Google

This is a digital copy of a book that was preserved for generations on library shelves before it was carefully scanned by Google as part of
to make the world’s books discoverable online.

It has survived long enough for the copyright to expire and the book to enter the public domain. A public domain book is one that was nevel
to copyright or whose legal copyright term has expired. Whether a book is in the public domain may vary country to country. Public domair
are our gateways to the past, representing a wealth of history, culture and knowledge that’s often difficult to discover.

Marks, notations and other marginalia present in the original volume will appear in this file - a reminder of this book’s long journey fro
publisher to a library and finally to you.

Usage guidelines

Google is proud to partner with libraries to digitize public domain materials and make them widely accessible. Public domain books belon
public and we are merely their custodians. Nevertheless, this work is expensive, so in order to keep providing this resource, we have take
prevent abuse by commercial parties, including placing technical restrictions on automated querying.

We also ask that you:

+ Make non-commercial use of the fil&e designed Google Book Search for use by individuals, and we request that you use these fil
personal, non-commercial purposes.

+ Refrain from automated queryirigo not send automated queries of any sort to Google’s system: If you are conducting research on m:
translation, optical character recognition or other areas where access to a large amount of text is helpful, please contact us. We encc
use of public domain materials for these purposes and may be able to help.

+ Maintain attributionThe Google “watermark” you see on each file is essential for informing people about this project and helping ther
additional materials through Google Book Search. Please do not remove it.

+ Keep it legalWhatever your use, remember that you are responsible for ensuring that what you are doing is legal. Do not assume
because we believe a book is in the public domain for users in the United States, that the work is also in the public domain for users
countries. Whether a book is still in copyright varies from country to country, and we can’t offer guidance on whether any specific
any specific book is allowed. Please do not assume that a book’s appearance in Google Book Search means it can be used in al
anywhere in the world. Copyright infringement liability can be quite severe.

About Google Book Search

Google’s mission is to organize the world’s information and to make it universally accessible and useful. Google Book Search helps
discover the world’s books while helping authors and publishers reach new audiences. You can search through the full text of this book on
athttp://books.google.com/ |



http://books.google.com/books?id=aAcPAAAAIAAJ&ie=ISO-8859-1&output=pdf

-
T ——
m






3







A

TREATISE

ON THE -

MILLENNIUM;

IN WHICH

THE PREVAILING THEORIES ON THAT SUBJECT ARE
CAREFULLY EXAMINED;

AND

THE TRUE SCRIPTURAL DOCTRINE ATTEMPTED
TO BE ELICITED AND ESTABLISHED.

BY GEORGE BUSH, A.M.

AUTHOR
OF ¢ QUESTIONS AND NOTES UPON GENESIS AND EXODUS,’

‘NEW-YORK :

PRINTED AND PUBLISHED BY J. & J. HARPER,
No. 83 CLIFF-S TREET.

-~ e

AND SOLD BY THE PRINCIPAL BOOKSELLERS THROUGHOUT TH#
UNITED STATES.

1832.



[Entered, according to Act of Congress, in the year 1832, by J. & J. Harper, in
the Office of the Clerk of the Southern District of New-York.]



PREFACE.

IT is matter of deep regret that the popular vo-
cabulary of Christian doctrine should contain so
large a proportion of vague and undefined or ill-
defined terms. That a religion based upon a reve-
lation from heaven, designed, not to confound, but to
tnstruct its votaries,—a religion naturally to be
regarded as the native element of Truth, the appro-
priate sphere of clear knowledge and unambiguous
diction, from which the dimning and darkening mys-
tifications of error were entirely banished,—that such
a religion, in the utterances of its disciples, should
abound in terms and phrases, many of them of
incessant recurrence, to which no precise ideas were
ordinarily affixed, is certainly an infelicity never
enough to be deplored. Hence the angry contro-
versies which have agitated and rent so often the
Christian world. Hence too the ill-starred partition
of the church into various conflicting sects, each
clustering pertinaciously around some chosen form
of words, which its opponent as pertinaciously re-
jects. That this diversity of creed among Christians,
like every other species of evil, is overruled, in the
counsels of God, for good, cannot be questioned for a
moment ; yet as little, we think, is it to be doubted
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v PREFACE.

that the thing in itself s an.evil, and one which the
more perfect operation of Christianity will finally
do away. ’

We are well aware that this ambiguity of lan-
guage, and the consequent indefiniteness of appre-
hension which obtains in regard to the objects of
religious faith, arises in great measuré from the
intrinsically mysterious nature of the subject-matter
of revelation, and the limited grasp of the human
intellect, so unequal to the mastery of the grand and
overwhelming themes of the inspired oracles. But
after every abatement on this score, the conviction
still remains, that a less pardonable cause is at the
bottom of much of the evil of which we complain.
It cannot surely be doubted that the sacred volume
was given to man in order to be understood. It
would be at once a gross misnomer as to the book
itself,and a foul reflection upon its Author, to denom-
inate that a revelation which was at the same time
80 shrouded in triple mystery as to baffle the dis-
cernment of the unlettered, and to mock the prying
researches of the curious and the learned. Not
that we count upon the practicability of all classes
of readers becoming equally well versed in its con-
tents ; for as this revelation is couched in languages
which have ceased to be vernacular to the people
of any nation, a superior insight into its disclosures
will ever accrue to those who make themselves
familiar with the saered original tongues; and as
the facilities for this attainment are constantly in-
creasing, and light is pouring in from numerous
other sources upon the interpretation of the inspired
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writings, it is easily conceivable that each successive
generation shall advance far beyond its immediate
predecessor in every department of biblical science.
In seeking, therefore, for the source of that ¢ blind-
ness in part,” which hath happened to the religionists
of every age, we cannot be mistaken in referring it,
in great measure, o the neglect of the original lan-
guages of Scripture. Men have not been studious
to ascertain with absolute precision the ideas attached
by the Holy Ghost to the words and phrases em-
ployed by the sacred penmen. Neglecting the canons
of philology, heedless of investigating the wusus
loquendi in respect to leading words and phrases,
and paying but slight attention to the sources of
archeeological illustration, they have too often im-
posed a construction upon the language of holy writ
derived from the systems of the schools, the placets
of renowned doctors, or the dictation of ecclesiastical
synods. Alas! how many venerable theories and
darling dogmas in theology would be demolished, as
byamagician’s wand, by the simple touch of the finger
of philological exegesis! Here then, we repeat it,
in the failure to resort to the original fountain-heads
of truth, we find a large portion of the obscurity of
religious language adequately accounted for; and
as we here find the bane, here also we come to the
knowledge of the antidote.

Again, it must be admitted that there is, in the
mass of men, an innate aversion to a rigid examina-
tion of the grounds of the opinions they have once
adopted, or to a critical analysis of the terms by
which they are ordinarily expressed. They do not
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vi PREFACE.

like to have the quiet of their faith disturbed by an
insinuation of the weakness of the grounds upon
which it rests. The ancient and accredited techni-
calities of religion, hallowed as they are by long
usage, and wedded to the thoughts, if not to the
affections, by -early association, are clung to wnth
the most unyielding tenacity. We shrink from the
rude process of investigation. Inquiry strikes us as
little short of profanation, and we shudder at it as
at the lifting up of axes against the carved work of
the sanctuary. Although we may be in fact unable
to substantiate our belief fully to our own minds,
yet the bare thought of a change, as the result of
canvassing our opinions anew, fills us with alarm,
and binding our established persuasions still closer
to our hearts, we say with Job, ‘I will die in my
nest, admitting no treacherous doubts within the
precincts of our faith for fear of a mental insurrection.
Thus the dreary bird of night

————+does to the moon complain
Of such as wandering near her secret bowers,
Molest her ancient solitary reign.”

But surely it will be conceded that truth is at all
times to be preferred to error, though it should be
supposed that the error were one of a comparatively
slight and innoxious character. The rigid scrutiny
of our opinions, therefore, is but the homage due to
truth ; and the man who aids us in disabusing our-
selves even of an innocent error, may justly lay
claim to some measure of the gratitude bestowed
upon him who puts us in possession of a new truth.
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In fact, although in the work of the husbandman
the eradication of tares is not the same with the
production of wheat, yet in mental and moral tillage
the deracination of error is in many cases but an-
other name for the implantation of truth.

The tenor of these remarks applies, if we mistake
not, with peculiar pertinency to the subject of the
prevailing impressions—opinions they can scarcely
be called—respecting the Millennium; aterm denot-
ing, in its popular sense, a future felicitous state of
the church and the world of a thousand years’ du-
ration, of which, while every one has some vague
anticipation, almost no one has any clear and well-
defined conception. No phraseology in prayer, in
preaching, in the religious essay, or in the monthly-
concert address is more common than that of millen-
nial state, millennial reign, millennial purity, millen-
nial glory, &c ; all betokening the expectation of a
coming condition in the affairs of the church infin-
itely transcending, in peace, piety, and bliss, the most
favoured epochs which have yet marked its annals.
Now it may well be made a question, Upon what
is this expectation founded? Has it unequivocally
the warrant of any express declaration of holy writ ?
Or is it any thing more than a mere traditionary
tenet, which from time immemorial has in some way
obtained currency among the pious, and which,
having received from our forefathers in childhood,
has become with us a matter of mechanical repeti-
tion in.afier-life, when

% The priest hath finished what the nurse begun.”
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How few are there of the vast multitude of those who
habitually have this kind of expression upon their
lips, who are able ‘to give a reason of the (millen-
nial) hope that is in them ’—how few who really and
truly, on this point, ¢ know what they say or whereof
they affirm ?” Let it be observed, however, that our
interrogatory concerns not so much the belief, that
a brighter and benigner period is yet to dawn upon
our world—that an era of pre-eminent peace, purity,
and prosperity, constituting what is frequently called
‘the latter day glory,’ is yet destined to bless
the globe, succeeding and compensating ‘the years ,
wherein we have seen trouble ;’ for this is abundantly
testified by the predictions of the former and the
latter prophets, and shadowed forth under many a
significant parable, type, and allegory; the point
of our inquiry is this:—On what sufficient grounds
has this period come to be limited, in the minds of
Christians, to the precise term of a thousand years,
after which it is supposed that a grand defection is
to ensue, and the followers of Christ to be again
reduced to a diminutive handful? Judging from
other portions of the prophetic oracles, our conclu-
sion would certainly be altogether the reverse.
Dan. 7. 18, 27. “The saints of the Most High
shall take the kingdom and possess the kingdom for
ever, even for ever and ever. And the kingdom and
dominion, and the greatness of the kingdom under
the whole heaven, shall be given to the people of
the saints of the Most High, whose kingdom is an
everlasting kingdom, and all dominions shall serve
and obey him.” Again, Dan. 2. 44. “ And in the
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days of these kings shall the God of. heaven set up
a kingdom, which shall never be destroyed : and the
kingdom shall not be left to other people, but it shall
break in pieces and consume all those kingdoms,
and it shall stand for ever.” These annunciations
would certainly seem to preclude the prospect of
any mere secular empire ever acquiring that ascen-
dancy which it is yet supposed will be acquired by
the post-millennial Gog and Magog of the Apoca-
lypse. -To this we are aware it will be replied, that
the 20th chapter of the Revelation, in announcing
that ¢ the Dragon, that old serpent, which is the Devil
and Satan, shall be bound and shut up in the bottom-
less pit a thousand years, and that the souls of them
that were beheaded for the testimony of Jesus, and
the word of God, should live and reign with Christ
a thousand years, while the rest of the dead should
not live again till the thousand years were finished,’
affords a sufficient warrant for the general expecta-
tion of the Christian world on this subject. 'This,
however, it will be observed, is alleged on the pre-
sumption, that the millennial period spoken of by
Johnis yet future, the very point which we shall en-
deavour to show is gratuitously assumed. Upon this
presumption the labours of nearly all preceding
expositors have been unhesitatingly based, and the
object which they have mainly set themselves to
accomplish has been, to fix the period of the com-
mencement of this golden age of Zion. With this
view they have constructed various arrangements
‘of the chronological eras of the seals, trumpets, and
vials; of the reign of the beast, and the resurrection
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of the witnesses ; while, for the leading characters of
the period, they have had recourse to what they con-
ceived to be the parallel announcements of Isaiah
and other ancient prophets, not doubting that their
sublime visions of ultimate glory to the church
pointed to precisely the same epoch with the Millen-
nium of the Apocalypse. Now in all this we are
constrained to believe, that the tower has been be-
gun to be erected before the foundation was pro-
perly laid. For with one who takes nothing for
&ranted in the matter of biblical exposition the first
inquiry would naturally be; What is to be under-.
stood by the Dragon or the Satan (the adversary)
who is to be bound %—what by his binding ?—and
what by the Bottomless Pit (Abyss) in which he is
represented as being shut up? For as the book of
Revelation is couched throughout in a continuous
series of symbols or hieroglyphics, the inference a
priort is, that the Dragon is as truly a symbolic per-
sonage as the Beast with whom he acts in concert,
or the Woman clothed in scarlet and purple, and
drunk with the blood of the saints, portrayed as
seated upon the beast and swaying his movements.
| If the Dragon be taken for the devil literally and
personally, or the prince of fallen spirits, what, we
ask, can possibly be intended by his being described
with seven heads and ten horns? The truth is, this
) portion of the hieroglyphical scenery of the Reve-
lation, on the common interpretation,never has been,
and never can be, satisfactorily explained. The
great point, therefore, which the reader will find
laboured in the ensuing pages is to settle clearly and
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demonstratively the symbolical import of the Dra.
gon, for upon this the whole doctrine of the Millen-
nium mainly hinges. In connexion with this, the
writer has endeavoured, at some length, to show the
recondite meaning couched under the emblem of
the Abyss into which the Dragon was cast, and to
fix with as much certainty as the subject will admit
the precise political powers shadowed forth by the
mystic denomination of Gog and Magog.

The plan of the work unavoidably forced upon
the author the necessity of somewhat of an impos-
ing array of learned citations; for this he bespeaks
the indulgence of his reader. If the inquiry could
have been conducted without them, his pages would
not have been encumbered with a mass of matter
of so repellent a character. As the quotations,
however, are all translated, he hopes the mere Eng-
lish reader will not be deterred, by the formidable
aspect of his pages, from prosecuting a perusal to
which the title-leaf and the table of contents may
perhaps invite him.

Finally, the writer solicits a charitable view of the
causes which have led him to the adoption of a
theory of the Millennium so diverse from that gener-
ally entertained. In his own mind he is conscious
of having embraced it from no motive of broaching
a novel hypothesis, for in truth it is not novel, or
from the prurient promptings of a general dispo-
sition to thrust upon the public a set of crude inter-
pretations of the sacred writings. He has been
forced purely by stress of evidence to adopt the
conclusion announced, and, in some sort, supported,
in the ensuing work ; and as his object has been to
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exhibit in a connected view the chain of proofs
which have determined his own convictions, he feels
free to demand, as matter of common justice, that
the reader should sit in judgment, not, in the first in-
stance, upon the conclusion itself, which must neces-
sarily encounter a host of prejudice, but upon the
sufficiency or insufficiency of the reasons alleged in
its support. Let the premises be refuted before the
conclusion is denied. This conclusion, whether
sound or not, involves, indeed, the startling position
that the Millennium, strictly so called, is pasT; but
that the writer has not been led to embrace or utter
this opinion merely from a perverse love of para-
dox, and that he has no disposition ruthlessly to
pluck from the bosom of the Christian or the phi-
lanthropist so fond and sacred a hope as that of a
coming age of light and glory to the church, without
offering any thing to compensate the spoliation, will
be evident to every one who shall be sufficiently
interested to follow his speculations to their close.
Instead of robbing the treasury of Christian hope of a
gem so precious, and of abstracting from benevo-
lent effort so mighty a motive, it will be seen that
his view of the futurities of Zion, admitting the
Millennium to be past, opens to the eye of faith a
still more cheering prospect, a lengthened vista of
richer and brighter beatitudes.

 No hope that way, is
Another way so high an hope, that e’en
Ambition cannot pierce a wink beyond,
But doubts discovery there.”
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Tae etymolognca.l import of the wprd Millennium
denotes, as is ‘well knowm the spaﬁg' a thousand
years. 'The term, considered” by nselﬂ does net point
to any particular period of that extent; but may be ap-
plied indifferently to any one of the five millenniums
which have elapsed since the creation, to- the sixth now
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verging towards its close, or to the seventh, which is
yet to come. But long-established usage has given the
word a restricted application, and where it occurs
without specification it is universally understood to
refer to the period mentioned by the prophet of Patmos,
Rev. 20. 1-7. «And Isaw an angel come down from
heaven, having the key of the bottomless pit and a
great chain in his hand. And he laid hold on the
dragon, that old serpent, which is the Devil and Satan,
and bound him a thousand years, and cast him into the
bottomless pit, and shut him up, and set a seal upon
him, that he should deceive the nations no more till the
thousand years should be fulfilled: and after that he
must be loosed a little season. And I saw thrones,
and they sat upon them, and judgment was given unto
them : and I saw the souls of them that were beheaded
for the witness of Jesus, and for the word of God, and
which had not worshipped the beast, neither his image,
neither had received his mark upon their foreheads, or
in their hands ; and they lived and reigned with Christ
a thousand years. But the rest of the dead lived not
again until the thousand years were finished. This is
the first resurrection. Blessed and holy is he that hath
part in the first reswrrection: on such the second death
hath no power, but they shall be priests of God and of
Christ, and shall reign with him a thousand years.
- And when the thousand years are expired, Satan shall
be loosed out of his prison.”

This, it is to be observed, is the only express passage
in the whole compass of the Secriptures, in which men-
tion is made of the period of a thousand years in con-

>
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uexion with the prospeetive lot of the chuvch: oonse-
quently that which is emphatically styled the destrine of
the Millennium rests wholly and eatirely upon the inter.
pretation given of this portion of the Apocalypse.
This period, the reader is aware, is considered by the
mass of modern commentators and divines to be yet
future. The degree of its proximity to our own times
is variously estimated according to the peculiar hy-
potheses of different expositors in regard to the plan
and structure of the book, and their several arrange-
ments of its chronological eras.* Mr. Faber, with a
large class of readers, fixes its commencement to the
year 1866 ; the sechool of Messrs. Irving, Drummond,
Begg, and others, are in daily expectation of the glo-
rious personal epiphany of our Lord and Saviour com-
ing in the clouds of heaven to put an end, by desolating
judgments, to the present degenerate order of things
within the bounds of Christendom, and to usher in the
full splendour of the Millennial reign. Others again,
forming a very respectable class of expositors, defer
the commencing epoch of the Millennium to the year
2000, or thereabouts, that the period may eeincide with

* « An Epoch is any fixed peried of time from which & series
of years may be regularly and successively computed. An Erq
is the series or succession of yeara actually so computed. Thus,
for example, the period of the Birth of Christ constitutes the -
Christian Epocha ; and the present year is the 1812th year of -
the Christian Era, ot of the series of years computed from the
Christian Epocha. It is the more necessary to observe this dis.
tinction, because we frequently find the terms Era and Epoch
confounded even by some of our most eminent writers.”—
Penn’s Christian Swrvey ; Introd. Lond. 1812.

®
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the seventh thousand years from the creation, consti-
tuting what may be termed the Great Sabbatism of the
world. The following extracts from the writings. of
two distinguished advocates of this latter opinion may
be considered as representing the sentiments of their
class.

« Without taking upon me to name the precise year
of the commencement of Antichrist’s reign, shall I sup-
pose it will have ceased and the Millennium commence
about the two thousandth year of the Christian era?
Should I say there appears a greater probability that
the longed-for event will take place at that time than at
the second period (1866) which has been mentioned,
and the seventh thousand years of the world’s exist-
ence prove a glorious sabbatic day of rest and peace and
joy *—perhaps it would disappoint the ardent hope of its
earlier approach which some fondly entertain; and I
think I can perceive the disappointment expressed in your
sorrowful looks. But if you view the subject with at-
tention, there will be no cause either for disappointment
or for grief,but infinitely much for gladness and rejoicing.
You have not even the shadow of a reason for ceasing
from your benevolent exertions in despondeney, but the
best and most forcible of reasons for proceeding in your
endeavours to hasten on the glory of the latter days.—
Let it be granted that nearly two hundred years must
yet revolve before the Millennium begin, immense is
the mass of labor which must, during that whole space,
without intermission, be employed to bring it into exist-
ence. Eighteen centuries have already elapsed since
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the coming of the Savior into the world, but in the two

that are yet to come, more remains to be-done than in . '

all the eighteen which are past. The religion of Jesus
in its purity is not yet even professed by a twentieth
part of the inhabitants of the earth. Judge then what
a Herculean labor it must be, in the space of two hun-
dred years, to convert the other nineteen parts to the
faith of Christ. Were we to be told, that for a long
course of time, four millions of souls were anmually
brought to the knowledge of the truth, what a wonderful
as well as what a delightful event we should coneeive
itto be! But on am sverage for near two centuries to
come, more than this number must be converted every
year, before the whole world can be brought imto sub-
jection to the Redeemer.”—Bogue's Duu on the Mill.
p- 608, 8vo. ed.

“The Millennium must commence lmmedzately upon
the final overthrow of Papal Rome. But it was for-
merly shewn in its proper plase that Papal Rome shall
be completely overthrown in the end of the year of
Christ 1909. The Millennium therefore, which both in
the order of this prophecy and in the nature of the thing
follows clase upon the overthrow of Papal Rome, must
commence in the beginning of the year of Christ 2000.
On account of the prevalence of true religion and the
total rest from wars in it, the Millennium is, as it were,
the great sabbath of the whole earth.”—Joknston on the
Rev. vol. ii. p. 319. .

These extracts are of great importance, not only as
acguainting us with the views of their authors relative
c2
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to the commencement of this illustrious era, but as dis-
elosing also the probable origin of the prevailing Mil-
lennarian hypothesis. It is founded upon a Jewish tra-
. dition, according to which the six days employed in the
oreation of the world were eack of them typical of a
thousand years, and the rest of the seventh a prefigura-
tion of the great sabbatical Millennary of the world.
Daubuz, by far the ablest of all commentators on the
visions of John, thus speaks of the origin of the Apoca-
lyptic Millennium :— It may be observed, that as the
Jewish church had no absolute rest or sabbatism as
the Millennium is, so the Holy Ghost could not derive
the symbol from that economy, but was as it were
obliged to draw it from an higher fountain, or original
of ideal types and events. But, however, even this
original idea was known to the Jews. They had a tra-
dition of it, and the notion was current even before St.
John wrote. He has not then treated of the Millen-
nium as a new thing, but has described it in some mea-
sure by the old notions with improvements : and besides
‘that, showed us how it is accomplished by Christ, by
giving us a full account of the antecedents and conse-
quents. Now that tradition was grounded upon the al-
legorical exposition of the creation of the world in six
days, and the rest of God in the seventh; and that a
thousand years are with God as one day. Whence it
is argued, that as God created the world in six days,
and rested on the seventh, so he will redeem mankind
and work out their redemption in six thousand years,
and procure his and their sabbatism in the seventh thou-
sand : this rest being to be proportionable to the dura-
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tion of the work. By consequence, that term of one
thousand years is to be taken in a literal sense, and
ust consist just of a thousand years in the eommon
acceptation of the word ; and needs no further evolu-
tion, as some of late have pretended, because it is fixed
by that traditional allegory. Now that the Jews had it
must be plain from this, that we find it in St. Bamabas,
who wrote before St. John many years. And indeed
we give very good reasons in our Commentary to think
that the notion is as old as the Deluge, because we find
it pretty plainly to be also the tradition of the Chal-
dean Magi, and perhaps too of the Egyptians.”—Dau-
buz, Perpet.-Comment. on the Rev. p. 64. 1720.

Before proceeding to adduce evidence of the exist-
ence of this tradition among the Jews, the reader will
permit us to introduce another citation showing still_
more distinctly the use which is made by Christian
writers of the above-mentioned allegory.

« Through the whole Scriptures, both of the Old and
New Testament, there is a striking typical representas
tion of some great and important Sabbath, as a great
septenary that has not yet taken place, and which evi-
dently appears to be the Millennarian septenary, as the
great Sabbath of the whole earth. Thus, Gen. 2. 3,
¢ God blessed the seventh day, and sanctified it.” Ex.
20, 8-11. The appointment of the seventh day as the
weekly sabbath was renewed in a most solemn manner.
Levit. 25. 1-7. Every seventh year was appointed a
sabbatical year; and Levit. 25. 8, 9. the commence-
ment of the year of jubilee, which was every fiftieth
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Thus they say; ¢ In the time to come, which is in the last
days,—on the sixth day, which is the sixth millennium,
when the Messiah comes,—for the day of the holy.
blessed God is a thousand years.’ Again, ¢ The sixth
degree is called the sixth day; the day oi the holy
blessed God is a thousand years.’ So they call the
Sabbath or seventh day the seventh millennium, and in-
terpret ¢ the song for the Sabbath-day,” Ps. 92. a title
for the seventh millennium, for one day of the blessed
God is a thousand years.” To which agrees the tradi-
tion of Elias, which runs thus : ¢ ’Tis the tradition of
the house of Elias that the world shall be (endure) six
thousand years, two thousand void (of the law); two
thousand years the law; and two thousand years the
days of the Messiah;’ for they suppose that the six days
of creation were expressive of the six thousand years
which the world will stand, and that the seventh day
prefigures the last millennium, in which will be the day
of judgment and the world to come ; * for the six days,
say they, is a sign or intimation of these things : on the
sixth day man was created, and on the seventh the work
was finished ; so the kings of the nations of the world
(continue) five millenniums, answering to the five days
in which were created the fowls, and the creeping things
of the water, and other things; and the enjoyment of
_their kingdom is a little in the sixth, answerable to the
creation of the beasts and living creatures created at
this time in the beginning of it; and the kingdom of the
house of David is in the sixth millennium, answerable
to the creation of man, who knew his Creator and ruled
over them all ; and in the end: of that millennium will
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be the day of judgment, answerable to man, who was
judged in the end ; and the seventh is the Sabbath, and
it is the beginning of the world to come.”—Gill on 2
Pet. 3. 8,

+ This solemiity (the year of release) as some con-
jecture was a shadow of that everlasting Sabbath ex-
pected in the heavens. And this is supposed to be the
foundation of the opinion of a learned Rabbi, who asserts
that the world should continue for six thousand years;
but the seventh thousand should be the great sabbatical
year: the six thousand answering to the six working
days of the week, and the seventh to the Sabbath.
His words are, Six thousand years the world shall be,

~and again it shall be destroyed ; two thousand shall be
~ void, two thousand under the law, and two thousand
under the Messiah. The substance of this opinion is
certainly to be rejected as too curious; yet since it was
delivered by a Jew, it may serve to prove against them
that the Messiah is already come, and that the law of
Moses ceased at his coming.”—Lewis's Heb. Antig.
vol. ii. p. 811.

“ As for the general reason on which the law cons
cerning the sabbatical year was grounded, it was no
doubt partly political and civil, to prevent the land from
being worn out by continual tilling; partly religious, to
afford the poor and labouring people more leisure one
year in seven to attend to devotional exercises; and
partly mystical, typifying that spiritual rest which Christ
will give to all who come mto him. Some, both Jews
and Christians, make the sabbatical year to be typical
of the Millennium. For ss the law consecrates the
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seventh day and the seventh year, they conclude the
world will last six thousand years in the state in which
we now see it; or, as Rab. Elias in the Talmud ex-
presses it, two thousand years without the law, two
thousand under the law, and two thousand under the
Messiah ; afier which comes the grand Sabbath of one
thousand years. This notion, though it be perhaps
without any sufficient ground, might be improved into an
argument ad Aominem to convince the Jews that the
Messiah must be already come, since the world bas
gone far more than half-way through the last two thou-
sand years of the six thousand allowed by their tradi-
tion; for its continuance during whieh period therefore,
if at all, must be the reign of the Messiah.”—Jennings’ <.
Jewish Antiq. vol. ii. p. 293.

¢ We cannot but reckon it an instance of tnwarrant-
able presumption in several Jewish writers, and some
of the fathers after them, to suppose as they do, that
the world shall continue six thousand years from the
creation, and that as it was made in six days, and the
seventh ordained to be a Sabbath, this had a mystical
signification, and accordingly in its application to this
matter, a day answers to a thousand years ; or, that as
the world was two thousand years without the written
word or law of God, and after that two thousand years
under the law,so the days of the Messiah shall continue
two thousand years, and then follows the eternal Sabba-
tism at Christ’s second coming. As for the Jews who
speak of this matter, their @mbelief is condemmed out
of their own mouths, since they do as it were concede
that the time in which the Messiash was to come, was
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that in which he actually appeared. Notwithstanding
this is a groundless conjecture so far as it respects the
end of the world, and indeed it is an entering into a se-
cret which is altogether hid from mankind.”—Ridgley’s
Body of Div. Quest. 56. vol. ii. p. 505.

¢ Of the Jewish writers Rabbi Ketina, as cited in the
Gemara, or gloss of their Talmud, said that ¢ the world
endures six thousand years, and one thousand it shall be
laid waste (that is, the enemies of God shall be des-
troyed) whereof it is said, Is. 2. 11. The Lord alone
-shall be exalted in that day. Tradition assents to
Rabbi Ketina : ¢ As out of seven years every seventh is
the year of remission, so out of the seven thousand
years of the world the seventh millennary shall be the
millennary of remission, that God alone may be exalted
in that day’—(The tradition of the house of Elias
above cited is then given, after which it is added)—s It
was also the tradition of the house of Elias, that ¢the
just whom God shall raise up (meaning in the first
resurrection) shall not be turned again into dust. Now
if you. inquire how it shall be with the just in these thou-
sand years wherein the holy blessed God shall renew
this world, whereof it is said, And the Lord alone shall
beezalted in that day, you must know that the holy
blessed God will give them the wings as it were of
eagles that they may fly upon the face of the waters;
whence it is said, Ps. 46. 2. Therefore will we not fear
when the earth shall be changed. But perhaps you will
say, it shall be a pain and affliction to them. Not at
all, for it is said, Is. 40. 31. They that wait upon the
Lord shall renew their strength, they shall mount up with
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wings as eagles.”—Newton on the Proph. p. 688, ed. in
one vol, :

Upon these quotations, which might be indefinitely
multiplied from the Rabbinical writers, it may be ob-
served ;

(1.) That the tradition recited appears to be rightly
regarded as a tradition, and nothing more. We do not
find that it rests upon any express declaration of the in-
spired scriptures of the Old Testament, the only portion
of the sacred volume to which an appeal would be made
by a Jew. As far, moreover, as we are able to discover
theorigin of the tradition, it is to be traced up to one Elias;
but who he was, when he lived, and what might have
been his claims to the prophetic character, we are left
in utter ignorance. We know, indeed, that some later
advocates of the opinion have maintained, that he was
no other than the Elias or Elijah of the Scriptures, who
lived in the reign of Ahab, but they have never, we be-
lieve, advanced a particle of proof in support of the
affirmation. It unquestionably comes to us, therefore,
as a mere traditionary legend, which every one is at lib-
erty to adopt or reject as he pleases. It is accompa-
nied by no external credentials which should entitle it
to any higher rank in our estimation, than the thousand
idle conceits and puerile glosses of the Talmudical an-
notators. ‘The propensity of the Jewish writers to
mystic and allegorizing interpretation is well known, and
in the present instance their exposition of the Mosaic
history of the creation savors strongly of the dreams
- of the Cabala. At the same time, it is but fair to admit
that, as there is nothing in the Scriptures which directly

D
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contradicts it, the tradition may be well founded.- It has,
perhaps, more of an air of internal probability than
most of the Rabbinic fancies which have laid a tax
upon human credulity. The use of the number seven
in the sacred volume is certainly remarkable, and cannot
but be admitted in many cases to possess a mystical
import. It is by no means impossible that it may be so
in the present instance. At any rate, we are disposed
to treat with respect an opinion which has been for ages
in vogue among the pious, though it may lack that de-
gree of evidence, on the score of origin and authority,
which should entitle it to a place among the articles of
our faith. We are not, therefore, prepared to class
among the vagaries and hallucinations of Jewish con-
ceit the interpretation in question. All that we affirm
is, that it is not, and cannot be, authoritative. But,
(2.) Even on the supposition that this allegorical ex-
position is founded in truth, it does not follow that the
sabbatical millennary of the Judaic tradition is the same
with the thousand years of the Apocalypse. The iden-
tifying them is certainly a gratuitous assumption. For
ought that appears to the contrary, though it should be
granted that a sevenfold series of chiliads is destined to
measure this world’s duration, the Millennium of John
may coincide with some other nf the number than the
seventh. The very point, therefore, which of all others
stood most in need of confirmation is fortified with
the least. So little countenance does the doctrine of a
Christian Millennium yet future receive from the uncer-
tain dogma of a grand concluding Sabbath of the world.
. That there was, however, an early transfusion or in-
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corporation of this feature of Judaism into the Chris-
tianity of the primitive fathers, will be evident from the
following testimonies collected from their writings. Nor
should this be matter of surprise when it is considered
that many of the first Christians were by birth Jews,
who had been trained up in all the distinctive peculiar-
ities of the Mosaic economy, and were, like Paul, ¢ ex-
ceedingly zealous of the traditions of their fathers.” It
was natural therefore that they should endeavour to har-
monize the prophetic announcements of the New Tes-
tament as far as possible with the views which they had
imbibed from Jewish sources of the later destinies of
the church and the world. Their sentiments, accord-
ingly, were deeply tinctured with the hue of those pre-
conoeptions which they brought with them from the
gynagogues and schools of their early education. From
them the opinion would naturally be propagated among
the gentile converts. Of this we shall hope to lay con-
clusive evidence before the minds of our readers.

Of the Christian writers of the first century, who al-
lude to this subject, Barnabas in his epistle speaks thus:

¢ And God made in six days the works of his hands,
and he finished them on the seventh day, and he rested
in it, and sanctified it.” Consider, children, what that
signifies, ¢ finizhed them in six days. This it signi-
fies, that the Lord God will finish all things in six thou-
sand years. For a day with him is a thousand years;
as he himself testifieth, saying, ¢ Behold this day shall
be as a thousand years.! Therefore, children, in six
days, that is, in six thousand years, shall all things be
consummated, And ke rested the sevemth day : this
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signifies, that when his Son shall come, and shall abol-
ish the season of the wicked one (Antichrist), and shall
change the sun and the moon and the stars, then he
shall rest gloriously in that seventh day.”*

The genuineness of this epistle is indeed disputed ;
but as far as the present argument is concerned, it is
immaterial who the real author was. There is suffi-
cient testimony that it is the production of a very early
period of the Christian church, and it contains undeni-
able evidence of the origin of those opinions which
were in circulation respecting an expected reign of a
thoysand years, or a seventh millennium.

Justin Martyr, in the second century, declares the
Millennium to be the Catholic doctrine of his time.

«J, and as many as are orthodox Christians in all
respects, do acknowledge that there shall be a resurrec-
tion of the flesh, and a residence of a thousand years
in Jerusalem rebuilt, and adorned, and enlarged, as the
prophets Ezekiel, and Isaiah, and others do unapimously
attest.”t

But here Justin’s proof, if proof it can be called, is
exceedingly deficient ; for the prophets referred to say

* —Kal émolnosy 3,0¢ds &v & Ruépass ra Epya 1@ xeipGv durov, kai cvvsrélsoey
&v i nubpq Tij ¢fbup, xal karéravoey dv adrj, xal fylacey dvrhv. Tlpooéxere,
réxva, T{ My, 70 ovvsrisosy b £ fuepars Tobro Myet, bri cuvrelst § Ocds kvpiog
8y Haxiox\ibis Ersor vd ndvra. ‘H ydp fuépa =ap’ abre xfa Em, adros o
naprupst, Néywy, I30d ofipspov hubpa Eoras ds xa drn.  Obxody, Téxva, &v & -
pspats, &v Haxioxi\ibes Ereat, ovvreheshosrar Td wdvra. Kat xaréravoe 1
Hudpg i eBdoup’ ToiTapdyet, Brav eNBwv ‘o “wids avrod, kal karapyiiest Tdv Kaipov
&vbuov, kas kpevel Tovs aasPels, kat aANdet rdv Fhiov, kal Ty aehpyily, Kal Tods
agréoas, rérekakds karsnasasral sy rij fuspg p ‘¢f0éup.—S. Barn. Epist. c. 15.

t "Eyw 8, xal &l rivés slatv dpboyvdpoves xard ndyra Xpisriavor, Kat caprds
avdoraoty ysvhosoOar dmgrdpcBa, xas xfha Ern ev “Ieposadip olxodopnOeion,
xac xogpnOstopy kat wharvvOclen, Cws) ‘o mpoghiTae Telsxii\, xa ‘Haatas, xas

oc d\\ot ‘opooyodety.~Just. Mart. Dial. cum Tryph. p. 313
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nothing respecting the period of a thousand yesrs, so
that his expectation, as far as it relates to & limited term
of years, clearly betrays its Jewish originsl.—He after-
wards subjoins :—

“ A certain man smong us, whose name was John,
ene of the apostles of Christ, in a revelation made to
him, did propheey that the faithful believers in Christ
should live a thousand years in the New Jerusalem,
and after these should be the general resurrection and
judgment.”*

In the .order of time Ireneus is the next authority
who is particularly entitled to attention.

¢ In whatever number of days the world was created,
in the same number of thousands of years it will come
to an end. And therefore the Scripture says, that the
heavens and the earth were completed and all their em-
bellishments. And God finished on the sixth day the
works which he made. And God ceased on the sev-
enth day from all his works. Thisijs a narration of the
past, and a prophecy relative to the future ; for the day
of the Lord is as a thousand years.”t

Cyprian speaks thus j—

« Thus in the divine arrangement of the world seven

* *Av4p ris, ‘@ Suopa "Tudvims, &is T8y dnesréhuy vo Xpio7ob, v dmoxaréer
yevéusvp dvr§ xiha Ern xetfouy oy “Lepovoadip Tods 1§ mustepy Xpiorl mioe
Teboavras xposdfTeuos, xat usrd Tadre Ty xabuhuiy Kai, cuvarby s pdva, alw-
viay buoBopaddy Spa mévrwy dvdoraowy yevheeoBar xat xploww.—Ibid. p. 315,

t "Ooutg hpbpacs By bvero “o xbopos, Togabrois xthiovraot cvyrekeirar xac dia
rolire’ dwesy 'n ypag xas cvvrehbolneny ‘o ebpavos xat 'n 7, kas %8s ‘o koguos
urdy’ xat ovveréheasy ‘o Opds T apg 1y 5 Ta Ipya abrod & sxoinot, xat xarh
xawoe ‘0 Ocds ev T ‘yuspe T § §xo mévrwy v spydv abrol. To¥ro & soririy
xpoysyovéruy Sifynets, kai rdy coopbvwy xpogereia n yap n ploa Kvplev ‘ws
x\ia Py —Fronous Adv. Hareses, li)szp 444, 445,
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days were at first employed, and in them seven thousand
years were included.”

The next testimony is taken from Tertullian,

« After a thousand years, within which period the
resurrection of the saints is included, who will rise
sooner or later according to their services, then we being
changed to angelic natures shall be transferred into a
celestial kingdom.”t

The following is from Lactantius.

% Since in six days the works of God were all com-
pleted, so through six ages, that is, through six thousand
years, the world must remain in its present state. And
again, since when his works were all perfected he
rested on the seventh day and blessed it, so at the end
of six thousand years all wickedness must be banished
from the earth, and righteousness reign for a thousand
years.”} :

But although there was a signal agreement among .
the ancient fathers as to the period of the world to
which the Apocalyptic millennium was to be assigned,

. * Prima dispositione divina septem dies annorum septem
millia continentes.—Cypr. De Ezhort. Mart. c. 11.

t Post mille annos intra quam aetatem includitur sanctorum
resurrectio pro meritis maturins vel tardius resurgentium; tunc
demutati in atomo in angelicam substantiam transferemur in
cceleste regnum.—Tertull. Adv. Marcion, L. 3, c. 24.

1 Quoniam sex diebus cuncta Dei opera perfecta sunt ; per
secula sex, id est, annorum sex millia maneroc in hoc statu
mundum necesso est. Et rursus quoniam perfectis operibus
requievit die septimo eumque benedixit ; necesse est ut in fine
sexti millesimi anni malitia omnis abolatur e terra ot regnot
per annos mille justitia.—Lactantius, L. 7. c. 14.
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there was a marked diversity of opinion as to the real
character of the period itself. There were in fact in
that age, as there are in modern times, two distinet
classes of chiliasts, the literal and the spiritual, or, as
they have been termed, the gross and the refined. By
the one party, the anticipation was confidently cherished
of the personal reign of Christ on earth, of the literal
resurrection of the martyred saints, of the rebuilding of
the temple and city of Jerusalem, of the reinhabitation
of the land of Israel by its ancient occupants, and of
the investiture- of all the risen righteous with a kingly
pre-eminence over the remnant nations of the globe.
They held, moreover, that this halcyon era should be
distinguished by an unprecedented fertility of the earth,
which should teem with the utmost profusion of the
treasures of its bosom, and accumulate without measure
the elements of every sensual and corporeal delight.
¢The earth,’ says Lactantius, ¢shall disclose its exu-
berance, the labour of tillage shall be unnecessary to
secure the most abundant harvests, the rocks of the
mountains shall sweat with honey, wine shall run down
in streams, and the rivers flow with milk.”* In a word,
their anticipated millennium, if we may judge from the
letter of the strong language in which it is described,
was but another name for an Epicurean heaven. Still
it is but fair to admit, that some allowance is perhaps to
be made on the score of the highly figured and luxuri-

* Tom vero aperiet fecunditatem suam, et uberrimas fruges
sua spirito genorabit : rupes montium melle sudabunt, per ri-
vos vina decurrent, ot flumina lacte inundabunt.—Lactantius,
L.7.c.24
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ating style which they were led to employ in portraying
the felicities of their expected kingdom. T'Aey possibly
might have disclaimed the very gross and carnal inter-
pretation which their opponents put upon their language,
although afier every abatement on this score, an ample
residuum of wild extravagance remains to characterize
their hypothesis. Papias, Justin Martyr, Irenweus,
Tertullian, and Lactantius, are ranked among the lead-
ing abetters of this opinion. Bishop Bull, unwilling to -
give up these venerated names to the opprobrium of
being numbered on the side of so foul a heresy, kindly
endeavours to throw the veil of a lenient and charitable
construction over the most repulsive features of their
system. Speaking of an expression which Justin
Martyr ascribes to Trypho, viz. ¢ That it is given to
him (Jesus Christ) to judge all men without exception,
and that his kingdom is eternal,’ he remarks ; « I think
that this clause, ¢ Of whose kingdom there shall be no
end,” was directed against the Cerinthians, who taught,
that those magnificent things which are mentioned in
the Scriptures concerning the kingdom of Christ, are
to be understood of an earthly, carnal, and Epicurean
reign, during a thousand years. There were, indeed,
in the first age ‘after the apostles, many even of the
orthodox, among whom was Justin, whom I have a little
before been praising, who expected a kingdom of Christ
on earth for a thousand years. But' their opinion,
though perhaps erroneous, was as distant as possible
from the Cerinthian heresy ; for those orthodox Chris-
tians were very far from believing that the felicity of
this kingdom consisted in meats and drinks and mar-
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riages ; which, as Dionysius of Alexandria informs us,
was the impure and sordid opinion of Cerinthus. Bat
they expected a kingdom of Christ, in which peace
would flourish, in which truth, and righteousness, and
piety would prevail, and the sacred name of God be
every where celebrated with deserved praise. Then
the orthodox hoped for & temporary kingdom of Christ,

" only as a prelude (if I may so express myself) to his
celestial kingdom, which they believed would endure
through everlasting ages.”* Lardner, in like manner,
endeavours to retrieve the credit of Cerinthus himself.{
The Anti-millennarians, on-the other hand, though
they looked equally with the others for an ulterior state
of transcendant prosperity and glory to the people of
God, yet they strenuously maintained that the passages
of holy writ which announced it, were to be allegorically
interpreted. Thus says Origen; % Those who deny
the millennium are ‘0 Tpexorsysriles Ta xpePurima—those
who interpret the sayings of the prophets by a trope.”’}
Those, on the contrary, who maintained it, are styled
solius litere discipuli,—disciples of the letier only.
The first, says he, assert ‘horum vim figuraliter intelligi
debere—the import of these things ought to be figura-
tively understood;’ the others, he adds, understand
the scripture, “ Judaico sensu,~—after the manner of the
Jews.”y So Epiphanius, speaking of the notion of the
millennium maintained by Apollinarius, says, * There

\

* Bulli Judicium Ecel. Cath. c. 6. p: 55,

- 4 Lardner’s Works, vol, ii. p. 701. Lond. 1829.
$ Tepedoxav, Lo 9. 0. 13,
y Bbide -
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js indeed a millennium mentioned by John, but the ma-
jority of pious men look upon those words as true in-
deed, but to be taken in a spiritual sense.”™ The advo-
cates of a spiritual interpretation accordingly received
from the opposite party the appellation of allegorists,
and Nepos, a defender of the millennarian theory, entitled
his work Exsyxer rev shwyspirran,—a refutation of the
allegorists. Of these tropical expositors Irenzus says,
“I am not ignorant that some among us who believe,
in divers nations and by various works, and who, believ-
ing, do consent with the just, do yet endeavour,
{(merapipen) to turn these things into metaphors. But
if some have attempted to allegorise these things, they
have not been found in all things consistent with them-
selves, and may be confuted from the words them-
selves.”t

We perceive, however, an equal positiveness in the
deniers of what they deemed a voluptuous millennium.
Gennadius says, “In the divine promises we believe
nothing conceming meat and drink, as Irenzus, Tertal-
lian, and Lactantius teach from their author Papias, nor
of the reign of a thousand years of Christ on earth
after the resurrection, and the saints reigning dehcxously
with him, as Nepos taught.”}

* wdAn0 uiv dvra, sv Palbérart 8¢ ca¢rm§6pu¢ wexigredxaoty ~Epiph,
Her. 77.¢ 26, p. 1031.

t Ireneus Adv. Her. L. 5.c. 33.

1 Non qued ad cibum vel ad potum pertinet sicut, Papia ’
auctore, Irenmus, Tertullianus, et Lactantius acquiescunt,
neque (per) mille annos post resurrectionem regnum Christi in
terra futurum, et sanctos cum illo in deliciis regnaturos spera-
mus, sicut Nepos edocuit.—Gennad. Eccl. Dogmat. c. 55.



THE MILLENNIUM. 43

Augustin also observes of this opinion, “That it
might be tolerable if they mentioned any spiritual de-
lights which the saints might enjoy by Christ’s pres-
ence ; but since they affirm that they who then rise
shall enjoy carnal and immoderate banquets of meat
and drink without modesty, these things can only be
believed by carnal men.”*

Origen moreover speaks of this opinion, “As a
wicked doctrine, a reproach to Christianity, the heathens
- themselves having better sentiments than these.”f And
Eusebius says of it, “That it took its rise from Papias,
a man of slender judgment; but the antiquity of the
man prevailed with many of the ecclesiastics to be of
that opinion, particularly with Ireneus, and if there
were any other of the same judgment with him.”}

But of all the ancients the most inveterate oppugner
of the millennarian conceit was Jerome.

« If,” says he, “ we understand the Revelation liter-
glly, we must judaize; if spiritually, as it is written,
we shall seem to contradict many of the ancients, par-
ticularly the Latins, Tertullian, Victorinus, Lactantius ;
and the Greeks likewise, especially Irenzus, bishop of
Lyons, against whom Dionysius, bishop of the church
of Alexandria, 2 man of uncommon eloquence, wrote a
curious piece deriding the fable of a thousand years,

* Sed cum eos qui tunc resurrexerint dicunt immoderatissi-
mis carnalibus epulis vacaturos, in quibus cibus sit tantus et
potus, ut non solum nullam modestiam teneant, sed modum
quoque ipsius incredulitatis excedant, nullo modo ista possunt
nisi de carnalibus, credi.—August. De Civ. Dec. L., 20. c. 7.

" + Prolegomena to the Candicles.
$ Eusedb. Hist. Eccles. L. 3. c. 39.
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and, the terrestrial Jerusalem adorned with gold and
precious stones ; rebuilding the temple, bloody sacrifices,
sabbatical rest, circumcision, marriages, lyings-in, nurs-
ing of children, dainty feasts, and servitude of the
nations : and again after this, wars, armies, triumphs,
and slaughters of conquered enemies, and the death of
the sinner a hundred years old. Him Apollinarius an-
swered in two volumes, whom not only men of his own
sect, but most of our own people likewise follow in this
point. So it is no hard matter to foresee what a multj-
tude of persons I am like to displease.”®

Of the Dionysius here mentioned Lardner says, 4 h
the time of Dionysius’s episcopate there were great
numbers of Christians in the district of Arsinoe in
Egypt, who were fond of the millennary notion, ex-
pecting a kingdom of Christ here on earth in which

* —et qua ratione intelligenda sit Apocalypsis Johsanis,
quam si juxta literam accipimus, Judaizandum est ; si spj ritu-
aliter, ut scripta est, disserimus, multorum veterum opinio:ibus
contraire, Latinorum, Tertulliani, Victorini, Lactantii ; (Grao-
corum, ut cmteros preetermittam, Irenei tantum Lugdynensis
episcopi faciam mentionem ; adversus quem vir eloquentissi-
mus Dionysius, Alexandrine ecclesie pontifex, elegantem scri-
bit librum, irridens mille annorum fabulam ; et auream atque
gemmatam in terris Jerusalem ; instaurationem templi ; hosti-
arum sanguinem; otium Sabbati; circumcisionis injuriam,
nuptias, partus, liberorum educationem, epularum delicias, ot
cunctarum gentium servitatem : rursus bella, exercitus, ac tri-
umphos, et superatorum neces, mortemque centinarii peccate-
ris. Cui duobus voluminibus respondit Apollinarius, quem
non solum sum secte homines, sed et nostrorum in hac parte
duntaxat plurima sequitur multitudo ; ut presaga mente jam
cernam, quantorum in me rabies concitanda sit.—Hieron. in
Es. l. 18, in Proem. p. 477, 478, Ed. Bened.
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men should enjoy sensual pleasures. These persons
were much confirmed in this opinion by a book of
Nepos, an Egyptian bishop, entitled, A Confutation of
the Allegorists. Dionysius had a disputation or confer-
ence with those Christians, which he gave an account
of in one of his books, written upon that subject, Ina
fragment which we have in Eusebius, he writes to this
purpose : ¢ When,’ says he, ¢ I was in the province of
Arsinoe, where you know this opinion has for some time
o far prevailed as to cause divisions and apostacies of
whole churches, having called together the presbyters
and teachers of the brethren in the villages, admitting
likewise as many of the brethren as pleased to be pres-
ent, I advised that this opinion should publicly be ex-
amined into. And when they produced to me that book
as a shield and impregnable bulwark, I sat with them
three whole days successively, from morning to even-
ing, discussing the contents of it.” He then goes on
highly applauding the good order of the dispute, the
moderation and candour of all present, their willingness °
to be convinced, and to retract their former opinions, if
reason 80 required: * With a good conscience,’ says
he, ¢ and unfeignedly, and with hearts open to the sight
of God, embracing whatever could be made out by
good srguments from the holy scriptures. In the end,
Coracio, the chief defender of that opinion, engaged
and promised, in the presence of all the brethren, that
he would no longer maintain nor defend, nor teach, nor
make mention of it, as being fully convinced by the
arguments on the contrary side. And all the brethren
E
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who were present rejoiced for the conference, and their
mutual reconciliation and agreement.’ ”*

In connexion with this we shall append, as a curious
relic of antiquity, the judgment of this same Dionysius
respecting the book of Revelation. After observing
that many had rejected the book as a forgery of Cerin-
thus, and consequently not entitled to a place in the
sacred canon, he adds:—« For this (they say) was
one of his particular notions, that the kingdom of Christ
should be earthly ; consisting of those things which be
himself, a carnal and sensual man, most admired, the
pleasures of the belly, and of concupiscence ; that is,
eating, and drinking, and marriage ; and for the more
decent procurement of these, feastings, and sacrifices,
and slaughters of victims. But, for my part, I dare not
reject the book, since many of the brethren have it in
high esteem: but allowing it to be above my understand-
ing, I suppose it to contain throughout some latent and
wonderful meaning; for though I do not understand it,
I suspect there must be some profound sense in the
words ; not measuring and judging these things by my
own reason, but ascribing more to faith. I esteem them
too sublime to be comprehended by me. Nor do I con-
demn what I have not been able to understand: but I
admire the more, because they are above my reach.”t

This is probably a very correct account of the light
in which the great mass of the Christian world at the
present day view the disclosures (to them, mysteries) of
this amazing book, notwithstanding that the Holy Ghost,

* Lardner’s Works, vol. ii. p. 691.
t Ibid. vol. ii. p. 693,
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from a foresight of the disesteem into which it would be
likely, in after ages, to fall, has, as a prophylactic guar-
antee against neglect, emblazoned in characters of light
upon the very portals of this temple of prophecy the
inscription—* BLESSED 18 HE THAT READETH,—a de-
claration equivalent to an asterisk of heaven pointing to

.

the vast importance and inestimable value of this por- .

tion of the sacred oracles.® This importance, as per-

* «If that portion of the Bible which has been denominated
the Revelation of St. John the Divine, and which as such has
been regarded and acknowledged for seventeen hundred years,
can be proved to the satisfaction of the public to be a spurious
componition, let it be separated from the Book of God. Or,
if any person can satisfy himself that the whole production is
an invention of man, let him place it on a level with the Fables
of ZEsop, and regard them with similar indifference. But on
"the contrary, if the Revelation of 8t. John has come from the
archives of heaven, if it has been issued from the throne of

God, if our Lord Jesus Christ, out of his tender regard for the

interests of his people, and his concern for their instruction and
encouragement, has condescended to unseal the volume con-
taining the destinies of the Church and the world,—is there
any Christian who can suppose that indifference to the Rové-
lation of Jesus Christ himself can be unattended with crimin-
ality? KEspecially can it be supposed, that the indifference of
s minister of religion can be free from a charge of guilt? Is
ho not constituted a steward of the mysteries of God? And
ought he not to endeavour to explain those mysteries to the
people under his care? If it be said, that the predictions of
the Revelation are obscure, and that the difficulties and uncer-
tainties which present themselves render every attempt at ex-
planation an unprofitable occupation: the difficulty experi-
enced ought to operate as a reason for paying more attention
to scriptural expressions, revealing divine purposes relative to
the future, and for making a more diligent investigation to as-
certain the import of the words of God. Besides, he that
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taining to the Apocalypse in itself considered, good mea,
who venerate the word of God, are generally willing to
councede, but this concession is in effect vacated by the
secret prevailing belief that its contents are unintelligi-
ble. Alas!

“ Qur doubts are traitors,
And make us lose the good we oft might win,
By fearing to attempt.”

From the copious citations adduced above from the
records of ecclesiastical amtiquity, it is clear that the
Millennarian hypothesis, in its literal and less refined
features, did obtain an early prevalence in the church.
As little, we think, is to be doubted, that the opinion
owes its origin to a Jewish source. To what extent i
actually prevailed among the primitive Christians, it is
not possible, perhaps, from the conflicting testimonies
of opposite schools, to determine with any degree of

reads and those that hear the words of this prophecy, and keep
them; are pronounced blessed ; and should not this assurance
be an encouragement and incentive to study that portion of

" Scripture which unfolds to us the future fortunes of the Church ?
Have we no ambition, no desire, no inclination to aim at and
‘sttain the promised blessedness? Need I remind the reader of
the awful denunciation, with which the Redeemer himself
closes the revelation he had made to his servent John? ¢If
any man shall add unto these things, God shall add unto him
the plagues that are written in this book ; and if any man shall
take away from the words of the book of this prophecy, God
shall take away his part out of the book of life, and out of the
holy city, and from the things which are written in this book.’ *
New liustrations of Prophecy, by W. Vint, p. 273,274. Lond.
1831.
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acouracy. The probability is, that during the three
first centuries it' was very extensively embraced. We
recollect that Chillingworth prefers it as a very serious
charge against the church of Rome, which lays such
lofty claims to the perpetuation within her own bosom
of the pure unadulterated doctrines of the apostolic and
primitive ages, that in this matter if in no other she has
grossly falsified the creed of antiquity, inasmuch as
there is ample evidence that the doctrine of the chili«
asts was actually the catholic faith of more than one
eentury. And certainly there are few judges more com-
petent to pronounce upon the fact. At the same time
we do not regard the extent.of its prevalence, or the
period of its duration, as any measure of the abstract
truth of the tenet. For ourselves we can easily con-
ceive that, although the doctrine were really unsup-
ported by Scripture, there were circumstances in the
case of the primitive believers which may have contri-
buted powerfully to the spread and influence of Millen-
narianism among them. The early days of the church,
it is well known, were the days of persecution. The
first converts to Christianity were ¢ compassed about by.
a great fight of afflictions.” The espousal of the reli-
gion of the cross, which waged an exterminating war
against the standing superstitions of the empire, exposed
them, as a matter of course, to all the terrors of popu-
lar frenzy and of imperial indignation. Being for the.
most part men of uncultivated minds, but of ardent
zeal, unequal to the task of a sublimated conception of
the spiritual mysteries of revelation, but laying firm
hold of its literal and palpable representations, and
- E2
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deeply imbued with its divine spirit, the grosser forms
of prophetic truth were precisely such as they would
naturally be most prone to imbibe, and such t00 as were
best suited to their exigencies. Even though we sup-
pose their views erromeous, yet the error was in itvelf
an innocent one, and with the fires of martyrdom kin-
dling around them, and every species of torture devised
to aggravate their sufferings, what could buoy up the
spirits of such a class of men in the hour of mortal
agony, but the promises and prospects of a glorious
reward such as their rude and simple but honest minds
saw disclosed in the letter of their Seriptures ! And is
it any disparagement to the wisdom of the Most High
that he should so have framed the word of truth that
eertain portions of it might be susceptible of an inter-
pretation which, though nataral, was not wecessary,
though fallacious, was yes feasible, and adapted to min-
iater at particular seasons and under peculisr circums
stances, the most solid suppest and consclation to its
disciples? For ourselves we have no diffieulty in sup-
posing that the Millennarian error was in a peculiar
manner winked at in the early ages of Christianity, and
that the belief of it was calculated to produce and did
produce results of a most auspicious eharacter, which
under the circumstances a different and even a more
eorrect construction of the sacred oracles would have
failed to effect. On the same principle, in all probabil-
ity, we may account for the general prevalence at that
early period of the sentiment respecting the speedy disx
solution of the world and the consummation of all
things, “In the primitive church,” says Gibbon, «the
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influence of truth was very powerfully strengthened by
an opinion, which, however it may deserve respect for
its usefulness and antiquity, has not been found agree-
sble to experience. It was universally believed that the
end of the world, and the kingdom of heavenm, were at
hand. The near appraach of this wonderful event had
been predicted by the apostles; the tradition of it was
preserved by their earliest diseiples, and those who un.
derstood in their literal sense the discourses of Christ
bimself, were obliged to expect the second and glorious
coming of the Son of man in the clouds, before that
generation was totally extinguished, which had beheld
his humble condition, and which might still be witness
of the calamities of the Jews under Vespasian or Ha-
drian. The revolution of seventeen centuries has in-‘
- structed us not to press too closely the mysterious lan-

guage of prophecy and revelation ; but as long as, for
wise purposes, this error was permittsd to subsist in the
church it was productive of the most salutary effscts on
ths faith and practics of Christians, who lived in the
awful expectation of that moment when the globe itself,
and ail the various race of mankind, should tremble at
the appearance of their divine Judge.”® Can it be
doubted that the language of the sacred writers is so
constructed, as that it should, before the event proved
the contrary, tend to countenance and cherish the belief
here stasted? When we hear the apostles saying, ‘The
end of all things is at hand’—* we which are alive and
remain shall be caught up to meet the Lord in the air’

* Decl. and Full, p. 185. Ed, in onse vol.
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—=*1lo, I come quickly’— the time is at hand’—* things
which must shortly come to pass’—it is obvious that
such expressions, to say nothing of our Lord’s predic-
tion of the destruction of Jerusalem, which might be
thought to include the destruction of the world, are ca-
pable of being construed in a sense to warrant the most
sanguine expectations that were built upon them. And
who shall say that this end might not have been ex-
pressly designed under God to be answered by the pe-
culiar phraseology in which the announcements were
couched? For aught we know, in fact, the apostles:
themselves might have been of the prevailing belief, as
we have met with no reasoning which convinces us that
they always understood the full reach and import of their

_own writings.

Here it may be objected, that it is not altogether con-
sistent to -attribute to the primitive Christians the belief
in the speedy catastrophe of the world, when at the-
same time their millennarian notions required them to-
hold that six thousand years must first elapse before
that blissful period would dawn upon the earth. But
the truth is, that, owing to a radical error in their chro-
nological calculus, they conceived themselves as actu-
ally having arrived at the eve of the world’s seventh
millennary, or, in other words, as having their lot cast
on the Saturday of the great antypical Week of the
creation. “ The primitive church of Antioch,” says
the historian above cited, « computed almost 6000 years
from the creation of the world to the birth of Christ.
Africanus, Lactantius, and the Greek church, have re-
duced that number to 5,500, and Eusebius has con-
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tented himself with 5,300 years. These calculations
were formed on the Septuagint, which was universally
reoeived during the first six centuries.”

Before leaving the subject of ancient testimonies, the
reader will tolerate another extract from the History of
the Decline and Fall of the Roman Empire, couched
in the usual flowing and eloquent vein of the author.
« The ancient and popular doctrine of the millennium
was intimately connected with the second coming of
Christ. As the works of the creation had been finished
in six days, their duration in their present state, accord-
ing to a tradition which was attributed to the prophet
Elijab, was fixed to six thousand years. By the same
analogy it was inferred, that this long period of labour
and contention, which was now almost elapsed, would
bp succeeded by a joyful sabbath of a thousand years ;
and that Christ, with the trimmphant band of the saints
and the elect who had escaped death, or who had been
miraculously revived, would reign upon earth till the
time sppointed for the last and general resurrection.
8o pleasing was this hope to the mind of believers,
that the New Jerusalem, the seat of this blissful king-
dom, was quickly adorned with all the gayest colours
of the imagination. A felicity consisting only of pure
and spiritual pleasure would have appeared too refined
for its inhabitants, who were still supposed to possess
their human nature and senses. A garden of Eden,
with the amusements of the pastoral life, was no longer
suited to the advanced state of society which prevailed

* Decl. and Fall, p. 185.
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under the Roman empire. A city was therefore erected
of gold and precious stones, and a supernatural plenty
of corn and wine was bestowed on the adjacent terri-
tory ; in the free enjoyment of whose spontaneous pro-
ductions, the happy and benevolent people was never
to be restrained by any jealous laws of exclusive pro-
petty. The assurance of such a millennium was care-
fully inculcated by a succession of fathers from Justin
Martyr and Irenweus, who conversed with the immediate
disciples of the apostles, down to Lactantius, who was
preceptor to the son of Constantine. Though it might
not be universally received, it appears to have been the
reigning sentiment of the orthodox believers; and it
seems so well adapted to the desires and apprehensions
of mankind, that it must have contributed in a very
essential degree to the progress of the Christian faith.
But when the edifice of the church was almost com-
pleted, the temporary support was laid aside. The
doctrine of Christ’s reign upon earth was at first treated
as a profound allegory, was considered by degrees as a
doubtful and useless opinion, and was at length rejected
as the absurd invention of heresy and fanaticism.”*

* Decl. and Fall, p. 185, 186.
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CHAPTER 1L

MODERN OPINIONS RESPECTING THE APOCALYPTIC
MILLENNIUM.

Historical Sketch of the Decline of tho Millennarian theory,
and of its Revival at the Reformation—The modern Advo-
cates of a future Millennium divided into two Classes—The
first hold to the personal Reign of Christ on earth during the
thousand years—Mede, Caryll, Gill, Noel, Irving, Ander-
son, quoted—Claim to found their Expectation upon a pass-
age in the second Epistle of Peter—Remarks upon this Inter-
pretation—The second Class deny the Personal, but maintain
the Spiritual Reign of Christ—Confirmed by Extracts from

* 'Whitby, Bogue, Johnston.

Tue Millennarian hypothesis, as it respects the pat-
ronage which it has at different periods received, has
been remarkable for a series of waxings and wanings.
During the first ages of the church, when the style of
Christanity was ¢ to believe, to love, and to suffer,’ this
sentiment seems to have obtained a prevalence so gen-
eral as to be properly entitled all but absolutely catholic.
After the lapse of the three first centuries, a gradual
change was wrought in public opinion in regard to this
doctrine; a change effected by the combined influence
of secular prosperity in the church, and of the contro-
versial opposition of great names against the tenet itself.
Origen, Augustine, and Jerome successively arrayed
themselves against a Judaizing dogma discountenanced,
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as they supposed, at once by the spiritual genius of
Christianity, and by a fair and rational interpretation of
its letter. ‘Their influence, it cannot be doubted, con-
tributed powerfully to weaken the hold which millenna-
rianism had upon the minds of their contemporaries, and
to pave the way for its general abandonment. Add to
this, that the more favored and felicitous condition of the
church under Constantine and his successors for one or
two centuries, tended naturally to wean the thoughts of
the pious from the anticipation of future to the medita-
tion of present blessedness, in which it is not unlikely
that some beheld an actual fulfilment of the promised
rest, peace, and joy of the world’s expected Sabbatism.
During the invasions of the northern nations and the
deluge of disasters which then flowed in upon the empire,
speculation was overborne, and the minds of Christians
were absorbed by the commotions of the times and the
evils endured by them or impending qver them. Little
attention therefore was paid to the themes of the Apoca-
lypse, and the conceptions they had formed of prophetie
scripture, if they had formed any, became confused and
obscure; they waited for light, but darkness continued
to surround them.

Through the dreary tract of the ages of darkness
scarcely a vestige of millennarian sentiments is to be
traced, but the dormancy of the doctrine was inter-
rupted by the rousing events, the moral earthquake
of the Reformation. The Anabaptists in Germany,
and, some time after, the Fifth Monarchy men in
England carried their notions to the extreme of infatua-
tion, and created a destructive ferment around them.
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At lemgth the ebullition of enthusiasm subsided, and
the fiery zeal of mistaken men died away. Since
that time -till within a very few years the millennarian
cause has excited little interest ‘and occasioned little
disturbance. The writings of Mede in the seventeenth
eentury revived indeed in a measure the ancient doctrine,
and individual writers have at one time and another be-
tween that time and the present sent forth their specula-
tions, advecating substantially the same views. Within
the period, however, of five or six years, the subject has
acquired anew a considerable degree of prominence,
and given rise, particularly in England, to an animated
controversy, which is yet dividing the ranks of biblists
and theologians. 'The letter-men and the allegorists of
the three first centuries are revived in the literalists and
the spiritualists of the present day.

The sentiments of those in modern times who may
be ranked under these two heads may be gathered with
sufficient distinctness from the ensuing series of extracts
from their prineipal writers.

1. Thkose who hold to the personal reign of Christ on
earik during the thousand years. ’

Of this elass the venerable Joseph Mede, born 15886,
died 1638, one of the profoundest Biblical scholars of
the English church, of whom it was said that in the
explication of the mysterious passages of scripture, ¢ he
discerned the day before others had opened their eyes,’
may be eonsidered in modern times the father. He was
distinguished for the diffidence, modesty, and caution
with which he broached his opinions on these recondite
subjeete.  As to the character of the expected millennial
. F
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kingdom of Christ, the following is his unpresuming
language :—

% What the quality of this reign should be, which is so
singularly differenced from the reign of Christ hitherto,
is neither easy nor safe to determine, further than that
it should be the reign of our Savior’s victory over his
enemies, wherein Satan being bound up from deceiving
the nations any more, till the time of his reign be fulfilled,
the Church should consequently enjoy a most blissful
peace and happy security from the heretical apostacies
and calamitous sufferings of former times ; but here (if
any where) the known shipwrecks of those who have
been too venturous should make us most wary and care-
ful, that we admit nothing into our imaginations which
may cross or impeach any catholic tenet of the Christian
faith, as also to beware of gross and carnal conceits of
Epicurean happiness, misbeseeming the spiritual purity of
saints. If we conceit any delights, let them be spiritual.
The presence of Christ in this kingdom will no doubt be
glorious and evident, yet I dare not so much as imagine
(which some ancients seem to have thought) that it
should be a visible converse on earth. Yet we grant,
he will appear and be visibly revealed from heaven ;
especially for the calling and gathering of his ancient
people, for whom in the days of old he did so many
wonders.”—Mede’s Works, Book iii. Rem. ch. xii. p. 603.

The subsequent testimony of the excellent Joseph.
Caryll, author of a Commentary on Job, is prefixed to
a work published by Nathaniel Holmes, D.D. during -
the period of the English Commonwealth :—

“That all the saints shall reign with Christ a thoysand.
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years on earth, in a wonderful, both spiritual and visible,
glorious manner before the time of the ultimate and
general resurrection, is a position which, though not a
few have hesitated about and some opposed, yet has
gained ground in the hearts and judgments of very many
both ‘brave and godly men, who have left us divers
essays and discourses upon this subject. And having
perused the learned and laborious travails of this author,
I conceive that the church of God hath not hitherto seen
this great point so clearly stated, so largely discussed, so
strongly confirmed, not only by the testimony of ancient
and modern writers of all sorts, but by the Holy Secrip-
tures throughout, as it is presented in this book. Wherein
also divers other considerable points are collaterally han-
dled, all tending to set forth the catastrophe and result
of all the troubles and hopes of such as fear God, as the
preface to their eternal bliss. And whereas some have
been and still are apt to abuse this dottrine by making
it an occasion to the flesh, and of heating themselves in
the expectation of a carnal liberty and a worldly glory,
I find that this author hath cautiously forelaid and pre-
vented all such abuses, by showing the exceeding spir-
itualness and holiness of this state, to which as none but
the truly holy shall attain, or having attained it, they
shall walk in the height of holiness. And therefore I
judge this book very useful for the saints and worthy of
the public view.”—Congreg. Magaz. New Series, vol.
v. p. 39.

Approaching nearer to our own times, Dr. Gill stands
forth conspicuously among his contemporaries as a dis-
tinguished advocate of millennarianism.
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“ There will be a personal and glorious appearance
of the Son of God, ‘the Lord himself shall descend
(1 Thess. 4. 16.) not by his Spirit or the communication
of his grace, or by his gracious presence as before ; but
in person he will descend from the third heaven, where
he is in our nature, into the air where he will be visible;
every eye shall see him when he cometh with clouds, or
in the clouds of heaven, which will be his chariot; he
will descend on earth at the proper time ; and his feet
shall stand upon the Mount of Olives; on that spot of
ground from whence he ascended to heaven. Job seems
to have this descent of his in view when he says, ¢ He
shall stand at the latter day upon the earth; which
seems to respect not so much his first coming as his
second, since it is connected with the resurrection of the
dead. There will be (aleo) a resurrection of the bodies
of the saints ; the dead in Christ, who died in union with
him, believers in him, and partakers of his grace shall
rise first: they will have the dominion over the wicked
in the morning of the resurrection, who will not rise
until the end of that day; there will be a thousand
years distance between the resurrection of the one and
that of the other; hence the resurrection of the just as
that is named in distinction from that of the unjust, is
called the first resurrection, Rev. 20. 5, 6.”

Afier mentioning the change of living saints, their
being caught up to meet the Lord in the air, and the
conflagration of the material heavens and earth, he pro-
ceeds :— :

“Then there will succeed new heavens and a new
earth, which God has. promised, and. which the Apostle
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Peter says, saints look for according to his promise;
and of which the Apostle John had a vision. To this
new earth Christ will descend, and he will dwell in it
here ; the tabernacle of God will be with men, and he
shall dwell with them ; this shall be the seat of Christ’s
personal reign ; here he will reign before his ancients glo-
riously ; here he will have his palace and keep his court,
and display his glory and the greatness of his majesty ;
-and here his people will dwell with him, who wil now
be all righteous, perfectly so, even righteousness itself;
for in these new heavens and new earth will dwell
righteousness ; nothing shall enter into this glorious New
Jerusalem-state that worketh abomination or maketh a
lie; it will be a perfectly holy city, consisting wholly of
holy persons; wherefore blessed and holy is he that
hath part in the first resurrection : nor will there be any
enemy to annoy the saints in this state ; the wicked will
be all burnt and destroyed at the general conflagration ;
the beast and the false prophet, before this, will be cast
alive into the lake of fire burning with brimstone ; Satan
will be bound by Christ, and cast into the bottomless
pit, where he will remain till the thousand years are
fulfilled : for so long will this state centinue ; so long
will Satan be bound; so long the saints will live and
reign with Christ; this will be the day of the Lord,
which is a thousand years, and which thousand years
will be as one day. As the elose of these years Satan
will be loosed again, and the wicked dead will be raised ;
which, with the whole pesse of devils, will make the
Gog and Magog army, who shall be in the four quarters
of the world, and. go up on the breadth of the earth;
F2
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and whose number shall be as the sand of the sea, being
all the wicked that have been from the beginning of the
world ; a large army indeed, such a one as never was
before, consisting of enraged devils, and of men raised
with all that malice and wickedness they died in, with
Satan at the head of them; by whom they will be ani-
mated to make this last feeble and foolish effort for their
recovery and liberty ; in order to which they will com-
pass the camp of the saints about, and the beloved city;
who will be in no manner of pain and uneasiness at the:
appearance of this seeming formidable army; being
clothed with immortality, secured by the power of God,.
and Christ being in person with them; then fire shall
come down from heaven and devour the wicked; the
wrath of God shall seize, distress, and terrify them;
divert them from their purpose, and throw them into the
utmost consternation and confusion ;. and then they shall
be dragged to the tribunal of Christ and stand befora
him, small and great, and be judged according to their
works, and cast into the lake of fire, where they will
be in company with the devil, the beast, and false pro-
phet, and be tormented with them for ever and ever.”—
Gills Sermon on the Glory of the Church of the Latter-
Day, preached London, Dec. 27, 1752,

«“Jt will be gathered from the foregoing statements,
that I expect the personal and visible kingdom of Christ
to rise out of the desolation and ruin of the fourth mon-
archy in the last days of its divided state ; that I believe
no fifth dominant sovereignty similar to the four mon-
archies of Assyria, Persia, Greece, and Rome, will ever
be established upon.earth ; but that. the power of. Christ,.
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when it smites to shivers the last of these monarchies
in its divided state, will establish upon their subverted
thrones the everlasting throne of his grace and media-
torial strength ; that I believe this throne will admit the
subordination of other human sovereignties, and corrob-
erate and support the blessings of civil government and
eoncord through the world : that the glorified saints of
the ¢ first resurrection’ will be associated with Christ in
the direction and consolidation of this peaceful empire ;
and that the world will thus exhibit a gladdening spec-
tacle of a vast population of men still indeed mortal and
subject to occasional ill, but peaceful, generous, disin-
terested, living in concord, and heartfelt union; a union
social, domestic, and pelitical ; attributing all their bless-
ings to the grace and power of Christ, and recognising
his will and love alike in the exercise of power, and in
the submission of obedience; and that the higher man-
agement and control of this world will be in the-hands
first of Churist -himself, and under him in the hands of"
men—of men once like the mortal sojourners they gov-
ern, but now glorified like their Lord, and living amidst
their mortal kindred as benefactors, princes, and: kings.
It is not needful to suppose their presence to be always
apparent to their happy subjects ; but still their visible-
manifestations to be sufficiently frequent to sustain the
mutual allegiance and concord of mankind, to cheer the
intercourse of life, and to perpetuate an abiding recogni-
tion of their intense benevolence and their sovereign
authority.”—Noel's Brief Enguiry, p. 164.

«The events of the history are these:—The twe
forms of Antichrist, the beast and the false prophet,
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being taken alive and cast into the lake of fire, and the
kings of the earth confederate under their banners,
being slain ; the devil, prime moverof the earth’s wick-
edness and misery, is restrained in chains within the
bottomless pit, and straightway the first resurrection
ensueth, and Christ with his rising saints takes the reins
of the government of the earth. The earth, thus de-
livered from the headship of Satan and wicked men, re-
joiceth in great blessedness, under the headship of Christ
and righteous men raised from the dead. And thes
things shall stand constituted for the period of the thou-
sand years ;—whether literal years we say net, nor
doth it at all concern us, but certainly a limited time,
however short or long, and certainly not shorter than a
thousand literal years. At the end of which finite time,
the wickedness of men haply increasing, and the grace
of God being accomplished, Satan shall be loosed, and
men in this bitter eondition shall be tried ;- and it shall
appear that except the Jewish people who are under a
covenant of their own (Ezek. 16.), all the nations, en-
vious haply of that distinction, and disobedient to their
supremacy, shall give way, and come up in proud revolt
to try their might against the people of God’s covenant,
and against his holy city, which hath its seat within
these bounds. This last confederacy of evil is written
in the language of Ezekiel’s vision of Gog and Magog
{chaps. 38, and 39.), and will find its best illus-
trations from that cenfederacy of the nations against
Israel settled in their own land, before the millenninm
commenceth. Then it is that Ged. shall interfere and
show hjs mighty power in Chnist, whe shall consume
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them with fire out of heaven.”—Rev. E. Irving’s Lect.
on the Rev., vol. i. p. 86, 81. Lond. 1831.

[ believe that the dispersed of Israel, baving been
gathered into one, and nationatly restored to the land of
their fathers ; that the secular empire of Rome, exhibe -
ited at presemt in its divided form of the various prin-
cipalities of Europe, having been revolutiomised and
desolated ; that the Turkish empire having undergone a
similar fate ; that the ecclesiastical dominion of popery
having been thrown down with a violent hand, as when
the angel plunged the mill-stone into the sea; that all
earth-born power whatsoever having been abolished
throughout the world ; and that Satan having been ex-

. pelled from the government which he has usurped so
extensively—then shall the Lord Jesus Christ, revealed
from heaven in his glorified humanity, himself assume the
power,and reign on earth as universal king: atwhich time
he shall to a considerable extent restore this globe to its
primitive order, beauty, and fertility ; give the saints who
are dead a resurrection from the grave ; transform them
who are alive ; liken them in glory to his glorified self;
and assemble them in the New Jerusalem, where they
shall dwell and reign with Him.——That this reign of
righteousness and peace shall continue for at least one
thousand solar years, after which Satan shall be loosed
again, and prevail to the seduction of many, till the
defecton have reached such a height, that the rebels
shall make an attempt on the sanctity of the New Jeru-
salem, when signal vengeance shall miraculously over-
take them.—That then shall the trumpet blow its dread-
ful blast to the Second Resurrection, when all the dead
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wicked shall also be raised, and judged, and consigned
over to the second death.—That this being transacted,
the Son shall deliver up the kingdom to the Father,
having completed his mediatorial work.—What shall
succeed this I know not particularly, further than that I
do not believe that the earth shall be annihilated, but
that rectified and beautified it shall last for ever, as the
happy abode of the saints.”—Anderson’s Apol. for
Millen. Doctrine, part i. p. 1, 2. Glasg. 1830.

That the sentiments of modern millennarians are, in
their leading features, but the revival of the ancient
doctrine as held by Justin Martyr, Irenwmus, and Lac-
tantius, is rendered indubitable, we think, by the fore-
going extracts. And if, as we have endeavoured to
show, the doctrine of the fathers was merely a trans
plantation of the Jewish tenet into the Christian church,
it follows that the modern hypothesis can claim for
itself no other origin. We are aware indeed that there
are two passages of scripture which are pressed into
the service of this theory, and upon which great reli-
ance is placed as containing all but a positive demon-
stration of its truth. The first is Ps. 90. 4, ¢ For a .
thousand years in thy sight are but as yesterday when
it is past, and as a watch in the night’ The second,
which is supposed to be a quotation of the former,
occurs 2 Pet. 3. 8. « Beloved, be not ignorant of this
one thing, that one day is with the Lord as a thousand
years, and a thousand years as one day.” How this
language is understood in connexion with the millenna-
rian ‘notion will appear from the following comment,
although the author does not in other points agree with
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that school. ¢ He says, ¢ Be not ignorant of this one
thing, that one day is with the Lord as a thousand
years, and a thousand years as one day.” By this ex-
pression, ¢ this one thing,’ he plainly shows that it is
not used as a general expression; for in that way it is
as true, and might as well be said, that one day is with
the Lord as a million of years. To show that he used
the expression in a very particular sense, the apostle
repeats it, ¢ that a thousand years are as one day.” It
is highly probable, that it is in reference to some such
division of time as the ages of the world into seven
millennaries, and the seventh of these a sabbatism, that
six days were spent in the creation of the world, and
that the seventh was sanctified for a sabbath. The
Almighty Creator could have made the world in a mo-
ment, as easily as in six days ; and for any thing which
we know, another day or another proportion of time
might have been as fit for a sabbath as the seventh.”—
Joknston on the Revelation, vol. ii. p. 326.

Mede speaks to the same effect. After giving the
following as a correct paraphrase of the words :—* But
whereas I mentioned the day of judgment, lest ye might
mistake it for a short day, or a day of a few hours, I
would not, beloved, have you ignorant, that one day is
with the Lord as a thousand years, and a thousand years
as one day”—he observes ;—* Thus I expound these
words by way of a preoccupation or premunition; be-
cause they are the formal words of the Jewish doctors
when they speak of the day of judgment or day of Christ,
as St. Peter here doth ; viz. ¢ Una dies Det Sancti Bene-
dicti sunt mille anni’—* A thousand years are one day
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of the Holy Blessed God.’ And though they use to
quote that of the ninetieth Psalm, ( Mille anni in oculis
tuis sicut dies hesternus’—A thousand years in thy
sight are as yesterday,) for confirmation thereof, yet
are not those words formally in the Psalm. So that St.
Peter in this passage seems rather to have had respect
to that common saying of the Jews in this argument, than
to the words of the Psalm, where the words, ¢ Oune day
with the Lord is as a thousand years,’ are not, though
the latter part of the sentence, ¢ a thousand years as ons
day,’ may allude thither; as the Jews also were wons
to bring it for a confirmation of the former. 2. Thess
words are eommonly taken as an argument why God
should not be thought ¢slack in his promise’ (which
follows in the next verse); but the first fathers took #
otherwise ; and besides it proves it not. For the ques-
tion is not, whether the time be long or short in respeu
of God, but whether it be long or short in respeet
of us; otherwise not only a thousand but an hundred
thousand years are in the eyes of God no movre than one
day is to us, and so it would not seem long to God if the
day of judgment should be deferred till then.”—Mede’s
Works, Book iit. p. 611.

Of the interpretation of this passage given by the
writers now cited it may be said, that the allusion to the
traditionary hebdomadal division of time, if it do exist
in the words, is so extremely covert that it will ever be
lisble to be questioned or demied. The evidence by
which such an interpretation is to he demonstratively
shewn to be the true one is and always must be wanting.
One man may be-firm in the belief that such is: indeed
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the very drift of the apostle’s words, but as he can bring
mo argument but the conviction of his own mind or that
of other men, to affect the credence of another, he
ought not to deem it surprising if he does not succeed
in gaining his assent to an opinion which cannot be
proved to be true. All that can be said of it is, that
while on the one hand it cannot be shown to be true, on
the other it cannot be proved to be false.

But even admitting the justness of the millennarian
construction of this passage, it still leaves the main point
as unsettled as before ; viz. the identity of the seventh
millennary of thre world with the millennium of John in
the Apocalypse. This is a point which all the writers
of the millennarian school have uniformly taken for
granted without requiring or advancing the least shadow
of proof. In this respect therefore the whole theory
labors under a radical, and we fear a fatal, defect of
evidence. But we proceed to state the opinions—

II. Of those who deny the personal, but maintain the
spiritual, reign of Christ on earth, for the period of a

_ thousand years. )

Chiliasts, or Millennarians, is a name which, from an
early period, has been bestowed upon such as have
been looking for a seventh millennium, in which our
Lord Jesus Christ should personally appear and reign
with his people on earth. But others also, not so de-
nominated, have expected, and do expect, a #piritual
reign on earth for a thousand years. This class em-
braces a large majority of the Christian world at the
present day. They agree with the former for the most
part in regard to the time of the millennium, but differ

G
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ing this thousand years; and in this both Dr. Burnet and
Mr. Mede expressly: have renounced their doctrines®

2. Though I dare not absolutely deny what they all
positively affirm, that the city of Jerusalem shall be then
rebuilt, and the converted Jews shall return to it, because
this probably may be collected from those words of
Christ, ¢Jerusalem shall be trodden down till the time
of the Gentiles is come,” Luke '21. 24, and all the
prophets. seem to declare the Jews shall then return to
their own land, Jer. 31. 38-40, yet do I confidently
deny what Barnabas and others of them do contend for,
viz. that the temple of Jerusalem shall be then built
again ; for this is contrary not only to the plain declara-
tion of St. John, who saith, ‘I saw no. temple in. this
New Jerusalem,” Rev. 21. 22, whence I infer there is
to be no temple in any part of it ; but.to the whole de-
sign of the epistle to the Hebrews which is to shew the
dissolution of the temple service, for the weakness and
unprofitableness of it; (and) that the Jewish tabernacle
was only a figure of the true and ¢ more perfect taber-
nacle which the Lord pitched, and not man;’ the Jewish
sanctuary only a worldly sanctuary, a pattern and a
figure of the heavenly one into which Christ our high
priest is entered, Heb. 8. 2,—9. 2,—11. 23,24. Now
such a temple, such a sanctuary, and such service, can-
Bot be suitable to the most glorious and splendid times
of the Christian church ; and therefore the apostle saith,

* This may be questioned. These writers-have modified the
ereed of the ancients on. this. subject, without renouncing it.
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*The Lord God omnipotent, and the Lamb, shall be
their temple.’

3. 1 differ both from the ancient and the modern mil.
lennaries, as far as they assert that this shall be a reign
of such Christians as have suffered under the heathen
persecutors ; or by the rage of Antichrist ; (I) making it
only a reign of the converted Jews and of the Gentiles
then flowing inte them, and uniting into one church
with them. This I believe to be indeed the truth of
this mistaken doctrine.”—Waitby's Treatise on the
True Millennium, p. 9, 10.

Thus speaks Dr. Bogue.

« Having noticed these erroneous views of the doc-
trine, allow me to mention, in a few words, what I con~
ceive to be the Millennium of the Christian Church,—
which God has graciously revealed by his servants the
Prophets. It appears, then, that there will be far more
eminent measures of divine knowledge ; of holiness of
heart and life; and of spiritual comsolation and joy,. in
the souls of the disciples of Christ, than the world has
yet seen : and these will not be the attainments of a few
Christians, butof the general mass. This delightful
internal state of the Church will be accompanied with
such a portion of external prosperity and peace, and
sbundance of all temporal blessings, as men never knew
before. The boundaries of the kingdom of Christ wilk
be extended from the rising to the going down of the:
sun; and Antichristianism, Deism, Mahometanism, Pa~
ganism, and’ Judaism, shall all be destroyed and give.
place to the Redeemer’s throne. By the preaching of’
the Gospel, the reading of the Bible, and the zeal of

G
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Christians in every station ; by the judgments of heavem
on the children of men for their iniquities ; above all, by
the mighty effieacy of the Holy Ghost, will the glory
of the latter days be brought about. Religion will thea
be the grand business of mankind. The generality will
be truly pious; and those who are not- will be incon-
siderable in number, and most probably be anxious to
conceal their real character; and their sentiments and
practice have no real weight or influence on the publie
mind. The earnest desire which every pious soul must
feel for the long continuance of this glory, will be grat-
ified to hear, that the time mentioned in prophetic lan-
guage, as the period of its duration, is a thousand years.
Such I believe to be the doctrine of the Millennium.”—
Bogue's Disc. on the Millen. p. 18.

« By the millennium, I do not understand such a state
as accords to any of the many superstitious and enthue
siastic descriptions of the renovation of the earth after
the general conflagration, of the first resurrection of the
bodies of the saints to live again for a thousand years
upon that renovated earth, and of the personal reign of
Christ for a thousand years on earth ; which have been
published to the world even by men of considerable note.
These conjectures I reject, because there is no founda-
tion for them in scripture; and they are highly unrea.
sonable and improbable in themselves, so far as we are
capable of judging on such a subject. But by the mil-
lennium I understand a triumphant state of the kingdom
of God or true religion of Jesus on earth for a thousand
years. This kingdom of God is righteousness, truth,
peace, and joy in the Holy Ghost. This kingdom, cons
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sisting of these four constituens parts, shall be in a
wriumphant state during the whole millennium. Then
mankind shall in a very high degree be freed from
ignorance and error; shall love, study, and know the
truth on every subject in which they have any concern,
and especially en_the subject of religion. Universal
righteousness shall prevail. They shall pay that regard
to the perfect and meritorious righteousness of Christ,
which accords to truth, to the perfection of the divine
law, to the infinitude of divine justice, to its own perfec-
tion, to: their need of it, and to the gracious purpose of
God in sending Christ into this werld to fulfil all right-
eousness. They shall love and praciise righteousness
to God, to their brethren of mankind, to all the creatures
of God with whom they have intercourse, and to them-
-selves, in all its branches : and they shall make perpetual
progress in truth and righteousness. Universal peace
shall prevail on the earth. Men, as individuals, shall
enjoy peace with God, and peace of conscience ; as con-
- nected in society, they shall live in peace with their
neighbore, whether in smaller or larger societies. Pri-
vate quarrels and public wars shall cease to the ends of
the earth. The brute creation, treated with gentleness
by men, shall become much more gentle and harmless
to them and to one another than they are now. Uni-
versal joy shall abound. That joy which is pure and
exalted happiness, that joy which is congenial to a mind
renewed and sanctified by the Holy Ghost. Not only
shall all public affairs be conducted with prosperity and
joy, but individuals also shall be happy. They shall
be blessed with that joy, which is inseparable from high
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sttainments in truth, righteousness, and peace. Such,
in & certain degree, shall be the situation of the whole
world during these thousand years; and in a very high
degree of every part of it, except that styled Gog and
Magog.”—Johnaston on the Rev. vol. ii. p. 810, 311.

As our views upon the whole subjet of the millen-
nium will be given in full in the sequel, it will be unne-
cessary to anticipate here the remarks which we should
otherwise have to offer upon these quotations. Error
is more effectunlly subverted by the establishment of
wuth. The light in which we view them will disclose .
itself as we advance. We are now prepared to enter
upon the direct consideration of the subject.
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CHAPTER IIL

EXPLICATION OF THE S8YMBOL OF THE DRAGON.

The Binding of Satan or the Dragon the main feature of the
anticipated Millennium—Necessary to determine the Import
of this Symbolical Action—This cannot be done without
first fixing the import of the Dragon himself as a Symbol—
‘With this view the Vision of the Dragon, Rev. xii., minutely
considered—The sun-clad and star-crowned Woman ex-
plained—The Dragon shown to be a symbol of Paganism—
The War between Michael and the Dragon explained—The
remaining Circumstances of the Vision explained—Objections
answered—Reflections.

~ Tae grand characteristic of the Millennium described

by John is the binding of Satan or the Dragon. * And
I saw an angel come down from heaven, having the key
of the bottomless pit and a great chain in his hand.
And he laid hold on the Dragon, that old serpent, which
is the Devil, and Satan, and beund him a thousand
years.” Now as the whole book of the Apeecalypse is
marked by a sustained unity of eharacter, imparting its
revelations not in literal but in figurative language, this
is to be regarded as a symbolical action, forming a part
of the tissue of visionary scenery running through the
book, every portion of which: is to. be interpreted in con-
sistency with the structure of the whole. In this sense,
that may be said with peculiar propriety of the Revela-
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tion of John which is elsewhere said of the whole
Scriptures, that no propheoy is of amy private interpre-
tation ; i. e. no prophecy is of an fsolated interpreta-
tion ; but is to be regarded as a constituent portion of a
general system of prophecy, and therefore unsuscepti-
ble of a just and genuine interpretation when viewed
gpart from its peculiar relations and dependencies. K,
then, we would establish the exposition of the scriptural
doctrine of the Millennium upon its legitimate basis, it
is indispensably requisite that the import of this sym-
bolical action, the binding of Satan, should be deter-
mined in the outset. But how can this be ascertained
without fixing in the first instance the hieroglyphical
significancy of Satan or the Dragon himself? Here, if
we mistake not, has lain the prime and radical exror of
nearly all commentators upon the Apocalypse, and of
most of the modern advocates of.a future Millennium.
They have understood this title in its literal sense, as
the designation of the prinee of evil spirits acting ex-
clusively in his appropriate character of spiritual agent,
tempting and inciting the minds of men to sin. But as
8atan in this connexion is indubitably identified with the
Dragon of a former vision, and as the Dragon, from his
being represented with seven heads and ten horns, and
from the other peculiar attributes ascribed to him, must
stand as the hicroglyphical representative of some sub-
tantial persecuting power, it is obvious that the epithet
Satan or Devil, in its prophetie bearings, must point to
something else than a mere disastrous influence putting
itself forth upon the sentient spirits of men.

To the task therefore of determining, socording to the
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principles 6f symbolic interpretation, the legitimate scope
of this emblem, we now address ourselves; a pur-
pose in the prosecution of which it will be necessary to
enter into a minute and eritical analysis of other pas-
sages in the book where the mention of this ill-omened
personage occurs. In this mode of conducting the en-
quiry we shall in fact embrace a connected history of
the Dragon in his successive prophetical developments, '
tracing him through the three grand stages of his mani-
festation ; in which he appears, (1.) as holding a pre-
eminence in the Apocalyptic heaven; (2.) as cast down
from thence to the earth; (3.) as degraded from the
surface of the earth to a place of confinement in its sub-
terranean abysses.

As he is first ushered to view in the twelfth chap-
ter of the Revelation, we shall commence our investi-
- gation with a detailed exposition of that part of the
book, the results of which will be subsequently applied
to the elucidation of the twentieth, as it is upon the
right ifiterpretation of the twentieth that the whole doe-
trine of the Millennium hinges. Our enquiry may con-
duct us over, a pretty wide field of research, but we
flatter ourselves that the reader will find enough on the
way of curious and rare to reward the toil of travel.

REVELATION, CHAP. XII.

1. And there appeared a great wonder in heaven ; a
wdman clothed with the sun, and the moon under her
feet, and-upon her head a crown of twelve stars: 2.
And she, being with child, cried, travailing in birth, and
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pained to be delivered. 3. And there zpmeared another
wonder in heaven ; and behold a great red dragon, haw
ing seven heads and ten horns, and seven crowns upon
his heads. 4. And his tail drew the third part of the
stars of heaven, and did cast them to the earth: and the
dragon stood before the woman which was ready to be
delivered, for to devour her child as soon as it was born.
5. And she brought forth a man child, who was to rule
all nations with a rod of iron : and her child was caught
up unto God, and to his throne. 6. And the woman
fled into the wilderness, where she hath a place pre-
pared of God, that they should feed her there a thou-
sand two hundred and threescore days. 7. And there
was war in heaven: Michael and his angels fought
against the dragon : and the dragon fought and his an-
. gels, 8. And prevailed not; neither was their place-
found any more in heaven. 9. And the great dragon
was cast out, that old serpent, called the Devil, and Sas
tan, which deceiveth the whole world : he was cast out
into the earth, and his angels were cast out with him.
10. And I heard a loud voice saying in heaven, Now is
come salvation and strength, and the kingdom of our
God, and the power of his Christ: for the accuser of
our brethren is cast down, which accused them before
our God day and night. 11. And they overcame him -
by the blood of the Lamb, and by the word of their tes-
timony ; and they loved not their lives unto_the death.
12. Therefore rejoice, ye heavens, and ye that dwell in
them. Woe to the inhabitants of the earth and of the
sea, for the devil is come down unto you, having great .
wrath, because he knoweth that he hath but a short
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time, 13. And when the dragon saw that he was cast
umoe the earth, he persecuted the woman which brought
forth the man child. 14. And to the woman were given
two wings of a great eagle, that she might fly into the
wilderness into her plaee, where she is nourished for a
time, and' times, and half a time, from the face of the
serpent. 15. And the serpent cast out of his mouth
water as a flood after the woman, that he might cause
her to be carried away of the flood. 16. And the earth
helped the woman, and the earth opened her mouth, and
swallowed up the flood which the dragon cast out of his
mouth. ' 17. And the dragon was wroth with the woman,
and went to make war with the remnant of her seed,
which keep the commandments of God, and have the
testimony of Jesus Christ.

The book of Revelation is eminently peculiar and
wnique in its structure. The true order of the great
chain of events predicted in it is not to be determined
by the recorded order of the visions in which they are
shadowed forth. On the contrary, it is not unfrequently
the case, that one, two, or three chapters are occupied
with the visionary representation of a train of affairs
extending over a given period of time, and terminating
at a particular epoch, while the chapter immediately
subsequent, taking up another order of occurrences, re-
mounts to a period of antiquity equally remote with the
preceding, and, with a different object in view, conducts
us over the same, or nearly the same, chronological era.
A vision, therefore, at the beginning of the book, may
point ¢o an event occurring in the last ages of time,

H
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while one at the close of the volume may remand us
back for its fulfilment to the primitive periods of Chris-
tianity. The grand canon of Apocalyptic interpretation,
originally laid down by Mede, and since adopted by all
the best commentators, is this :—That the order of the
visions is to be determined, irrespective of any previous
* hypothesis, wholly and solely by the intrinsic charac-
ters of the visions themselves, a careful study of which
will enable one to distinguish with more or less preei-
sion those which synchronize from those which do not.

Tlis has been termed the principle of ¢ abstract syn-
" chronization,’ and certainly affords a clew of the utmost
importance to those who are prompted to thread the
mazes of the Apocalyptic labyrinth. Governed by this
principle, the eminent expositor above mentioned has oc-
cupied a considerable portion of his Clavis Apocalyp-
tica with the independent harmonical sorting and ar-
ranging of the various predictions of the Revelation
which are chronologically connected with each other.
In this he has performed an invaluable service to the
cause of prophetical interpretation. It may be doubted,
indeed, whether he has been uniformly correct in the
particular applications of his principle, but as to the
soundness of the principle itself there can be no ques-
tion.

On the ground, therefore, of this admitted law of ex-
position, we remark, that the chapter before us intro-
duces a vision entirely distinet from all that has pre-
ceded. Its connexion with the foregoing chapter, which
is at first view by no means obvious, may be stated
thus :—The closing verses of that chapter contain the
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account of the sounding of the seventh trumpet, the ve-
hicle of the third woe, which, while it announces the
passing over of the regency of the kingdoms of this
world from the hands of their former despotic and secu-~
lar rulers into the hands of Jesus Christ, their rightful,
all-competent, and spiritual sovereign, proclaims also
the coming of a time of wrath upon the angry nations,
who had hitherto obstructed and still continued to resist
the Savior’s assumption of his legitimate supremacy.
It was now the time of judgment, when they were to be
destroyed who had themselves destroyed or corrupted
the earth. But as yet no exact specification had been
given of the body of men upon whom the desolating
woe of the seventh trumpet was destined to fall. It is
plain indeed, from a subsequent part of the book, that the
subjects of this woe were to exist in the form of the
community symbolically denominated the Beast. As
the Beast, however, was a power which was to act a
very ptominent and conspicuous part in the prophetic
drama, it was peculiarly fitting that the spirit of inspira-
tion should in this matter assume the province of the
historian, and give us a brief but comprehensive sketch
of the origin, rise, progress, career, and catastrophe of
this mystic monster. This accordingly is done in the
series of chapters extending from the thirteenth to the
nineteenth inclusive. But the Beast of the Apocalypse
was the lineal descendant of the Dragon ; it was neces-
sary, therefore, in order to the tracing of the symbolical
pedigree of the Beast, that the narrative should com-
mence with the history of the Dragon, his predecessor,
who * gave him his power, his seat, and great authority.’
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B is for this end, accordingly, that the vision of the
Beast is prefaced with that of the Dragon. The one
would be incomplete without the other. This view of
the subject, which seems not to have occurred to pre-
ceding expositors, will be found, if we mistake not, of
the utmost importance in unravelling the enigmas of the
Revelation. We are persuaded, at least, that in the ex-
plication of the doctrine of the Millennium, no scheme
can be well founded which entirely disregards it.

The prophet, in the course of the supernatural reve-
lations vouchsafed to him in his banishment, beholds a
woman clothed with the sun, having the moon under her
feet, and her head adorned with a diadem or coronet of
twelve stars. This symbolical woman is represented to
the entranced eye of the Seer as upon the eve of giving
birth to a man-child, who was to enter upen a predes-
tined state of authority, in which he should rule all na-
tions with a rod of iron ; a badge of dominion betoken-
ing not so much the severity, as the firmness and
strength of his universal government. At this perilous
juncture, in immediate juxtaposition with the parturient
woman, the Prophet beholds ¢ a great red dragon,’ dis-
tinguished by seven heads and ten horns, while each of
the heads was surmounted with-a kingly crown. « And
ke stood before the -woman for to devour her child as
soon as it should be born.” The child however escapes
the rapacious jaws of the monster. Instead of becom-
ing the victim, he becomes the victor, of the destroyer ;
for being, by divine interposition, caught up.to the throne
of God, he there, under the appellation of ¢ Michael,’ be-
gins a war against the Dragon and his angels, which is
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finally terminated by the utter discomfiture of the latter,
and his dejection, with all his warring legions, from the
ascendancy which he had hitherto possessed. Upon
“this a triumphal song is sung on high—lofty pzans of
praise and gratulation resound through the heavenly re-
gions—and the mutual felicitations of the victors are
mingled with devout ascriptions to that Almighty Power
through which their conquest had been achieved.

Such are the outlines of this significant phantasm re-
plete with a fulness of inspired import. We have here
the sacred hieroglyphic, couching under it a meaning in-
finitely more momentous than the mystic chroniclings of
the monuments of Egypt; and the task now remains of
endeavouring to translate from the pictorial to the verbal
language the burden of the Prophet’s symbols.

And first of the Woman. ¢ A woman clothed with
the sun,” &c. Throughout all antiquity, both sacred
and profane, there is no symbol more frequent or fami-
liar than that by which a female is employed to represent
a community. Cities are often thus depicted upon the
medals, coins, and inscriptions, which have come down
to us from antiquity, and it is not @ little remarkable,
that in an ancient voin commemorative of the Baby-
lonish captivity, the nation of Israel is represented by a
female sitting under a palm-tree overwhelmed in tears.
The phraseology, moreover, in which the Jewish church
is denominated ¢the virgin daughter of Zion," ¢the
daughter of Jerusalem,’ &c. is familiar to every reader
of the scriptures. The ecclesiastical eommunity of
that people is called by Isaiah and Jeremiah a ¢ bride ;’
and Ezek. ch. 16. contains an extended allegory, in

H2
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which the Jewish chureh is represented under the figare
of a female advancing through the periods of chiidhoed
and youth to the age and stature of a woman. Se’
when the Israelites were guilty of idolatry, the nation
is spoken of collectively as an adulteress or harlot.
The same kind of diction prevails in those passages .
which are prophetical of the Christian church. In. Ps.
45. 10-17, she is spoken of as a bride, and the scene
of her nuptials minutely described; while the entire
book of the Canticles is nothing but a continued alle-
gory shadowing forth the mystical union between Christ
- and the church, his spiritual spouse. Similar allusiens
occur in the New Testament. Paul, n 2 Cor. k1. 2,
says, “ I have espoused you to one husband, that I may
present you as a chaste virgin to Christ.” And in the
subsequent parts of this book, the Christian church- is
exhibited under the same emblem where the marriage
of the Lamb is spoken of. The false church also- is
adumbrated by the image of a woman clothed in purple
and scarlet, and drunk with the blood of the saints,
Rev. ch. 17. where the force of the symbol, as pointing
to a body politic,is expressly defined by the interpreting
angel ;— And the woman which thou sawest is that
great city which reigneth over the kings of the earth;”
«City’ here is to be understood in the sense of commu-
nity. In like manner, other communities or polities
beside those which are sacred are denominated by the
same symbolical term. In Isaiah 47. 1, for instance,
the city or kingdom of Babylon is thus apostrophized-:
“ Come down, and sit in the dust, O virgin daughter of
Babylon ;” explained in the Targum by ¢ Regnum con~
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gregationis Babylonie,’—Ringdom of the Babylonian
eongregation ; called ‘daughter of Babylon,’ in the same
manner as Homer has wwdes Axaiwr—vieg Axaian, chil-
dren of the Grecks—sons of the Grecks, for Greeks
simply. We may set it down, therefore, as a conceded
poiut of interpretation, that the Woman in this passage
is the representative of a community, a multitudinous
body of men. This however is advancing but a single
step. in our inquiry. The next point is to identify thie
mystic personage, or to determine the specific community
of which she is the type. In doing this we are forced,
after much deliberation, to remount to a period no less
distant than the transaction in Eden. Fhere, it will be
recollected, it was announced, as the proto-promise of
evangelic mercy, to eur lapsed maternal progenitor, that
a perpetuated enmity should subsist between her (spirit-
wal) seed and the seed of the serpent. The issue,
moreover, of this protraeted feud it was declared should
be the bruising of the head of the serpent by the seed
of the woman. Now it is evident, that, although in the
phrase ¢ seed of the woman,’ a special reference is had
to the Messiah, to whom the title emphatically pertains,
yet it is in effect but another name for a line of descend-
ants of peculiar character, contradistinguished frem the
remnant of her natural pregeny styled the ¢ seed of. the
serpent.”’ For in the sense of physical derivation it is
plain that the ¢ seed of the serpent’ is as truly the seed
of the woman as those who are by way of eminence
expressly so called. Suppose now it were the object of
the Holy Ghost to select an appropriate symbol er
hieroglyphic, by which to adumbrate this eoldective,
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successive, progressive body, as it gradually evolved
itself through a series of ages, should we not say that
that of a ¢ woman’ was peculiarly suited to the purpose !
—especially when it is considered, that the Omniscient
Spirit foresaw that the ransomed portion of human kind
were to sustain to their divine Ransomer the conjugal
relation? If this be conceded, if it be admitted that
the ¢ woman’ of this vision is but a collective designation
of the spiritual seed of Eve, it will obviously follow,
that the predicted line of the woman’s seed is to be
traced in the history of the Jewish church. The true
church of God, therefore, as existing in the nation of
Israel, is the sun-clad woman of the Apocalypse. We
do not say that the Jewish nation as such constitutes
the substance of this prophetical shadow, but the trus
church, as embodied in that nation, and which by conti-
nuity of being under a change of form passed into the
Christian church under the new economy. For we find
this woman, long after the dissolution of the Jewish
state, represented as flying into the wilderness, and
there subsisting for the space of 1260 years, which is
undoubtedly to be.understood not of the Israelitish
nation, but of the church of Christ. The object of the
Holy Spirit, however, in this part of the vision, was to
portray the true church in a form adapted to its ante-
Christian state, and the imagery has therefore mainly a
Jewish aspect. Guided by this clew, the solution of the
symbols is not diflicult. In the possession of the sun-
light of revelation during every period of her ecclesias-
tical existence, we see what is implied in the radiant -
investment of solar glory in which she shone forth. In
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the twelve patriarchs of the old dispensation, to which
the twelve apostles of the new corresponded, we see
the crown of twelve stars adorning her reverend brows.
In the subserviency of the moon to the uses of the
Jewish church, in regulating the fasts, feasts, and con-
vocations of that primitive economy, we learn the drift
of the emblem, ¢ the moon under her feet,’ a station in-
dicative not of degradation, but of ministry; as a ser-
vant at the feet of his master is not there to be trampled
upon, but to be at his beck and bidding. While of the
circumstance of the woman’s being upon the eve of the
maternal relation, we have to look for a solution merely
to. the faet, that through a tract of ages the Jewish
church was pregnant with the promise of the Messiah.
In the womb of her faith and hope reposed for ages
the unborn ¢desire of nations.’” And as the destined
- mother anticipates with earnest solicitude the natal hour
of her expected offspring, so did the covenant race long
for the ushering into life of their promised Lord and
King.

We have thus, we imagine, paved the way for the
unravelling of the other portions of the scemery of this
remarkable vision. We have seen that the Apocalyptie
Woman is a designed impersonation of a continuous line
or succession of men, stamped with the seal of a pecu-
Hlar character, and extending from the primeval epoch of
secovered grace down to the period of Christ’s nativity.
And we beg leave to remark, that this idea of continuity,
of progressiveness, of gradual developement, is all<im-
portant to the right explication of the imagery.

We new proceed to the symbol of the Dragon.
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«Behold a great red dragon, having seven heads and
ten horns,” &c. The fact which we may consider as
established, that the Woman represents the ¢seed of
the woman,’ will prepare us for the assumption, that the
Dragon or the Serpent, for these words are used inter-
changeably, represents the ¢seed of the serpent,’ as
progressively evolving itself in the course of natural
generation and characteristic action from age to age. .
For the vision does not contemplate any one particular
period of time, but portrays by a stationary symbol
a moving series of events. Here then we have vividly
depicted before us, in their appropriate emblems, the
two great antagonist seeds which have divided the
-family of man from the beginning, ranged in direct hos-
tility to each other, and running in parallel lines of an-
tithetic existence through the lapse of many centuries.
- But the scope of the vision is undoubtedly designed to
represent the seed of the serpent under a peculiar aspect,
viz. as a persecuting power. It is important therefore
that our conceptions of it should be still more distinct.
In a subsequent verse, after the account of the battle
and its issue which ensued between Michael and the
Dragon, it is said, that ¢the great dragon was cast out,
that old serpent, called the Devil and Satan, which
deceiveth the whole world.’ This affords an item of
information of great moment. The Dragon is here
obviously identified with the Devil or Satan, so that if
the one is, in this book, an allegorical being, the other
is 8o also. His titles, it will be observed, are recited
with the utmost particularity. As a magistrate, in mak
ing out a warrant for the apprehension of a villain who



THE MILLENNIUM. ot

had palmed himself upon the public by different names,
would be careful to specify them all by the prefix of an
alias, so the Spirit, in the present instance, studiously
specifies the various designations of this grand adver-
sary, as if to preclude the possibility of mistake. ¢ The
great dragon, alias the old serpent, alias the Devil,
alias Satan ;—by whatever appellation he may be dis-
tinguished, here he is; you may know him by his
escutcheon.” Of the two great belligerent parties,
therefore, which figured in this world'’s history for at
least 4000 years prior to the Saviour’s advent, and who
are here shown confronting each other in hostile array,
one we learn upon divine authority is the Devil. The
interesting inquiry at once arises, Upon what grounds is
the being denominated the Devil portrayed in such ter-
rific guise? What mean his seven heads crowned with
the badges of royalty? What is implied in the circum-
stance of his standing, with menacing rapacity, intent
to devour the expected birth of the woman? These
characters but ill accord with the idea of a merely spi-
ritual agency put forth upon the minds of men. A
more substantial and palpable power of evil is certainly
represented by the image. In attempting to solve the
mystery we observe, that if the Devil or Satan be iden-
tical with the Dragon of the Apocalypse, and if the
Dragon be but a symbolical personification of the col-
lective body of the serpent’s seed, then the Devil also,
far from being a mere abstraction or a purely spiritual
entity, is but the symbolical title of a vast society of
wicked men, pervaded and imbued by the spirit of ran-
corous hate towards the entire corporation of the right-
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eous, and in that form waging an incessant' war against
them. ~Consequently we arrive at the conclusion, that
the foul and disastrous machinations of the Devd, so far
as he is to be conceived of abstractly from the system
which he actuates, has been in all ages directed not
merely against the souls, but against the bodies of men;
that he has come upon them not merely in the character
of an inward tempter moving and enticing their minds
to sin, but that he has employed a system of agencies
with a view to the infliction of various pkysical evils
bearing with tremendous weight upon their individual
and social state. Consulting the records of the human
race in the pages of history, we learn that it has been
by means of an array of organised instrumentalities in
the form of tyrannical governments, backed by false
religions, that the seed of the serpent have waged their
unhallowed warfare against the seed of the woman, the
sons of sanctity. It has been through the agency of
despotic kings and bigoted priests,—of monarchies and
hierarchies,—that the grievous and untold sufferings of
the mass of men have in all ages been visited upon
them. This assuredly has been the grand character of
the satanic devices. This has been the master-plot of
this arch-contriver of political and moral mischief to
the human race. From the days of Nimrod, when
that mighty hunter erected, on the plains of Shinar, the
ancient Babylon as the metropolis of an intended uni-
versal monarchy, the greatest scourge which has rested
upon the earth, that which has breathed with most
effect its blasting mildews over the harvest-field of the
human mind, has existed in the form of great consoli-
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ited governments, founded upon despotic principles,
forced by gloomy superstitions, and upheld by the
rrors of the sword, the rack, the block, and the dun-
on. The Devil has imspired these governmental
brics as their prompting genius, and in the language
" prophecy has given them their denomination. He,
is ensconced himself behind the political outworks.
e has plied the secret machinery of the imperial en-
nes, and has been to them in fact in all ages precisely
at which the soul is to the body. We hesitate not,
erefore, to consider the Dragon of the Revelation as a
anding symbol of Paganism, including in that term
e twofold idea of despotic government and false reli-
on. Can a lingering doubt remain of the justness of
is interpretation when we advert to the peculiar cos-
me of the image? ¢ And behold a great red dragon
ving seven heads and seven crowns upon his heads.”
not a crown the symbol of sovereignty? And what
n be understood by the seven crowned heads, but
ven imperial kingdoms which exercised, at different
riods, an oppressive domination over the church?
‘e say, ‘at different periods,’ because, as the symbols
re employed are not to be restricted to any one point
time, but are to be conceived as spreading over a
ag period, we are forced to regard these seven heads
representing seven successive reigning powers, com-
g one after another into existence by gradual accre-
n through the course of centuries, till at the date of
e vision the Dragon had received his entire comple-
snt of heads, and in the Pagan Roman Empire stood
th to the eye of the Prophet in the full maturity of
I
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his age, and in the highest vigour of his action. The
exact specification of the number seven in regard to
these emblematic heads is indeed. a matter of some dif-
ficulty ; but as this number is repeatedly used in the

"sacred volume in an indefinite sense, implying the sum

total, the universality, the perfection of the things -
spoken of, so in the present instance it may simply be
intended to denote all the despotic and oppressive civil
powers which, anterior to the age of the prophet, had
put their yokes upon the necks of the peculiar people.
In this enumeration we cannot mistake in reckoning
Egypt, Babylon, Persia, Greece, and Rome. And if
fuller details of ancient history had remained to us, we
should probably be able at least to complete the cata-
logue. From the fact that John saw each of these heads
actually wearing a crown, whereas, at the time of the
vision, only the Roman head was in reality in being, it
is evident that he was favoured with a lengthened survey
of the chronological career of the Dragon, comprising
the whole term of the disastrous dominance of his
heads. In the subsequent vision of the Beast, the
Dragon’s successor, the crowns had passed from the
heads to the horns, indicating that that sovereignty
which had formerly pertained to the seven successive
Pagan empires had now became concentrated in the
ten independent governments, symbolised by the horne,
into which the Roman Empire in its latter stages had
become divided.

That this interpretation of ‘heads,” as a prophetic
symbol, rests upon something more than mere conjec-
ture will appear from a consideration of the nature of
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symbolic language. “ We must note,” says Daubuz,
ssthat the governing part of the political world appears un-
der symbols of different species ; and that it is variously
represented according to the various kinds of allegories.
If the allegory be derived from the sensible world, then
the luminaries denote the governing part; if from an
animal, the head or hons ; if from the earth, a moun-
tain or fortress; and in this case the capital city, or
residence of the governor, is taken for the supreme’; by
which it happens that these mutually illustrate each
other. 8o a capital city is the head of the political
body ; the head of the animal is the fortress of the ani-
mal ; mountains are the natural fortresses of the earth;
and therefore a fortress or capital city, though set in a
plain level ground, may be called a mountain. And this
by the rule of analogical metaphors, the terms of which
mutually illustrate each other. Thus head, mountain,
hill, city, horn, and king are in a manner synonymous
terms to signify a kingdom, monarchy, or republic
united under one government ; only with this difference,
that it is to be understood in different respects : for the
head represents it in respect of the capital city ; moun-
tain or hill, in respect of the strength of the metropolis,
which gives law, or is above the adjacent territories ;
and the like. Thus in Is. 2. 2. ¢And it shall come to
pass in the last days that the mountain of the Lord’s
house shall be established in the tops of the mountains,
and shall be exalted above the hills ; and all nations
shall flow unto it.” This needs not to be proved to sig~
nify the kingdom of the Messias. So a capital city is
a head, and taken for the whole territory thereof, as in
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Is. 7. 8, 9, ¢For the kead of Syria is Damascus, and
the Aead of Damascus is Rezin; and the Aead of
Ephraim is Samaria, and the Aead of S8amaria is Rems-
liah’s son.’ Is. 11. 9. ¢ They shall not hurt or destroy
in all my Aoly mountain,’ that is, in all the kingdom of
the Messias, which shall then reach all over the world,
for it follows ; ¢ The earth shall be full of the knowledge
of the Lord.’ Mic. 8. 7, 8. ¢ Contend thou before the
mountains, and let the Aills hear thy voice: hear, ye
mountains, the Lord’s controversy.” The commentators
here say : ¢ Montes hic vocat principes et proceres’—
Ae here calls princes and potentates mountains, citing for
it Ps. 72, 3. Is. 2. 14. Habak. 8. 6. So the whole
Assyrian monarchy is called a mountain in Zech. 4. 7.
¢ Who art thou, O great mountain ? before Zerubbabel
thou shalt become a plain;’ and in Jerem. 51. 25, ¢a
destroying mountain.’ Thus also in Dan. 2. 85. ¢ The
stone that smote the image became a great mountain,
and filled the whole earth ;' that is, the kingdom of the
Messias having destroyed the four monarchies became
an universal monarchy, as it is plainly made out in v.
44, 45. Again, Is. 41. 15. ¢ Thou shalt thresh the
mountains, and shalt make the Aills as chaff.” Targ.
¢ Occides populos, et consumes regna, quasi stipulam
pones eos’—thou shalt slay the people, and shalt con-
sume the kingdoms ; thou shalt make them as stubble.””*
Heads and mountains therefore being synonymous sym-
bols, the seven heads of the Dragon are seven monar-
chies. This is strikingly confirmed by a reference to

% Perpes. Commant. p. 50%
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Rev. 17. 9, 10, where the prophet gives a description of
the Beast which succeeded the Dragan, and whose
power territorially considered was commensurate with .
that of the Dragon, so that the heads in each are a
symbol perfectly equivalent, and which is thus explained
by . the interpreting angel : « Here is the mind Which
hath wisdom. The seven heads are seven mountains,
on which the woman sitteth. And there are seven
kings.” The translation here is unhappy.* By the
sentence being closed at the word ‘sitteth,’ and the next
made to begin thus ; ¢ And there are seven kings,’ the
¢geven kings’ are separated from their antecedents, and
the verb ¢are’ from its nominative, and the reader is led
to suppose that the words ¢there are seven kings’ have
no particular connexion with the seven heads in the pre-
ceding verse. Whereas it is clear from the original, .
that the seven heads are the antecedent both to the seven
- mountains and to the seven kings, and the nominative to
both the verbs which precede the words ¢ mountains’
and ¢kings’ A literal translation would render the
passage thus :—* The seven heads are seven mountains
where the woman sitteth upon them, and they are seven
kings;’ i. e. kingdoms, the uniform sense of the term
¢«kings’ in the style of the prophets. The drift of the
hierophantic angel is to inform the wondering seer, that
¢heads’ and ¢ mountains’ were equivalent symbols, both
denoting ¢ kingdoms.” By the woman’s sitting on seven
mountains, therefore, we are to understand that the Ro-
man Empire, in its ecclesiastical form, embraced within

* Af ‘exra xepadat ‘opn corev ‘ewra, ‘omov ‘n yuwn xabnTar ’sn’ avrwy, kat
Bowidsts ‘swra sowy.
I2



98 TREATISE. O

its limits all those ancient sovereignties which had com~
stituted the heads of the Dragon in former ages, and
which had successively yielded to the Roman arms, and
been merged into constituent parts of its imperial in-
tegrify. As, however, the city of Rome itsell was
seated upon seven hills, there is in the image a simulte-
neous secondary allusion to that far-famed centre of su«
premacy. At the same time we do not hesitate to af-
firm, that the plenitude of the symbol is far from being
exhausted by its application to the Capitoline, Viminal,
Quirinal, and other hills, which constituted the site of
the ¢ eternal city.” “ We must not here forget,” says
the writer above cited, “ as a secondary event or coin-
cidence of this prophecy, that the capital city of the
Dragon’s dominions was placed upon seven heads or
hills. The Roman authors are full of that notion ; and
as if that circumstance were fatal, not only Rome- was
80 built, but also Constantinople or the New Rome, sis-"
ter to the former, was built on seven hills. This, I com
fess, is a kind of fatal coincidence ; but yet the first in-
tention of the Holy Ghost was not to express that, but
that the empire of the Dragon should, in its whole ex-
tent and duration, as also the Beast his successor, con-
sist of seven capital cities or monarchies ; which is the
true meaning of the seven heads, mountains, or kings.
We may not imagine that the Holy Ghost would dwell
wpon so narrow a conceit as that circumstance of the
building of the city, and neglect that remarkable one of
the extent. of the dominions ; besides, that the exposi-
tion of seven kingdoms destroys so trifling a notion of
the seven mountains. There goes about another accouns
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of these seven heads, said to be found out by King James
the First :—that the seven heads were the seven kinds
of government which have been in Rome from its foun-
dation under the kings to the emperors and popes.
This is mightily applauded by Du Moulin, followed by
‘Mede; Jurieu, and who not. But we cannot acquiesce
therein, both upon the account of the true signification
of head or mountain, as we have explained and fully
proved it; and more especially for the following reason:
~That the Holy Ghost deth not use to call any gov-
ernment by any other name but that of kingdom, and so
takes nonotice of what changes might be made in the
lodging of the supreme power in different hauds, pro-
vided it remains in the hands of the same nation. It is
still the same head though it should run threugh many
more sorts of government. A king signifies the pos-
sessor of the supreme power, let it be lodged in one
" person, two, ten, or more ; and a head or capital city is
still the same head, though its power be executed by a
king, consuls, decemvirs, or senate. For we must argue
about the political body as about the animal. ‘The
changes that happen in the animal through the various
nourishment it takes, or the different ages it goes through,
are net wont to make us describe him with different
bodies, heads, or faces, (merely) because the appearance
of these hath sometimes changed; so it is in the polit-
ical body. Many revolutions may happen therein from.
within itself, but as long as the same polity is preserved
in the same city, people, and laws, without making any
thorough or partial change of nation, occasioned by the
force of foreign armies, it is the same political body, and
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the same head too, whilst it is held in the same place,
and the laws of the government are issued from it.
Thus we see that the changes of the ministry make no
alteration of the head ; and by consequence that every.
such change makes not a new and different head.”*
We have proceeded thus far in our explication of. the-
symbol of the Dragon without appealing, in confirmation
of its justness, to any express passage of holy writ.
It will be proper, therefore, to ascertain how far the
usage of the ‘sacred writers in respect to this remarkable
hieroglyphic, goes to authenticate the interpretation now
given. In the seventy-fourth Psalm we meet with &
plaintive lament of .the Psalmist over the desolation and
havoc which the enemies of Zion had wrought within
the limits of the holy land, and even within the precinets
of the sanctuary, the dwelling place of the name of the
Lord of hosts. This is followed by an earnest prayer
for the divine interposition, grounded upon the recollec-
tion of what God had wrought in behalf of his people
in former days, of which the suppliant says, v. 12-14,
¢ For God is. my king of old, working salvatian in the
midst of the earth. Thou didst divide the sea by thy
strength: thou brakest the heads of the dragoas in
the waters. Thou brakest the heads of leviathan in
pieces, and gavest him to be meat to the people inhab-,
iting the wilderness.” This is an evident allusion to
the overthrow of the Egyptian power when the Israelites
were brought out and delivered from their hand. In the
highly figured diction of the prophets the Egyptians

* Perpet, Comment, p. 514,



THE MILLENNIUM. ' 101

are denominated dragons, and Pharaoh himself, their
prince, styled Leviathan, the master-monster of the
deep. Accordingly the Chaldee Targum renders the
pessage, ¢ Tu confregisti capita fortium Pharaonis,’—
thou Aast broken the heads of the mighty men of Pha-
rdoh. ‘The Leviathan is the great Dragon, as we find
by Ps. 104. 26. ¢ There is that leviathan whom thou
hast-made to play therein,’ where Apaxsr—dragon is
the rendering employed by the Seventy. The term is
in faet applied to any huge monster of the serpent kind,
whether aquatic or terrestrial, as even the original
Hebrew word for ¢ whale’ is in some cases rendered by
the Greek term for dragon. As to the expression—
¢ gavest him to be meat to the people inhabiting the wil-
derness’—this is to be understood symbolically, for in
that character flesh is used to denote spoils or riches;
so that the language points to the circumstance of the
Ieraelites carrying with them into the wilderness the
weasures of gold and silver of which they had de-
spoiled their oppressors, both at the time of their de-
parture from Egypt, and when their dead bodies lay
scattered upon the shores of the Red Sea. “Again, Is.
51. 9. ¢Art thon not it that hath cut Rahab, and
wounded the dragon ? Art thou not it which hath dried
up the sea? Here Rahab is Egypt, as has been
elearly proved by Bochart,* and the Dragon is Pharaoh
King of Egypt; strikingly parallel to which is Ezek.
29. 3. ¢ Thus saith the Lord God ; Behold, I am against
thee, Pharach King of Egypt, the great dragon that

* Phaleg. L. IV. ¢, 23,
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lieth in the midst of his rivers.” From his being said
to be an inhabitant of ‘rivers, and from the mention,
v. 4, of his ¢ scales,’ it is not without reason suppesed
that the dragon here alluded to was the Egyptian croce=
dile, and Bochart has remarked that the Arabians call
the crocodile by the name of Pharaoh.* This circum-
stance however does not affect its symbolical import.
In Ezek. 32. 2, the prophet resumes his comparison,
saying, ‘Son of man, take up a lamentation for Pha-
raoh King of Egypt, and say unto him, Thou art like
a young lion of the nations, and thou art as a whale
(Gr. ‘s dpaxav—as a dragon) in the seas.’ If however
we take the word to signify any large creature whate
ever of the serpent species, it amounts to the same
thing. It still denotes a tyrannical persecuting power.
In Is. 27. 1, it is remarkable that the same symbol is-
presented under a striking diversity of titles. ¢In that,
day the Lord with his sore and great and strong sword
shall punish leviathan the piercing serpent, even levia-
than that crooked serpent ; and he shall slay the dragoa
that is in the sea.” Here we have one and the same
thing denominased the Leviathan or Crocodile, the Ser-
pent, and the Dragon. ¢These,’ says Lowth, ‘are used.
allegorically, without doubt, for great potentates, ene-
mies and persecutors of the people of God.’ The pas-
sage is thus paraphrased by the Targumist ;:—¢ In that
time the Lord will visit with his great and strong and

* Bcheiichzer on this passage observes, that among the an-
cients the crocodile was the symbol of Egypt, and appears so
on Roman coins. And to what could a king of Egypt be
more properly compared than to.a crocodile?
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" mighty sword upon the king who is magnified, as Pha-
raoh ‘the first king, and upon the king who is elevated,
as Sennacherib the second king, and shall slay the king
who is potent, as the dragon in the sea.’ These kings
dre called Dragons and Serpents, because enemies to
Israel. Ps. 91. 13. ¢Thou shalt tread upon the lion
and adder; the young lion and the dragon shalt thou
trample under feet ;’ i. e. thou shalt bring thy bitterest
énemies into subjection.

" From all that has now been adduced in relation to
the subject, we infer, that the symbolical import of the
Dragon throughout the Scriptures is that of a vast sys-
tem of civil and religious oppression, perpetuated through
& long course of ages, and which at the time of this
vision, was embodied in the existing Roman Empire, the
last in that series of despotic and Pagan powers which
went to form the completeness of the draconic domin-
ion. But at the period of the vouchsafement of these
visions to John, the Roman Empire embraced within its
limits nearly the whole of the then known world, as is
evident from the words of the Evangelist, Luke, 2. 1,
¢ There went out a decree from Cesar Augustus that
all the world should be taxed ;" meaning all the prov-
inces of the Roman Empire. When it is said there-
fore that the Dragon which was cast out of heaven was
the Old Serpent, called the Devil and Satan, which de-
ceiveth the whole world, we are led at once to conceive
of the ¢ whole world’ as synonymous with the territorial
platform of the Roman Empire, which especially con-
stituted the theatre of the Devil’s or the Dragon’s juris-
diction, and of which he was as it were the actuating
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and presiding genius. Accordingly it was the Romm
Empire as a grand governmental dominion which the
Dragon afterward transferred to the Beast, as it is said
Rev. 13. 2, that ¢ The dragon gave him his power, and
his seat, and great authority.” When we read, therefore;
in the history of the Saviour's temptation, that the Devil
showed him all the kingdoms of the earth and the glory
of them, the explanation doubtless is, that he showed
him the splendour and magnificence of the Roman
power, of which he claimed the lordship, and by his
promising to bestow all this upon Christ provided he
would fall down and worship him, it was but promisinj
in other words that he would make him Cesar, which
he imagined he could safely do, inasmuch as he was
enabled to say, ¢ For that is mine, and to whomsoever
I will, I give it;’ a claim which would seem to be
countenanced by his having afterward made it over to
the Beast. It was his however merely by divine per-
mission or providential economy, and not by original
right. It was for wise reasons, afterward to be devel-
oped, that he was permitted to become the ruling spirit
of that huge despotism.

And here we cannot but remark, that our interpreta-
tion of the symbol of the Dragon receives a strong colla-
teral confirmation from the manner in which the Serpent
has ever been regarded by heathen nations. Through-
out the mythology of the ancients the Serpent, under
some form or other, occupies a very conspicuous place;
and how far this feature of their system is to be traced,
through broken and distorted traditions, to the scriptural
history of the Fall and the symbolical imagery founded
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upon it, would constitute one of the most interesting
subjects of antiquarian research. Bryant, than whom
foew men have ever lived better qualified to prosecute
the inquiry, had he seen fit to embark in it, remarks,
that ¢it would be a noble undertaking, and very edifying
in its consequences, if some person of true learning
and deep insight into antiquity would go through with

the history of the Serpent.’ Scarcely a Pagan nation
" has existed among whom ophiolatry, or serpent-worship,
has not been established, as will appear from the
slightest inspection of their religious hieroglyphics.
The fabulous legends of the poets intertwine with the
dogmas of the priest and the speculations of the philo-
sopher in forming the thread which conducts us to the
imspired origin of the heathen notions on this subject.
The idea so prevalent in the early ages of the world
of the existence of two great opposing Principles, the
8pirit of Good and the Spirit of Evil, the last of which
was ordinarily symbolized by a serpent, unquestionably
refers itself directly to this source. The following
passage, from the treatise of Plutarch on the Isis and
Osiris of the Egyptians, is among the most important
relics of antiquity. After speaking of Typhon, the
Egyptian symbol of the Principle of Evil, he observes:
«This very ancient opinion is derived from the divines
and lawgivers to the poets and philosophers, having an
unknown beginning, that the universe is not a principle
without mind and reason, and ungoverned as if left to
itself, but is governed by two contrary and jarring

* Bryant’s Anc. Myth. vol. i. 473. 4to. ed.
K
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powers, the one leading directly forward to the right,
and the other retrograde and wayward. So that this
life is mixed, and the world irregular and various, and
subject to all manner of .change. For if there be
nothing without a cause, and good cannot afford the
cause of evil, there must be some peculiar generation
and principle containing the nature of evil as well as of
good. And this opinion was held by the mass of the wisest
of men. For they believe that there are two Gods, like
antagonists, the first, the Creator of Good, the latter of
Evil. The better of them they call God, the other
Demon, as they are termed by Zoroaster, the magician
(sage), who is reported to have lived five thousand years
before the Trojan war. He called the first Oromases,
and the other Arimanes; and added, that the first was
most like Light, and the latter like Darkness and Error.™
The name of this evil genius, Apsixarn, whom Plutarch
elsewhere denominates worepos dwipean, wicked demon,
and who is styled by Diogenes Laertius "Adys, Zell, un-
questionably betrays a Hebraic origin. Some derive it
from D3y, Chal. o™ astutus, cunning, crafty, the ap-
pellation bestowed upon the Serpent, Gen. 3. 1, to which,
if the Arabic termination be added, it makes it Ariman,
Others deduce it from 7133, Chal. 'Y, waardy, to deceive;
as if it were merely the Greek form of {inp ) the
deceiver.  Still, in either case, the term shows its affinity
with the Hebrew language and with the distinguishing
attributes of the Dragon or Old Serpent, the standing
adversary of God and man. The name of the idol

® Plut, de Isid. et Osirid. p. 407. ed. Ald.
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Rimmon, mentioned 2 Kings 5. 18. is probably to be
referred to the same source. Now this mythologic
divinity Arimanes is the same with the Typho of the
Egyptians, who was represented and worshipped under
the form of a serpent. And it is worthy of note that
the title Belial in the Scriptures, another name for the
@vil spirit, of which the Greek form is Benwp, Beliar,
is defined by Hesychius by dpaxar, dragon. But to
what was it owing that the Serpent, the symbol of all
ill, the grand personification of mischief and sin, instead
of being detested as an enemy, came to be worshipped
88 a god, having his altars, and services, and votaries
among all pagan nations on earth? Perhaps no more
satisfactory solution of this remarkable fact can be
given, than to suppose that that which was at first abomi-
nated as the symbol of the wicked principle, came in
process of time, from a motive of fear, to be regarded as
having the power of doing harm to mankind, which
it was necessary for them to deprecate by sacrifices
and offerings. Hence the Serpent began to be wor-
shipped, and the natural effect would eventually be, that
he should be regarded as a placable deity, having it
équally in his power with other tutelary demons to do
good and to confer blessings when his favour was secured.
“The devil,” says Mr. Owen, “ who under the shape
of a serpent tempted our first parents, has, with un.
wearied application, laboured to deify that animal as a
trophy of his first victory over mankind. God having
passed sentence upon the serpent, Satan consecrates
that form in which he deceived the woman, and intro-
duces it into the world as an object of religious venera.
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tion. ‘This he did with a view to enervate the force of
the divine oracle with respect to the seed of the woman.
Scarcely a nation opon earth, but he has tempted to
the grossest idolatry, and in particular got himeelf to
be worshipped in the hideous form of a serpent.”®
“And his tail drew the third part of the stars of
heaven, and did cast them to the earth.” A ‘tail,’ con-
sidered as a prophetic emblem, is used to signify twe
things which frequently concur in the same subject, the
one being the cause of the other. (1.) It denotes sub-
jection, or oppression under tyranny. In this sense the
symbol occurs with the explanation of God himself,
Deut. 28. 13. where he promises blessings to the obe-
dient; ¢ And the Lord shall make thee the head and
not the Zail; and thou shalt be above only, and thou
shalt not be beneath.” (2.) It signifies a false prophet,
impostor, or deceiver, one who propagates eorrupt amd
pernicious doctrines, as the scorpion infuses into hig
victims the deadly poison of his tail. Is. 9. 14, 1&
¢Therefore the Lord will cut off from Israel head and
tail, branch and rush, in one day. The ancient and
honourable, he is the head ; and the prophet that teacheth
lies, he is the tail.’ Again, Is. 19. 156. ¢ Neither shall
there be any work for Egypt, which the head or tasl,
branch or rush, may do ;' i. e. neither the power of the
princes nor the devices of false prophets and enchanters
shall be at all availing. ¢Stars,’ on the other hand,
is the well-known symbol of spiritual teachers or
ministers of the truth; so that by the Dragon’s drawing

* Owen’s Hist. of the Setp. p. 216,
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‘down .from heaven, by means of his tail, a third, that
s, a large or very considerable part of the stars, is
shadowed forth the exertion of an evil influence through
the agency of idolatrous priests and other abettors of
Paganism, whereby many of the ministering servants
_ of God, the reputed luminaries of the church, are pre- .
vailed -upon to apostatize from the true religion, and
embrace the errors and abominations of Paganism.
Baut such foul defections are usually the result of the
display of the terrors of tyranny. Men are not ordi-
marily seduced from the true faith into idolatry except
from motives of fear. So that the twofold idea of civil
sppression and mental delusion is included under the
symbol before us. That this has been in all ages the
gharacter of the DPragon, history renders indubitable.
For this feature of the symbol, like the foregoing, is
not to be limited to any particular era, but is to be re-
garded as descriptive of the general character of the
monster to whom it pertains. It was, however, most
signally evinced in the history of the persecutions
which took place under the Reman emperors. “In
every persecution there were great numbers of unworthy
Christians, who publicly disowned or renounced the faith
which they had professed ; and who confirmed the sin-
cerity of their abjuratien, by the legal acts of burning
incense or of offering sacrifices. Some of these apos-
tates had yielded onm the first menace or exhortation of
the magistrate ; while the patience of others had been
subdued by the length or repetition of -tortures.”*

* @ibbon’s Pecl. and Fal, p. 219,
K2
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% And the dragon stood before the woman which was
ready to be delivered, for to devour her child as soon as
it should be born.” Like the other features of the
hieroglyphic scenery upon which we have already re-
marked, this also is to be viewed as an action co-exten-
sive with the entire scope of the vision. It is to be
regarded as characteristic of the Dragen during the
whale reigning term of his existence. For throughout
every period of the gradual acquisition of his imperial
heads, he maintained the same attitude of deadly hes-
tility against the seed of the woman in their progressive
developement. Accordingly, in seeking an explicatien
of this part of the visionary action of the Dragon, we
have only to revert to the history of the children of Is.
. rael in Egypt, the first probably of his germinating
heads ; and there, in the ruthless order of Pharaoh te
cast all the male children into the Nile, we see his hor-
rid appetite glutting itself with infant blood. At a later
period, after the attainment of his Roman head, we be-
hold in the sanguinary edict of Herod, commanding the
slaughter of the male children of Bethlehem and its
coasts, the same cannibal hankering gorging itself with
its chosen aliment. But of his intended prey he was,
in this latter instance, disappointed. The child brought
forth by the woman, which we consider to have been
literally Jesus Christ himself, was caught up to the
throne of heaven. The true Messiah, having broken
asunder the bars of the grave, was raised to the right
hand of God, and there invested with that divine domin-
ion which the Father had decreed for him from eternity.
Then commenced the symbolical war in heaven. Un-
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der the sublime appellation of Michael, or, ¢ Who is
like thee, O God ? he girded his sword on his thigh,
und addressed himself to the glorious work of vanquish-
-ing this potent possessor of high places. « And there
was war in heaven: Michael and his angels fought
against the dragon, and the dragon fou