ſame time, 3 
the means they practiſe to obtain a 

ſuperiority in the ſeragjiio, 5 
—— not permitted to be in private even 

with their own ſex, 8, 127. it. 174 
never fee but one man, 12 

Perſian 
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Perſian women, more cloſely kept up than 
the Turkiſh and Indian women, 12 

—— changes of empire, and ſubmiſſion in 
the ſeraglio between the women and 
eunuchs, 21 
all commerce with white eunuchs for- 

bid them, 56 
— —their coyneſs after marriage, 72, 137, 

I 
—— their manner of travelling, and —— 
attempting to look at them, killed, 125, 

126 
rather chooſe to periſh than ſave their 

lives by expoſing themſelves to the view 
of men, 127 
——their conduct uniform, becauſe con- 

ſtrained, 182 
— among them, ib. 
in what their happineſs conſiſts, 216, 

21 
forced to diſguiſe their real — 

.. 296 
 ——— whipping one of their — 

n. 187, 188 
tale, . 125—140 
Peter I. the changes he introduced into 

Ruſſia; his character, 142 
Petitz- 
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Petits-maitres, their buſineſs at the play- 

houſe, 79 
dave the art of ſpeaking without ſay- 

ing any thing, 241 
teach their ſnuff-boxes, &c. to talk 

for them, ib. 
PaiLie of CRLEANSs, regent of . 

265 
Philoſopher, deſpiſes men of memory, 

u. 169 
Philoſophers, their difficulties, 11. 168 
Philoſophy, its ill agreement with divinity, 

: 187 

 Philofopbers-flone, the folly of the ſear- 
chers after it humorouſly deſcribed, 119 

PR, the formality of it, as that of the 
288 

Eh... of, adminiſter fear and conſo- 
lation at the ſame time, u. 108 

—— monuments of human frailty, ib. 
Phyfics, the ſimplicity of thoſe of the 

moderns, 278 
Phyſicians, better eſteemed by heirs than 

confeſſors, 161 
extraordinary receipt of a country 

phyſician, u. 153 
Pilgrimage to Mecca, 44 
to St. James in Galicia, 85 

Poems, 
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Poems, epic, ü. 114 
Poets, their character, 132 
— their buſineſs, li. 114, 115 
dramatic, n. 115 
— — lyric, ib. 
Point of honour, what it is 261 
Polygamy, a book in favour of it, 99 

—bhinders population, — 39 
Poland, almoſt a deſert, 
the bad uſe it makes of its liberty, 

Popes, their power 83 
he effect their liter produces in 
the minds of readers, n. 111 

Portugueze, hate the French, an * 
all other nations, 229 

———gravity, pride and idleneſs form their 
character i 229 

— and bigots, 231 
fondneſs for the inquiſition and great 

ſuperſtition, 232 
their example ſufficient to cure the 

defire of making foreign conqueſts, 
11. 62 

Portugueze, 
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Pertugueze, their looſe government in the 
Indies, loſt them all their * 

ü. 64 
Prejudices, promote, or | hinder, popula- 

tion, u. 54 
| Prieſts of all religions reſpectable, 267 
Prince, an arbitrary, leſs maſter than a 

Iimited monarch, 237 
in danger from his great power, 1b. 
Primegeniture, law of, — to 

propagation, ll. 57 
Profeſſicns, each man eſteems his own, 116 
Preteſtanii,m, more favourable to propa- 

_ gation than Catholiciſm, n. 50 
Ptiſan, purgative, n. 157 
Puniſtments, why they ought to be mo- 

derate, „ 
—— their being proportioned to the offence 

committed, a ſecurity to the princes of 
Europe, and the contrary practice dan- 

gerous to thoſe of Aſia, li. 4 
Purgative, a violent, ü. 137 

 Quacks, the be Kinds at Paris, 164 
Vietiſt, deſcribed u. 106 

R. 
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R. 

Rat, why unclean, according to the Ma- 
etans, 32 

Raymond Lully, ſearched in vain for the 
philoſopher's ſtone, 121 

Regency, 1. 118, 119 
Regent, See Philip of Orleans. 
Keligion, whether God will puniſh men 

tor not practiſing a religion they never 
knew, 98 

——charity and humanity the firſt laws of 
it, — 222 

——deſigned by God to make man happy, 
"my 

a zeal for the progreſs of it, different 
2 that attachment which ought to be 
preſcrved for it, 5 
rather a matter of diſpute among 

Chriſtians than of holineſs, - an 
the belief of it among Chriſtians ſeems 

to depend upon circumſtances, Þ86Q» ib. 
Religions, the great number of them an 

hindrance to an inquirer, a remarkable 
prayer upon that occaſion, 123 

multiplicity of them, if uſeful in a 
ſtate, 248 

Religions, 



= © = © CT 

Religions, the different kinds of happineſs 
promiſed by them, ü. 73 

Religion, Chriſtian, not favourable to _ 
45 

— the mother of Chriſtianicy 
and Mahometaniſm, takes in the _ 
and all times, 

—— Mahometan, prejudicial to — 
tion, 8 

— the ancient Romans, ivourable to 

propagation, 
Remedy, for an aſthma, 
for the itch, 
—in _ 
Repri 2 
Roe, * ſanctuaries of honour, 

putation, and virtue, | 260 
ks ancient than monarchies, Il. 94 
Reſpeft, always ſhewn to great perſons, 

who have therefore nothing to do but to 
make themſelves beloved, =— 

= 
Riches, — OO. 

them the reward of virtue, 283 
Robe, thoſe of the long, deſpiſe thoſe of 
md 116 

Ro- 



IND EB X 

Romances, 115 
| Ronans, were ſubject to their wives, 108 
art of thoſe who deſtroyed their em- 

pire were originally Tartars, 239 
their religion tavoured propagation, 

| li. 39 
their ſlaves filled their ſtate with 2 

mnumerable people, n. 42 
the criminals they baniſhed to K 6 

all died there, . 60 
-many monarchies formed * the 

ruins of their empire, as theirs had been 
upon the ruin of others. ii. 111 

Rome, ancient, the prodigious number of 
its inhabitants, | I. — 

——celibacy puniſhed there, 
—— original of this republic oppreſſed - 
Ceæſar, 1. 96 
Roxana, wife of Usbek, Usbek boaſts of 

her virtue, 59 
— her coyneſs during the firſt months « of 
her marriage, 71 

—— preſerves the appearance of virtue 
during the diforders of the ſeraglio, 

n. 17 
—— complains to Usbek of the ſeverities 

of the chief eunuch to his other wives, 
| It. 187 

Vol. II. M Rorand. 

* Oe a „„ 

| 
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| Roxana, ſurpriſed in the arms of a young 

man, ii. 194 

poſſons herſelf ; her letter to Usbek, 
it. 194 

8. 

Samos, king of, why a king of Egypt re- 
nounced his alliance, 274 

Cantons, a kind of monks; the opinion 
the Muſſulmans have of their ſanctity, 

2067 
Sauromates, 108 
Savages, their cuſtoms prejudicial to po- 

pulation, u. 57 
Schoolmen, 102 
Sciences, 17 
——occult, books of them, u. 109 
Scriptures, have many interpreters, but 

little explained, 104 
Selfelove, well underſtood what it is, 141 
Seneca, an author of little comfort to the 

afflicted, 93 
_ Senſes, their pleaſures not real happineſs, 25 
a hiſtory on this ſubject, 26—43 
—— Judges of what is, or is not, —_—_ 

Swughs, 
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Seraglio, its internal government, 3, 4, 5s 

6, 18, 46, 180, 276. ü. 173 
love deſtroyed there, 11 
the unhappineſs of the women ſhut 

up there, 14 
better adapted for health than plea- 

_ fare, 95 
at what age the women are ſhut up 

there, 17 5 

———dyorders there, 
——perſons coming too near them killed, 

193 
the women ſervants belonging to it 

ſeldom marry, tl. 41 
no two women allowed to be there in 

private together, u. 174 
— diſorders which happened in that of 

Usbek, it. 173 
——Solin fills it with blood, ü. 193 
Severity, 27 
Siberia, 143 

Shopkeepers, of the, at Paris, 166 
Stecily, Uu. 32 

Sencerity, odious at courts, 16 
the foul of a great miniſtry, it. 170 
Slavery 22 3 

Slaves ol the Romans, li. 42 
M 2 Smyrna, 
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Smyrna, a rich and powerful city, 55 
Seciety, how freely enjoyed by ſome of the 

French, 253 
—— what it is; its original, 269 
Soldiers, | 133 
Songs, ſatirical, their effects on the French, 

n. 29 
Seperific, an extraordinary one, it. 154 
Scul, it it determines freely of itfelf, 210 
S$;Tereigns, ſhould rather eek tor ſubjcas 

than territories, u. 16 
Spain, one of the greateſt ſtates in Eu- 

rope, ü. 2 
— originally peopled from Italy, ii. 9; 
—— hath experienced. the bad conſequence 

ot having expelled the Jews, 170 
——feels 70 this day the. hurt of having 

e the Moors, 11. 61 
=——a vaſt ki » but a defert, 233 
far fs populous than anciently u. 33 
w—— inſtead of ſending colonies to the In- 

dies, ought to ſend. for them from 
thence, to repeople its own country, 

11. 62 
—— retains nothing of its ancient tate but 

its pride, ü. 113 
Spaniards, 
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Spaniards, hate the French, and deſpiſe all 

other nations, 228, 229 
gravity, pride, and lazineſs form 

their character, 229 
vw hat they chiefly value themſelves 

for, 230 

ho rewarded by love, 231. 
their jealouſy and ridiculous ſuper- 

ſtition, 231, 232 
allow their wives to. ſhow their naked 

boſoms, but not their heels, left they 
ſhould be catched by the foot, 231 

their inſulting politeneſs, 232 
—— their fondneſs for the inquiſition, and 

certain monkiſh tricks, 1D. 
have good ſenſe themſelves, hut none 

mult be looked for in their books, ib. 
have diſcovered the new world, but 

not all their own, 233 
re a proper example to cure the ar- 

duous deſire in princes to make diſtant 
conqueſts, tt. 62 

—— the horrid barbarity they practiſed to 
_ Preſerve their conqueſts, ü. 63 

See Portugueze. 
Strangers, learn to take care of their effects 

by having been at Paris, 166 
Subordination, 175 



. 
Suicide, the laws of Europe againſt = 

Crum E, 224 

Sun, worſhipped by the ſect of the Gue- 
- Goes, _ 198 

| how 7 ib. 

honoured at the city of Balk, 199 
Saperſtition, 232 
S homes the mildneſs of its govern- 

ment hath rendered it more populous 
than any part of Europe, it. 65 

the emblem of liberty, u. 113 
Sword, men of the, deſpiſe thoſe of the 

long robe, and are deſpiſed by _ 
11 

Hen, of Mr. Law, its bad effects. ii. gc 
compared to a judicial aſtrologer, 

ü. 210 
Van allegory of his hiſtory, fi. 143 
on the ſame, 1. 170 

T. 

 Taliſmans, the Mahometans place great 
virtue in them, "" 2d - 

Tartars, the greateſt conquerors in the 
world; their conqueſts, 238 

Tartary, Cham of, daily inſults all the 
princes of the world, 118 

Temptations, 
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Temptations, follow us everywhere, 268 
Thebais, of the ſolitaries there, 127 
Theodofins, his crime and penance, 174 
Theological tracts, ii. 105 
Theology, agrees badly with Pens 

187 
Toleration, 170, 248 
Tranſlators, ſpeak for the ancients, who 

thought for themſelves, ü. 83 
7 ravelling, more dangerous to women 
than to men, 127 

Treaties of 274 
Treglodites, cheir 'biſtory, to prove that 

there is no happineſs but in the practice 
of virtue, 27—37 

Turks, the cauſes of the decay of their 
empire, 53> 54 

families among them that never 
laughed, | 95 

are to ſerve as aſſes to carry the Jews 
in a high trot to hel}, 97 

Turky, will be conquered i in two centuries, 
54 

ke taxes raiſed there the ſame way 
as they were always, ll. 117 

in Europe, almoſt a deſert, ti. 33 
— in Aſa, the fame, ib. 

Tujcany, 
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Tuſcany, dukes of, have raiſed a marſhy 

village to the moſt flouriſhing city in 
Italy, | u. 63 

Den, a divinity of the Chineſe, ii. 56 

V. 
Vanity, u. 161 
Venice, the ſingular ſituation of that city, 

99 
by abhorred by Muſfulmans, ib. 
—— economy, its only refuge, it. 113 

Venus, how repreſented by ſome nations, 
168 

Virginity, fold in France many times over, 
165 

no certain of it, 215 

Virtue, the ice of it only can render 
mankind happy; a ſtory to this purpoſe, 

„ 
always endeavours to conceal itſelf, 

140 
Viſapeur, the yellow women of, ſerve to 
. adorn the ſeraglios in Aſia, 275 
Ulrice Eleonora queen of Sweden, placed 

the crown upon the head of her hus- 
__ band, ll. 121 

_ Univerſity, its ridiculous contention about 
the letter Q, "0 v8. 

Vomit, 7 7 
| omit, 
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Vomit, a more powerful one, n. 158 
Usbek, quits Perſia, the route he took, 1, 

10, 53 63, 64 

the orders he ſent to his chief eunuch, 
175 

his chief black eunuch, 2 
his motives for travelling, 16 

having examined all his wives, naked, 
gives the preference to Zachi, 5 

jealous at Zachi's being ſurpriſed 
alone with Nadir the white eunuch, 56 

thinks Roxana virtuous, 59 
—— tormented with jealouſy, ſends back 

one of his eunuchs, with all the black 
ones who attended him, to increaſe the 

_=_— of his wives, .. 
his uneaſineſs about the conduct of 

his wives, 48 
receives terrible news from bis fe- 

raglio, ü. 173, 176, 178, 187 
his orders, to the chief eunuch, th 

175 
| ——afterthe death of FOTO... 

Narſit, his ſucceſſor, u. 177 
gives the place of chief eunuch to 

Solin, and commits his vengeance to his 
care, U. 152, 183 

Wet, 
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Usbek, writes a thundering letter to his 

wives, u. 183 
—— the uneaſineſs his wives give him, 

n 184 

——receives letters of reproach from his 
ü. 187, 188, 190, 194 

Uſurpers, ü. 10 

W. 

47 
puniſhments inflicted 

on the women in the ſer in Perſia, 
u. 188 

Wine, the dutics on it, make it dear at 
Paris, 92 

— bad effects of, ib. 
hy forbid to Mahometans, 160 

Vit, a kind of, deſcribed, 241 
* French. fond of being thought 

187 
Vives, 'Mabomer's infru8tions about them, 

. 39 
Woman, a pleaſant h ſtory of a woman, 
in the Mogul's country, who wanted to 
burn herſelf with the body of her de- 
ceaſed husband, u. 74 

Wamen, 
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Women, the unhappineſs of ſuch as are ak 
up in feraglios, 

—— thoughts of the men on this ſubject, 
15 

more eaſy to be deſtroyed than hum- 
bled, ii. 64, 65 

——greatly indulged with liberty in Italy; 
in the eyes of a Mahometan, 63 

——an inferior creation to man, according 
to Mahomet 68 
a compariſon between thoſe of France 

and Perſia, 73. 95 | 
———whether it is not beſt for them to be 

deprived of their liberty, 10g 
—ſome in France whoſe virtue is as 

ſtrict a guard to them as the eunuchs are 
in the eaſt, 133 

French, would always be thought 
young, 146, 147 

——dcſcription of ſome who are virtuous, 
158 

———negle& gaming when young, to in- 
dulge a more favourite paſſion, 113 

when old game, 1b. 
having a number of them, keeps a 

man free from their dominion, 160 
——the animated inſtruments of man's 

happinels, 176 
— beſt known by being in Europe, 178 

Women, 
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Nomen, what talent pleaſes them beſt, 179 
—— the channel of all court favours, 

ii. 21 
the important and difficult buſineſs 

a pretty woman hath upon her hands, 
ll. 27 

— great care not to be, but to appear 
pleaſed, ib. 

— yellow, of Videos ſerve to adorn 
the ſeraghos in la, 275 
——-of pleaſure, great numbers in Eu- 

rope, . 161 
—— commerce with them does not anſwer 

the end r marriage, u. 47 
Word caules of its r 31—68 

Ste Depopulation. 
Vi it had a beginning, n. 37 
— bath not at preſent the tenth part of 

the inhabitants it antiently had, ii. 34 
Writers, mercenary, - 

hs 

Youthfulneſs, women at Paris who pretend 
to reſtore it, vs 165 

2. | 

Zoroaſter, the legiſlator of the ſet of the 
Gucbres, or Magi, wrote ſeveral ſacred 

books. 199 
Zufager, the iword of Hali, 45 

The E x0. 




